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BARON   T  REN  CK. 


I  CONCLUDED  the  fecond  vo- 
lume of  my  life  with  preparations 
for  my  journey  to  Berlin,  whence  the 
magnanimous  Frederic  William  fent 
me  the  defired  paffport.  This  jour- 
ney I  cheerfully  prepared  to  under- 
take, but  my  ever-envious  fate  threw 
me  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  infomuch 
Vol.  III.  B  that 
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that  fmall  hope  remained  I  ever 
fhould  again  behold  the  country  of 
my  forefathers,  or  outlive  the  mo- 
ment which  I  had  been  twenty  years 
in  anxious  expectation  of  beholding. 
I  feemed  following  the  Great  Frederic 
to  the  manfions  of  the  dead ;  thep. 
fhould  I  never  have  concluded  piy 
fecond  volume,  have  written  this  my 
third,  or  obtained  the  victory  by 
which  I  am  now  fo  glorioufly 
crowned. 

A  variety  of  obftacles  overcome, 
I  found  it  necefiary  firft  to  make  a 
journey  into  Hungary,  which  was 
erne  of  the  molt  vivifying  and  plea- 
fant  of  my  whole  life. 

Wherever  I  went,  efpecially  at 
Ofen  and  Peft,  I  met  that  honour- 
able reception,  that  fenfibility  of 
foul,  the  full  enjoyment  of  which  he 
only   can  feel  who  folely  fecks  the 

appro- 
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approbation  of  the  wife,  the  worthy, 
and  the  juft.  I  have  no  words  to 
exprefs  my  fenfations,  my  ardent 
wifhes  for  the  welfare  of  a  nation, 
where  I  met  fo  many  proofs  of  ho- 
nourable friendfhip.  Wherever  I 
appeared,  I  was  welcomed,  and  fol- 
lowed with  love  and  that  enthufiafm 
which  only  await  the  fathers  of  their 
country.  The  valour  of  my  coufm 
Trenck,  who  died  inglorioufly  in  the 
Spielberg,  the  lofs  of  my  great  Hun- 
garian eftates,  the  fame  of  my  writ- 
ings, and  the  cruelty  of  my  fufFer- 
ings,  had  gone  before  me.  Thefe 
mult  I  thank  for  the  reception  which 
I  never  can  forget.  The  officers  of 
the  army,  the  nobles  of  the  land, 
aljke  teftificd  the  warmth  of  their 
^fteem. 

Such    is  the  reward  of  the  up- 
right: fuch,  too,  are  the  proofs  that 
B  2  this 
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this  nation  knows  how  juftly  to  va- 
jue  fortitude  and  virtue.  Have  I 
not  reafon  to  glory  in  this  i  to  pub- 
lifh  my  gratitude,  and  to  recom- 
mend my  children  to  thofe  who, 
when  I  am  no  more,  fhall  dare  up- 
rightly to  determine  concerning  the 
rights  which  have  unjuftly  been 
/hatched  from  me  in  Hungary  ?  For 
myfelf,  I  am  content,  nay,  reward- 
ed, when  commiferated  as  the  mar- 
tyr to  the  love  of  truth,  of  which  I 
have  ever  flood  the  undaunted  advo- 
cate. 

Not  a  man  in  Hungary,  thofe 
alone  excepted  who  were  interefted 
in  my  oppreflion,  but  will  proclaim 
1  have  been  unjuftly  dealt  by:  yet 
have  I  good  reafon  to  doubt  I  never 
fhall  find  redrefs.  Sentence  has  been 
already  given  ;  judges,  more  honeft, 
cannot,    without  difficulty,    reverfe 

old 
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old  decrees,  and  the  prefent  pofief- 
fors  of  my  fine  eftates  are,  alio,  too 
powerful,  too  intimate  with  the  go- 
vernors of  the  earth,  for  me  to  enter- 
tain any  hope  of  a  happier  futurity. 
God  knows  my  heart :  —  I  wifh  the 
prefent  poiTeflors  may  render  fer- 
vices  to  the  ftate,  equal  to  thoie  ren-*- 
dered  by  the  family  of  the  Trencks; 
or  to  thofe  that  family  would  have 
rendered,  had  its  capability,  and  the 
nprightnefs  of  its  intentions,  been 
fooner  and  more  properly  eftimared. 
There  is  little  probability  i  mould 
ever  behold  my  worthy  and  noble 
friends  in  Hungary  more.  Here  I 
bid  them  adieu,  promifing  them  to 
endeavour  to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
my  life  fo  as  ftill  to  merit  the  appro- 
bation of  a  people,  with  whofe  afhes 
I  would  moft  willingly  have  mingled 
my  own.  May  the  God  of  heaven 
B  3  pro- 
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profper  their  undertakings !  May  the 
God  of  heaven  preferve  every  Hun- 
garian from  a  fate  fimilar  to  mine ! 
A  fate,  which,  (till  unredrefled,  I 
fuffer,  and,  with  fighs  and  defpair, 
to  fuffer  muft  dill  continue. 

The  Croats  have  ever  been  reckon- 
ed rude  and  uncultivated.  In  Vi- 
enna, men  talk  of  their  feminaries, 
their  academies,  and  their  fcience  : 
yet,  among  this  rude  and  unculti- 
vated people,  I  found  more  fub- 
fcribers  to  my  writings  than  among 
all  the  learned  men  of  Vienna  j  and, 
in  Hungary,  more  than  in  all  the 
remainder  of  the  Aujftrian  domi- 
nions. 

The  wife  literati  of  the  capital  are 
little  in  quell  of  freedom.  The 
Hungarians,  the  unlettered  Croats, 
feek  information.  The  poliihed  peo- 
ple of  Vienna  afk  their  confeflbrs* 

per- 
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permiflion  to  read  instructive  books. 
Various  fubfcribers,  having  read 
the  firft  volume  of  my  works, 
brought  it  back,  and  re-demanded 
their  money,  becaufe  fome  monk 
had  told  them  it  was  a  book  dan- 
gerous to  be  read.  The  very  judges 
of  their  courts  have  re-fold  them  to 
the  bookfellers,  for  a  few  pence,  or 
beftowed  them  on  thofe,  who  had  the 
care  of  their  coniciences,  to  burn. 

The  Hungarians  have  read  wich 
avidity j  have  thanked  me  moft  fin- 
cerely  for  the  inltruction  they  had 
received,  and  the  attempts  I  had 
made  to  deltroy  vulgar  prejudices. 
In  Vienna,  alone,  was  my  life  decried 
as  a  romance  i  in  Hungary,  on  the 
contrary,  I  found  the  companion  of 
men,  their  friendfhip,  and  effectual 
aid.  Had  my  book  been  the  pro- 
duction of  an  Englilhman,  good 
B  4        -  wifhe* 
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wifhes  would  not  have  been  his  only 
reward  :  lords  and  ladies  would  have 
fubfcribed,  to  have  procured  him 
eafe,  and  the  ftate  itfelf  would  have 
fele&ed  him  as  a  man  who,  in  juflice, 
muft  have  retribution. 

We  poor  German  writers  have 
cenfors  and  interefted  critics  to  en- 
counter, if  we  would  fpeak  truth, 
and  unmafk  injuftice;  and,  if  a  book 
finds  a  rapid  fale,  mean  and  difhoneft 
printers  ifTue  fpurious  editions,  de- 
frauding the  author  of  his  labours. 
Such  privileged  wretches  derive  pro- 
fit from  theft,  yet  aflociate  them- 
ielves  in  companies,  appear  in  the 
fociety  of  honeft  men,  and  are  ena- 
bled, by  their  ill-got  ten  gains,  to 
purchafe  patents  of  nobility  in  Vi- 
enna:  yet  courts  of  juftice,  that 
would  execute  a  man,  as  a  thief, 
whom  hunger  had  compelled  to  ileal 

a  loaf 
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a  loaf  of  bread,  behold  thefe  prac- 
tices with  indifference.  Such  go- 
vernments are  ignorant  of  the  real 
influence  of  knowledge  on  the  wealth 
and  power  of  ftates.  To  keep  the 
ufeful  writer  poor,  unprotected,  not 
to  incite  his  induftry,  by  honour  and 
reward,  is  political  ignorance  and 
error  of  infinite  importance. 

Want  of  teachers  is  want  of  know- 
ledge. Men  of  genius,  unfupported, 
will  quit  their  country;  or,  if  they 
remain,  will  be  devoured  by  chagrin 
and  conflicting  pafllons,  or  wafte 
their  lives  in  exertions  merely  me- 
chanical. Induftry,  unrewarded,  num- 
bers inactive,  and,  where  true  fcience 
is  not,  there  will  the  libraries  and 
minds  of  men  be  loaded  with  con- 
temptible and  destructive  theologi- 
cal difputes.  Prieftcraft  and  Rome 
flourifh,  and  the  ftate  remains  in  igno- 
B  5  ranee. 
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ranee.  Ufeful  men  are  wanting  in 
countries  where  the  canons  of  the 
church  and  military  tactics  can  fub- 
jecl  and  deftroy,  but  cannot  en- 
lighten and  regenerate. 

The  encouragement  of  the  learned 
produces  able  and  fcientific  teachers, 
and,  from  their  feminaries,  men  of 
genius  occafionally  come  forth.  If 
obliged  to  write  for  their  daily  bread, 
the  minds  of  fuch  men  begin  to  de- 
fpond  ;  paid  by  the  meet,  they  write 
haftily,  inftead  of  producing  thofe 
beautiful  original  works,  of  which 
they  are  capable.  The  world  is  thus 
inundated  with  books  and  pam- 
phlets j  theundifcerning  readerknows 
not  which  to  felecl :  the  more  intel- 
ligent are  difgufted,  or  do  not  read 
at  all,  and  a  work  of  merit  thus  be- 
comes as  little  profitable  to  the  au- 
thor as  to  the  ftate. 

The 
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The  reader  will  pardon  this  di- 
grefiion,  and  will  further  permit  me 
to  remark  that  thofe  critical  writ- 
ings, the  intent  of  which  is  only  to 
dilcover  faults  in,  and  blame  all  other 
writings,  fcrve  but  to  deprefs  the  firfl 
efforts  of  genius,  and  injure  the  bed 
of  authors,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ill- 
judging  j  yet  he  who  criticifes  will 
gain  as  much  as  he  who  invents. 

Thofe,  who  have  read  the  writings 
of  Geliert,  are  flill  defirous  of  hear- 
ing what  flander  and  envy  have  to 
alledge.  Curiofity  induces  us  to 
feek  the  aid  of  optics,  that  we  may 
difcover  the  fpots  in  the  fun,  and 
thofe  the  fimple  gazer  imagines  he 
has  feen,  when  the  impoftor,  that 
prefents  the  telefcope,  has  previoufly 
fpotted  the  glafs. 

The  man  who  invents  does  but 

fmile  at  thofe  who  attend  only  to  the 
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order  of  words,  or  the  placing  of 
commas ;  or  who  detect  him  in  hav- 
ing, for  a  moment,  forgotten  his 
grammar:  yet  fuch  infects  muft  exift. 
— The  caterpillar  will  deftroy  the 
bloom  of  the  peach,  nay,  will  de- 
vour the  fruit;  but  what  fhould  be 
faid  to  the  gardener,  who,  therefore, 
roots  up  the  tree,  or  fo  lops  its 
branches  as  to  render  it  barren;—* 
what,  indeed,  mould  he  plant  the 
thiftle  in  its  place? 

I  left  Vienna  on  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  came  to  Prague.  Here 
I  found  nearly  the  fame  reception  as 
in  Hungary;  my  writings  had  been 
univerfally  read.  Citizens,  noble- 
men, and  noble  ladies,  treated  me 
with  like  favour,  like  fiiendihip: 
may  they,  as  they  merit,  live  happy, 
in  connubial  love :  may  the  mo- 
narch 
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narch  know  how  to  value  and  em- 
ploy men  of  generous  feelings  and 
enlarged  underftandings,  whom  here, 
contrary  to  expectation,  I  found. 

I  reluctantly  bade  adieu  to  Prague, 
and  continued  my  journey  to  Ber- 
lin. Here,  in  Bohemia,  I  took  leave 
of  my  fon,  a  lieutenant  in  the  fecond 
regiment  of  carabineers,  who  faw  his 
grey-headed  father,  and  his  two 
brothers,  deftined  for  the  ^ruffian 
fervice,  depart.  He  felt  the  full 
weight  of  this  feparation  :  I  remind- 
ed him  of  his  duty  to  the  ftate  he 
fervedj  alfo,  of  the  fearful  fate  of 
his  uncle  and  father,  in  Auftria, 
and  of  the  poflefibrs  of  our  vaft 
eftates  in  Hungary.  —  He  fhrank 
back — a  look  from  his  father  pierc- 
ed him  to  the  foul  —  tears  flood  in 
his  eyes — his  youthful  blood  flowed 
quick,  and  the  following  expreflions 

burä 
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burft  fuddenly  from  his  lips :— - 
cc  I  call  God  to  witncfs,  I  will  prove 
€t  myfelf  worthy  of  my  father's  name, 
"  and  that,  while  I  live,  his  enemies 
"  fhall  be  mine." 

What  are  the  feelings  of  a  father, 
who  in  his  fon  embraces  his  friend ! 
His  brothers  wept,  nor  could  I  re- 
tain my  tears !  The  beft  of  opportu- 
nities this  to  inftil  the  beft  of  prin- 
ciples i  and  I  here  remind  them  of 
the  holy  covenant  we  then  made  — 
charging  them  to  read  this,  and  re- 
member it  when  I  am  laid  low  in 
the  grave.  The  monarch,  who  fhall 
wifh  to  entertain  them  in  his  fervice, 
may  reft  aflured  of  their  fidelity, 
zeal,  and  their  powers  of  mind.— • 
Actuated  by  the  nobleft  fpirit  of 
ambition,  they  will  endure  no  dif- 
honourj  and  fo,  not  enduring,  only, 
will  they  fulfil  my  wiihes  and  com- 
mands. 

e  At 
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At  Peterfwalde,  in  the  road  to 
Drefden,  my  carriage  broke  down  : 
my  life  was  endangered,  and  my  fon 
received  a  contufion  in  the  arm. 
The  eryfipelas  broke  out  on  him  at 
Berlin,  and  I  could  not  prefent  him 
to  the  King  during  a  month  after 
my  arrival. 

I  had  been  but  a  fhort  time  at 
Berlin  before  the  well-known  mi- 
nifter,  Count  Hertzberg,  with  whom 
I  had  been  acquainted  at  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  received  me  with  all  pof- 
fible  kindnefs.  Every  man  to  whom 
his  private  and  internal  worth  are 
known,  not  feeking  the  addition 
of  titles,  will  congratulate  the  ftate 
that  has  the  wifdom  and  good  for- 
tune to  beftow  on  him  fo  high  an 
office.  His  fcholaftic  and  prac- 
tical learning,  his  knowledge  of 
languages,  his  acquaintance  with 
yjtfW  *-•■  the 
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the  profound  fciences,  are  indeed 
wonderful.  His  difcourfe  is  elo- 
quent, his  writings  are  original,  his 
character  noble,  and  his  heart  feeling. 
His  zeal  for  his  country  is  ardent, 
his  love  of  his  king  unprejudiced, 
his  induftry  admirable,  his  firmnefs 
that  of  a  man,  and  his  behaviour 
in  private  amiable  and  deftitute  of 
miniflerial  arrogance.  He  is  the 
moft  experienced  and  bed  informed 
man  in  the  Pruflian  flates  on  internal 
ceconomy.He  harangues  moft  inftruc- 
tively  in  the  afiemblies  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Berlin,  and  fpeaks  with 
equal  affability  3nd  philanthropy  to 
the  poor  peafant.  The  very  enemies 
of  his  country  may  rely  on  his  word  : 
the  eftabliihment  of  the  Pruflian 
power  is  the  object  of  his  heart, 
though  he  is  incapable  of  feeking 
even  this  in  the  infidious  paths  of 
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Machiavilian  politics.  The  artful 
he  can  encounter  with  art;  thofe 
who  menace  with  defiance  and  for- 
titude; and,  with  wife  fo.refight,  can 
avert  the  rifing  florm.  The  duties 
of  his  laborious  flation  he  himfelf 
fulfils.  He  feeks  not  fplendor  in 
iiimptuous  entertainment,  andoften- 
tatious  retinue  j  but,  can  he  only 
enrich  the  (late,  and  behold  the  peo- 
ple happy,  he  is  himfelf  willing  to 
remain  poor.  His  eftate,  Briefs, 
near  Berlin,  is  no  Chanteloup,  but  a 
model  for  thofe  patriots  who  would 
fludy  ceconomy.  Here  he,  every 
Wednefday,  after  fevere  fatigue,  en- 
joys recreation.  The  fervices  he  ren- 
ders the  kingdom  coll  it  only  five 
thoufand  rix-dollars  yearly;  he,  there- 
fore, lives  without  orientation,  yet 
becoming  his  (late,  and  with  fplen- 
dor when  fplendor  is  necefiary.    He 

does 
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does  not,  like  other  minifters,  plun- 
der the  public  treafury  that  he  may 
preferve  his  own  private  property. 
The  labours  he  performs  render  his 
life  unenviable,  nor  will  his  death  be 
rich. 

This  man,  whom  without  flattery 
I  have  defcribed,  is  he  who  will 
live  fo  conipicuous  in  the  annals  of 
Prufiiaj  he  who  was  fo  inceflantly 
employed  under  the  great  Frederic  ; 
who  fo  much  contributed  to  make 
him  great ;  had  fo  much  influence 
in  the  cabinets  of  Europe  j  fo  much 
drew  the  attention  of  thinking  men; 
who  alone  enjoyed  the  confidence 
and  honour  of  being  admitted  a  wit- 
nefs  of  the  laft  actions,  the  laft  fen- 
fations,  of  his  dying  king  j  yet  who, 
during  his  whole  life,  favoured  as 
he  was  by  this  king,  never  afked, 
nor  ever  received,  the  leaft  gratuity. 

This 
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This  is  the  minifter  whofe  perfonal 
converfation  I  had  two  months  the 
happinefs  to  partake  at  Aix  la  Cha- 
pelle  and  Spa,  whole  approbation  I 
obtained,  whofe  welfare  is  the  wifli 
of  my  heart,  and  whofe  memory  I 
fhall  ever  revere.  Ample  be  the 
rewards  his  country  fhall  beftow ! 
Never  may  envy  detract  from  his 
merits,  or  difquiet  his  grey  hairs, 
when  he  (hall  find  reafon,  at  length, 
to  live  for  himfelf,  or  with  glory  to 
lay  down  that  burthen,  which  no 
other  fingle  man  will  be  found 
potent  enough  to  bear. 

I  was  received  with  diftinction  at 
his  table,  where  I  aflbciated  with 
the  molt  learned  members  of  the 
Berlin- Academy,  and  became  ac- 
quainted with  thofe  whofe  fcience 
moft  had  profited  and  honoured  the 
Prufiian  ftates  j  nor  was  any  thing 

more 
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more  flattering  to  my  felf-love,  than 
that  men  like  thefe  mould  think 
me  worthy  their  friendfhip. 

Not  many  days  paffed  before  I 
was  prefented  at  court  by  the  Prufllan 
chamberlain,  Prince  Sacken;  as  it  is 
not  cuftomary  at  Berlin  for  a  foreign 
fubject  to  be  prefented  by  the  mini- 
fterofhis  own  court.  Though  a  Prüf- 
fian  fubjec"l,  I  wore  the  Imperial  uni- 
form. 

The  King  received  me  with  re- 
markable condefcenfion :  all  eyes 
were  directed  toward  me,  each  per- 
fon  took  me  by  the  hand,  each  wel- 
comed me  to  my  country.  This 
moved  me  the  more  by  being  re- 
marked by  the  foreign  minifters,  who 
afked,  with  furprife,  who  that  Au- 
ftrian  officer  could  be  who  was  receiv- 
ed with  fo  much  affection,  and  fuch 
evident  joy,  in  Berlin.  The  gra- 
cious Monarch  himfelf  gave  tokens 
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of  a  noble  pleafure,  at  beholding 
me  thus  furrounded.  Among  the 
reft,  came  the  worthy  and  honour- 
able General  Prittwitz,  who  em- 
braced me,  and  faid  aloud— 

"  This  is  the  gentleman  who 
"  might  have  ruined  me,  to  effect 
"  his  own  deliverance." 

Confufed  at  fo  public  a  declara- 
tion, I  delired  him  to  expound  this 
riddle;  and  he  added 

ct  I  was  obliged  to  be  one  of  your 
"  guards  on  your  unfortunate  jour- 
"  ney,  from  Dantzic  to  Magdeburg, 
"  in  the  year  1754,  when  I  was  a 
<f  lieutenant.  On  the  road  I  left 
"  my  efcort  behind,  and  continued 
"  alone  with  you  in  an  open  carriage. 
"  This  gave  you  an  opportunity  to 
"  efcape,  but  you  forbore.  I  after- 
"  ward  faw  the  danger  to  which  I 
**  had  expofed   myfelf.      Had   you 

"  been 
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ec  been  lefs  noble-minded,  had  futh 
c<  a  prifoner  efcaped,  through  my 
*  negligence,  I  had  certainly  been 
*f  ruined.  The  king  believed  you 
<c  alike  dangerous,  and  deferving  of 
<f  punifhment.  I,  therefore,  here 
t(  publickly  acknowledge  you  as  my 
"  faviour,  and  am  in  gratitude  your 
«  friend." 

The  reader  need  but  refer  to  the 
firft  volume,  and  he  will  find  this 
noticed ;  but,  when  I  wrote  it,  I  knew 
not  the  generous  man,  who  wifhed 
me  fo  well,  was  the  prefent  General 
Prittwitz.  That  he  fhould  himfelf 
remind  me  of  this  incident  does 
him  the  greater  honour. 

The  magnanimity  of  the  action 
might  be  called  in  doubt  by  all  who 
do  not  know  that,  even  in  chains, 
I  might  have  efcaped,  would  I  have 
deceived  thofe  who  honoured  me 
with  their  confidence.     When   im- 

prifoned 
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prifoned  in  Glatz,  I  was  permitted 
to  hunts  a  friend   remained  in  my 
bed,   and   I  returned,  as  a   man  of 
honour    ought.        My     eftablifhed 
character  in  this  refpect  was  public 
in  Magdeburg.     I  have  given  re- 
peated   proofs    that    I    would    not 
owe   my  own  welfare  to   another's 
misfortune :    yet    I    myfelf    doubt 
the  motives  of  my  own  conduct  in 
journeying    from     Dantzic.       The 
confidential  manner  in  which  I  was 
treated  lulled  me  into-  fecurity  ;  my 
confcience,  void  of  guilt,  could  not 
lead  me   to  dread   the   miferies  of 
Magdeburg  —  In    fine,   my   fate  fo 
would  have  it  that  in  chains  I  mould 
ten   years   remain.      Could    I  have 
forefeen,   could    1     have    fufpected 
what  I  was  to  fuffer,  I  mould,  pro- 
bably, have  efcaped,  and  the  worthy 
Prittwitz  would  have  been  caihiered. 

In 
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In  all  the  various  accidents  of 
life,  when  in  danger,  I  have  never 
hefitated,  butfuddenly  refolved,  and 
fometimes  rafhly  —  this  journey 
alone  excepted.  Such  is  the  intri- 
cacy of  the  fate  of  man,  a  clue  to 
which  the  wife  will  not  attempt  to 
find.  Why  was  I  at  one  moment 
fo  irrefolute,  and  fo  head-long  at 
every  other  ?  Why  does  the  braved 
foldier  a.t  certain  times  appear  a  cow- 
ard, and,  thereby,  lofe  all  his  former 
hard-earned  fame  ?  Why  does  the 
coward  himfelf  feel  intervals  of  cou- 
rage ?  The  body's  injuries  add  to, 
or  diminifh,  the  mind's  vigor  !  The 
will  depends  on  the  itomach's  con- 
coction. He,  whofe  rapid  circula- 
tion never  fufFers  him  to  ftand  ftill, 
yet,  cannot  rife  and  dance,  if  fuffering 
from  indigeltion.  If  the  weather  be 
gloomy!  fo  often  will  be  the  intellect. 

Such 
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Such  are  mechanical  caufes :  he  who 
would  feek  reafons  more  fublime, 
which  I  have  not  to  give,  muft  ap- 
ply to  his  guardian  angel,  or  the 
fwarming  fprites  of  Swedenburg, 
and  there  he  fhall  find  (hade  without 
body,  and  body  without  made. 

Having  been  introduced  at  court, 
I  thought  it  necefTary  to  obferve 
cuftomary  ceremonies,  and  was  pre- 
fented  by  the  Imperial  ambarTador 
Prince  Reufs  to  all  foreign  minifters, 
and  fuch  families  as  are  in  the  routine 
of  admitting  like  vifits.  I  was 
received  by  the  Prince  Royal,  the 
reigning  Queen,  the  Q^een  Dowa- 
ger, and  the  whole  royal  family,  in 
their  various  palaces,  with  efteem 
and  favour  never  to  be  forgotten. 
His  royal  highnefs  Prince  Henry, 
the  well-known  partaker  of  his  bro- 
ther's glory,  invited  me  to  a  private 

Vol.  III.  C  audience, 
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audience,  continued  long  in  con- 
verfation  with  me,  teflified  the 
utmoft  companion  at  what  I  had 
undergone,  promifed  me  his  future 
protection,  admitted  me  to  his  pri- 
vate concerts,  and  made  me  ftay  and 
fup  at  court. 

A  like  reception  I  met  in  the 
palace  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wic,  where  I  frequently  dined  and 
fupped.  His  princefs,  well  wor- 
thy a  crown,  took  delight  in  hearing 
my  narratives,  and- in  my  knowledge 
of  men  and  manners,  and  loaded  me 
with  favours. 

Prince  Ferdinand's  mode  of  edu- 
cating his  children  is  exemplary, 
and  well  worthy  imitation.  From 
this  family,  the  world,  with  good 
reafon,  has  much  to  expect.  The 
fons  are  inftructed  in  the  foldier's 
duties,  their  bodies  are  inured  to  the 

incle- 
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inclemencies  of  weather,  fuch  as  the 
meaneft  man  in  an  army  muft  fup- 
port  i  they  are  taught  to  ride,  fwimt 
and  are  Heeled  to  all  the  fatigues 
of  war.  Therefore  is  their  growth 
like  the  cedar  of  Lebanon,  and 
their  minds  as  exalted.  Princely 
pride  they  only  know  to  defpife. 
Their  hearts  are  formed  for  friend- 
fhip,  and  pant  to  acquire  all  the 
fame  of  noble  deeds,  which,  for  this 
reafon,  they  cannot  fail  to  attain. 
Happy  the  flate  wherein-  they  are 
born!  Happy  the  nation  in  defence  of 
which  they  are  to  act ! 

Never  yet  has  flattery  degraded 
my  pen,  nor  be  it  now  fufpected, 
when  I  fay  how  highly  I  honour 
their  noble  mother,  who  has  edu- 
cated her  fons  for  their  country's 
good,  teaching  them,  not  the  effe- 
minate and  contemptible  vices,  but, 
C  2  the 
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the  high  duties  of  princes,  accuftom- 
ing  them  like  men  to  labour,  like 
men  to  grow  wife. 

I  fpeak  from  knowledge,  there- 
fore, my  word  is  not  liable  to  re- 
proof. I  have  laid  too  little.  The 
feleclion  of  thofe  who  were  to  teach 
them  wifdom,  to  improve  their  na- 
tural talents,  inftrudt  them  to  govern 
their  pafllons,  enlarge  their  views, 
and  ftrengthen  their  love  of  mankind, 
was,  certainly,  moll  fortunate,  and 
as  well  difplays  the  penetration  of 
thofe  who  chofe  them,  as  the  views 
with  which  they  were  chofen. 

How  immenfe  the  difference  be- 
tween this  and  the  mode  I  have  (een 
practifed  in  other  countries,  where, 
Ihuddering,  I  have  beheld  future 
defpots  in  puny  boys !  How  ridi- 
culous thefe  their  Royal  Highnejfes 
appear,  who,  though  born  to  rule, 

are 
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are  not,  in  real  worth,  or  abilities, 
deferving  to  be  the  lackeys  of  the 
leaft  of  thofe  whom  they  treat  with 
contempt;  and  yet  who  fwell,  ftrut, 
flride,  and  contemplate  themfelves 
as  elTentially  different  by  nature,  and 
of  a  fuperior  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
beings,  though,  in  reality,  their 
minds  are  of  the  loweft,  the  meaneft, 
clafs. 

Happy  the  (late  whofe  prince  is 
deeply  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  that 
the  people  are  not  his  property,  but 
he  the  property  of  the  people ! 
Would  men  ever  have  been  fcourged 
by  the  iron  whip  of  arbitrary  power, 
had  not  their  minds,  from  infancy, 
been  poifoned  with  flavilh.  princi- 
ples; had  not  the  few  wife  been 
unable  to  actuate  and  infpire  the 
crouching  vaff.il  fwarm  ?  A  prince, 
beloved  by  his  people,  will  ever 
C  2  render 
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tender  a  nation  more  happy  than  h« 
whofe  only  wilh  is  to  infpire  fear. 

The  pleafure  I  received  at  Berlin 
was  great  indeed.  When  I  went  to 
court,  the  honeft  citizens  crowded  to 
fee  me ;  and,  when  any  one  among 
them  faid  *'  That  is  Trenck,"  the  reft 
would  cry — "  Welcome  once  more 
<c  to  your  country"  —  while  many 
would  reach  me  their  hands,  with  the 
tears  Handing  in  their  eyes.  Fre- 
quent were  the  fcenes  I  experienced 
ofthiskind.  No  pardoned  malefactor 
would  have  been  fo  received  Oh 
r.o  !«— It  was  the  fweet  reward  of 
innocence:  this  reward  was  fully 
beftowed  throughout  the  Pruflian 
territories. 

Oh  world,  ill-judging  world,  de- 
ceived by  mow  !  What  is  thy  praife, 
or  what  thy  blame  ?  Doft  thou  not 
blindly  follow  the  opinion  of  the 

prince, 
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prince,  be  he  fevere,  or  indulgent, 
arbitrary,  or  juit  ?  Thy  cenfure  and 
thy  praife  equally  originate  in  com- 
mon report.  I  am  of  this  an  ex- 
emplary proof.  In  Magdeburg  I 
lay,  chained  to  the  wall,  ten  years, 
fighing  in  wretchednefs,  fuffering 
every  affliction,  every  calamity  of 
hunger,  cold,  nakednefs,  and  con- 
tempt. And  wherefore  ?  Becaufe  the 
King,  by  flanderers  deceived,  pro- 
nounced me  worthy  punifhment. 
Becaufe  a  wife  King  miftook  me, 
and  treated  me  with  barbarity. 
Becaufe  a  prudent  King,  knowing 
he  had  done  wrong,  yet  would  not 
have  it  fo  fuppofed.  So  was  his  heart 
turned  to  ftonej  nay,  oppofed  by 
manly  fortitude,  was  enraged  to 
cruelty.  Mod  men  knew  I  was  an 
innocent  fufferer,  "  Yet  did  they  all 
"  cry  out  the  more,  faying,  let  him 
C  4  "  be 
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«'  be  crucified! And  why?  What 

c<  evil  hath  he  done  ?"  Frederic  had 
pronounced  the  fentence.  It  was 
his  will,  and  I  muft  be  deemed  a 
malefador.  My  very  relations  were 
afhamed  to  hear  my  name.  My 
fitter  was  barbaroufly  treated  becaufe 
Hie  piteoufly  affifted  me  in  my  mis- 
fortunes. No  man  dürft  openly 
avow  himfelf  my  friend,  dürft  own  I 
merited  compaffion  ;  or,  much  lefs, 
that  the  infallible  King  had  erred.  I 
was  the  moft  defpi fed,  forlorn,  man 
on  earth;  and,  when  thus  put  on 
the  rack,  had  I  there  expired,  my 
epitaph  would  have  been,  "  Hers 
u  lies  the  traitor  Trenck." 

Frederic  is  dead,  and  the  fcene  is 
changed:  another  monarch  has  af- 
cended  the  throne,  and  the  grub  is 
changed  to  a  beautiful  butterfly! 
The  fun  is  rifen,  and  the  light  fhines 

upon 
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upon  my  hiftory  and  myfelf.  The 
witneffes  to  all  I  have  afferted  are 
Hill  living,  and  loudly  now  proclaim 
the  truth,  embrace  me  with -heart- 
felt affection;  and  the  univerfal 
contempt  of  error,  which  I  fo  tang 
endured,  is  now  changed  to  univerfal 
admiration  and  efteem  ! 

The  grandees  of  the  earth,  who, 
thirty  years,  or  even  as  many  months, 
ago,  Frederic  being  alive,  would 
not  have  deigned  a  look,  or  deemed 
me  worthy  the  fmalleft  compaffion, 
now  condefcendingly. embrace  me! 
Frederic  William  has  done  me  juf- 
tice.  Frederic  the  Great  lies  filenr, 
unable  to  gainfay  the  fentence!  I 
am  yet  the  fame  -,  great  as  is  this 
change. 

Does  the  worth  of  man  depend 

upon  his  actions;   his  reward  or  pu- 

liilhment  upon  his  virtue  ?   In  arbi- 

C  5  trary 
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trary  dates  certainly  not.  They  de- 
pend on  the  breath  of  a  king !  Fre- 
deric was  the  moll  penetrating  prince 
of  his  age,  but  the  mod  obflinate 
alfoj  the  mod  unrelenting  when- 
ever he  encountered  oppofition,  or, 
by  perfiding  in,  could  difguife  error. 
A  vice  dreadful  to  thofe  whom  he 
feleeted  as  victims,  that  mud  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  promoting  of  his 
arbitrary  views! 

Sufpicion  may  render  a  monarch 
lefs  liable  to  be  deceived  on  certain 
occafions,  but  to  how  many  flanders 
and  falfehoods  is  he  expofed  by  this 
pernicious  quality  !  I  had  drength 
to  fupport  every  thing  Frederic  had 
power  to  inflict;  nay,  after  all  my 
fufferings,  have  lived  to  fee  the  end 
of  my  royal  foe ;  to  whofe  overgrown 
armies  and  uncircumfcribed  will  I 
had  nothing  but  patience  and  for- 
titude 
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titude  to  oppofe.  But  oh !  How 
many  were  there,  like  me,  groaning 
in  dungeons,  the  victims  of  a  fate 
fo  wretched,  who  now  are  no  more ! 
Or  who,  now,  if  living,  have  not, 
like  me,  the  means  of  publifhing  all 
the  miferies  they  have  endured ! 
How  many  perifhed  the  fin  offerings 
of  this  obftinate  felf-will,  whofe  or- 
phan children  now  cry  to  God  for 
vengeance  !  How  many  of  thefe  or- 
phans are  obliged  to  utter  their 
groans  in  fecret:.  becaufe,  their  fa- 
thers having  been  cut  off,  they  have 
no  means  of  juftification  !  The  dead, 
alas !  cannot,  plead.  Trial  began 
and  ended  with  execution.  The 
few  words — It  is  the  King's  com- 
mand— were,  indeed,  words  of  hor- 
hor  to  the  poor  condemned  wretch 

denied  to  plead  his  innocence! • 

Yet  what  is  the  Uka/e  (Imperial  or- 
C  6  der) 
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der)  in  Ruflla — Tel  efi  notre  Ion 
•plaißr  (Such  is  our  good  pleafure) 
in  France,  or  the  Allergnadigße  Hof- 
reßluüon  (The  all  gracious  fen- 
tence  of  the  court),  pronounced  with 
the  fweet  tone  of  a  Vienna  matron  ? 
In  what  do  thefe  differ  from  the 
arbitrary  Order  of  a  military  de~ 
fpot  ? 

Curfed  effects  of  court  parafites, 
who  perfuade  the  god  of  their  ido- 
latry he  is  infallible !  And  infufe 
into  his  heart  the  falfe  and  deftruc- 
tive  principle  that  a  king  is  fuperior 
to  law  !  That  the  country  over  which 
he  reigns  is  his  property  !  And  that 
the  fubject  ought  not  to  demand 
juftice  as  a  right,  but  crouch  and 
receive  it  as  a  favour ! 

Every  effort,  every  prayer,  of  man 
(hould  be  confecrated  to  man's  gene- 
ral goods  to  obtain  freedom  for  him, 

and 
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"and  univerfal  juflice !  Together 
fhould  we  cry  with  one  voice,  and, 
if  unable  to  fhackle  arbitrary  power, 
ftill  fhould  we  endeavour  to  fhew 
how  dangerous  it  is !  How  defpica- 
ble !  The  priefts  of  liberty  fhould 
offer  up  their  thanks  to  the  monarch 
who  declares  the  word  of  power  a 
nullity,  and  the  Jentence  of  juftice 
omnipotent ;  who  contemns  the  acts 
of  an  Alexander,  or  a  Charles  XII. 
Woe  to  the  monarch  poflefTcd  by 
the  deftructive  fpirit  of  conquefl ! 
Woe  to  the  country  whofe  Quixote 
ruler  is  ever  in  fearch  of  giants  I 
Woe  to  the  people  whom  his  fury 
dooms  to  the  fword,  or  who  are 
made  the  fanguinary  inftruments  of 
defolation,  death,  or  flavery,  to  other 
nations !  Woe,  tenfold  woe,  to  that 
prince  who  would  be  adored  by  the 
abject  wretches  he    has    fettered ! 

.   Woe 
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Woe  to  him  who  is  quick  to  punim, 
flow  to  reward,  or  who  only  em- 
ploys his  power  in  the  gratification  of 
his  favourites  !  The  thirft  of  domi- 
nion and  the  thirft  of  blood  are  ever 
afibciated !  What  wonder  that  he, 
who  makes  the  rights  and  heads  of 
men  his  fport,  mould  be  deaf  to 
their  groans  ? 

Inftead  of  finging  the  acts  of  he- 
roes in  our  fongs,  inftead  of  raifing 
them  to  the  rank  of  heroes  by  our 
valour,  we  ought  much  rather  to 
praife  and  protect  the  friends  of 
peace. 

Who  can  name  the  court  in  Eu- 
rope where  Louis,  Peter,  or  Fre- 
deric, each  and  all  The  Great,  have 
not  been,  are  not,  imitated  as  mo- 
dels of  perfection  ?  Lettres  de  ca- 
chet, the  knout,  and  cabinet-orders,, 
fuperfeding   all  right,   are  become 

law ! 
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law!  Judges,  who  legally  Jhould 
decide  on  our  actions  and  our  claims, 
are,  themfelves,  but  puppets  :  fear- 
ful of  punifhment,  they  are  ever 
ready  to  inflict. 

No  reafoning,  fays  the  corporal 
to   the  poor   grenadier,    whom   he 

canes ! No  reafoning ! — exclaim 

judges.  The  court  has  decided.  — 
No  reafoning,  rafh  and  pertinacious 
Trenck,  will  the  prudent  reader 
echo.  Throw  thy  pen  in  the  fire, 
and  expofe  not  thyfelf  to  become 
the  martyr  of  flate  inquifition. 

Yes,  kind  counfellor,  I  will  follow 
thy  advice.  Let  others  beware  how 
they  expofe  themfelves  to  like  dan- 
gers, or  let  their  narratives  lie  bu- 
ried, till  they,  themfelves,  being 
entombed,  are  no  longer  expofed 
to  fuffer. 

Unremarked,  my  thoughts  efcape 

my 
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my  pen,  and  lead  me  aftray  from 
my  fubjecb,  when  the  remembrance 
of  the  paft  fwells  my  veins,  when 
fvvifter  circulates  my  blood,  and  the 
deep  wounds  of  my  heart  again 
gufh  forth  —  wounds  that  never  can 
be  healed  —  never  can  be  fcarred 
over.-— —Such  paffages  repofe  and 
reafon  would  erafe :  but  ah !  how 
may  I  repent  having  written  the 
truth  ?  Neither  have  I  time  to  re- 
copy  what  I  write,  and  thus  my  writ- 
ings juftly  incur  blame  from  rigid 
criticifm,  and  even  from  my  bed 
friends,  who  would  perfuade  me  to 
greater  caution  and  prudence. 

My  fate  is,  and  muft  to  the 
grave  remain,  critical  and  undecid- 
ed. I  have  fix  and  thirty  years  been  in 
the  fervice  of  Auftria,  unrewarded, 
and  beholding  the  repeated  and  ge- 
nerous efforts  I  made,  effectually  to 

ierve 
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ferve  that  ftate,  unnoticed.  The 
Emperor  Jofeph  fuppofes  me  eld, 
that  the  fruit  is  wafted,  and  that  the 
hufk  only  remains.  In  this  he  is 
wrong.  The  opprefiion  I  have  fuf- 
fered  is  too  great,  even  for  an  at- 
tempt at  making  me  adequate  fatif- 
faction.  It  is  alfo  fuppofed  I  fhould 
not  be  Satisfied  with  a  little.  This 
fuppofition  is  equally  wrong.  To 
continue  him  in  opprefiion  who  has 
once  been  oppreiTed,  and  who  pof- 
fefTes  qualities  that  may  make  injus- 
tice manifeft,  is  the  policy  of  ftates. 
Neither  do  courtiers  love  the  man, 
who,  able  to  penetrate,  is  liable  to 
fruftrate  their  infidious  intents.  How 
I  have  been  treated  by  judges,  re- 
ferendaries, curators,  I  have,  per- 
haps, too  repeatedly  urged :  yet, 
furely,  this  will  be  forgiven  me, 
though  this  is  an  additional  reafoa 

why 
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why  1  never  can  obtain  juftice.  My 
fpirit  has  been  too  proud  to  implore, 
my  nature  too  independent.  My 
journey  to  Berlin  has  given  the  flan- 
derer  further  opportunity  of  painting 
me  as  a  fufpicious  character:  I  fmile 
at  the  ineffectual  attempt. 

I  appeared  in  the  Imperial  uni- 
form, and,  by  my  conduct,  belied  fuch 
infinuations.  So  was  it  written  to 
court,  in  November,  when  I  jour- 
neyed into  Hungary  w  The  motions 
'*  of  Trenck  ought  to  be  obferved 
"  in  Hungary."  Ye  poor  malicious 
blood-fuckers  of  the  virtuous !  Ye 
ihall  not  be  able  to  hurt  a  hair  of 
my  head.  Ye  cannot  injure  the  man 
who  has  fixty  years  lived  in  ho- 
nour. Thus  the  elephant  moves 
along,  regardlefs  of  the  ihouting 
mob !  I  will  not,  in  my  old  age, 
bring  upon  myfelf  the  reproach  of 

incon- 


(     43     ) 

inconftancy,  treachery,  or  defire  of 
revenge.  Nor  Sultan,  nor  Great 
Mogul,  fhall  allure  me  to  flavery. 
1  will  betray  no  political  fecrets :  I 
wifh  not  to  injure  thofe  by  whom  I 
have  been  injured.  —  Such  acts  will 
I  never  commit  —  Never  —  I  never 
yet  defcended  to  the  office  of  fpy, 
nor  will  I  die  a  rewarded  villain. — - 
Neither  in  Auftria,  nor  Prufiia,  will 
I  be  made  the  inftrument  of  a  fac- 
tion. 

To  your  work,  therefore,  ye  deal- 
ers in  court  enigmas:  I  here  re- 
nounce your  fociety  ;  here  publicly 
renounce  the  dignities  of  courts  or 
armies,  determined  to  live  a  private 
man,  thankful  only  to  thofe  who  fhall 
treat  me  with  friendfhip,  or  endea- 
vour to  obtain  for  me  fome  part 
of  that  right  which  fo  juftly  is  my 

due. 


(     44     ) 
due.    Thefe  fhall  not   repent   that 
Trenck  is  their  debtor,  for  his  heart 
is  grateful. 

Yes,  I  appeared,  in  Berlin,  among 
the  upright  and  the  juft.  Inftead 
of  being  its  fuppofed  enemy,  I  was 
declared  an  honour  to  my  country. 
I  appeared  in  the  Imperial  uniform, 
and  fulfilled  the  duties  of  my  ftation : 
and  now  mult  the  Prufllan  Trenck 
to  Auftria  return,  there  to  perform  a 
father's  duty,  having  already  done 
more  for  this  country  than  could 
have  been  expected  from  an  op- 
prefTed  man. 

Yet  more  of  what  happened  in 
Berlin. 

Some  days  after  I  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  King,  and  fupped  with 
the  Queen,  I  entreated  a  private 
audience,  and,  on  the  12th  of  Fe- 
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bruary,  received   the  following  let- 
ter:  ' 

"  IN  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the 
<f  9th  of  this  month,  which  has  been 
"  given  me,  I  gladly  inform  you 
ff  that,  if  you  will  come  to  me  after 
"  dinner,  to-morrow,  at  five  o'clock, 
"  I  fhall  have  the  fleafure  to  fee  and 
"  fpeak  with  you  j  meantime,  I  pray 
"  God  to  take  you  into  his  holy 
"  keeping. 

"  FREDERIC  WILLIAM. 

<f  Berlin,  Feb.  12. 
«1787. 

"  P.  S.  After  figning  the  above, 
if  I  find  it  more  convenient  to  ap- 
<c  point  to-morrow,  at  nine  in  the 
f*  morning,  abüut  which  time  you 
"  will    come    into    the   apartment 
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cc  named  themarmor  kammer  (mar-|fal; 
ct  ble  chamber.)" 

The  anxiety  with  which  I  expected 
this  wifhed-for  interview,  may  well 
be  conceived.  I  found  the  Prufiian 
Titus  alone,  and  he  continued  in 
converfation  with  me  more  than  an 
hour. 

How  condefcending,  how  kind  was 
the  monarch!  How  great!  How 
nobly  did  he  confole  me  for  the  paft! 
How  entirely  did  his  afiurance  of 
favour  overpower  my  whole  foul ! 
He  had  read  the  hiflory  of  my  life. 
When  Prince  of  Prufila,  he  had  been 
an  eye-witnefs,  in  Magdeburg,  of 
my  martyrdom,  and  my  attempts 
to  efcape.  Many  circumftances  he 
recollected  himfelf,  and  he  enquired 
of  thofe  who  had  been  prefent,  and 
who  confirmed  the  truth  of  my  nar- 
2  xatrive, 
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■ative,  and  the  feverity  of  my  cala- 
nities.  —  Long  fhall  I  remember 
:hefe  fortunate  moments :  yet  thefe 
ire  fled.  H;s  Majefty  parted  from 
me  with  tokens  of  confirmed  efteem 
ind  condefcenfion.- — My  eyes  bade 
adieu,  but  my  heart  remained  in  the 
marble  chamber,  in  company  with 
a  prince  capable  of  fenfations  fo  dig- 
nified ;  and  my  wifhes  for  his  welfare 
are  eternal. 

I  have  fince  journeyed  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  Pruflian 
iftates.  Where  is  the  country  in 
Iwhich  the  people  all  are  fatisfied  ? 
IMany  complained  of  oppreflions, 
| hard  times,  or  induftry  unrewarded. 
My  general  ar.fwer  was ; 

<f  Friends,  kneel  wich  the  rifing 
"  fun,  and  thank  the  God  of  heaven 
€i  that  you  are   Pruffians.     I   have 

"  feen 
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Cc  feen  and  known  much  of  this 
Cf  world,  and  I  allure  you,  on  my 
<c  honour,  you  are  among  the  hap« 
tc  pieft  people  of  Europe.  Caufes 
"  of  complaint  every  where  exift; 
Cf  but  you  have  a  king,  neither  ob- 
u  ftinate,  ambitious,  covetous,  nor 
tc  cruel :  his  will  is  that  his  people 
"  ihould  have  caufe  of  content,  and, 
"  mould  he  err,  by  chance,  his 
"  heart  is  not  to  blame,  if  the  fub- 
«jectfuffers." 

To  the  truth  of  this  1  pledge  my 
veracity;  I  am  well  known  not  to  be 
a  flatterer;  I  fpeak  what  I  have  feen; 
I  vent  the  thoughts  of  my  heart;  I 
write  from  conviction,  and  not  with 
the  infidious  hope  of  reward. 

The   eyes  of  all  Europe  are,  at 

prefent,  directed  toward  Berlin. 

Eager  to  learn  whether  Frederic 
William  will  be  able  to  fuflain  the 

vail 
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vaft  and  artificial  fabric,  reared  by 
his  predeceflbr.  I  will  fyftematize 
but  little,  I  will  ftate  incontroverti- 
ble fa&s. 

Pruffia  is  neither  wanting  in  able, 
active,  or  learned  men.  The  warmth 
of  patriots  glows  in  their  veins. 
The  foul  of  the  Great  Frederic  ftill 
infpires  the  machine,  and  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  its  wheels 
will  not  be  clogged  by  innovation. 
Should  this  plan  be  fteadily  pur- 
fued,  there  will  b^  no  confufion  of 
tongues  in  the  tower  of  BabeL:  and 
thole,  who  wifh  its  deftruftion,  will 
have  great  difficulties  to  furmount. 
Every  thing  remains  with  equal  {la- 
bility, as  under  the  reign  of  Fre- 
deric; and,  fnould  the  thunder  burft, 
the  ready  conductors  will  render  the 
bolt  ineffectual. 

Vow  III.  D  Hertz- 
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Hert2berg  ftill  labours  in  the  ca- 
binet, ftill  thinks,  writes,  and  acts  as 
he  has  done  for  years.  The  King  is 
defirous  that  juftice  fhall  be  done 
hisfnbjecls,  and  will  punifh,  perhaps, 
with  more  feverity,  whenever  he  finds 
himfelf  deceived,  than,  from  the 
goodnefs  of  his  difpofition,  might  be 
fuppofed.  The  treafury  is  full,  the 
army  continues  the  fame,  and  there 
is  little  reafon  to  doubt  but  that  in- 
duftry,  population,  and  wealth  will 
increafe. 

Yet  is  it  ardently  to  be  defired 
that  commerce  might  be  promoted, 
by  treaties  with  foreign  nations ;  in- 
dustry encouraged  -,  monopolies  to- 
tally abolifhed ;  the  price  of  provi- 
fions  reduced  ;  manufactures  fup- 
ported;  manufacturers  lefs  bwthened 
by  taxes ;  juflice  impartially  admi- 
niftered  -}  punifhments  rendered  more 

mild; 
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mild ;  toleration  made  more  univer- 
fal;  foreigners  no  longer  kidnapped  ; 
promifes  held  facred,  and  free  egrefs 
and  regrefs  given  throughout  the 
Pruffian  provinces.  None  but  the 
vile  and  the  wicked  would  leave 
the  kingdom  :  while  the  oppreffed 
and  beft  fubjects  of  other  ftates 
would  fly  their  native  country,  cer- 
tain of  finding  encouragement  and 
fecurity  in  Pruffia. 

The  perlbnal  qualities  of  Frederic 
William  merit  to  be  defcribed.  He 
is  tall  and  handfome,  his  mien  is 
majeftic,  and  his  accomplifhments 
of  mind  and  body  would  procure 
him  the  love  of  men,  were  he  not  a 
king.  He  is  affable  without  deceit, 
friendly  and  kind  in  conveifation, 
and  ftately  when  ftatdinefs  is  ne- 
ceflary.  His  ftep  is  firm,  his  voice 
D  2  fono- 
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fonorous,  his  tone  commanding, 
his  heart  capable  of  the  noblcft  fen- 
fations',  and  To  benevolent  that  his 
greatefl  happinefs  is  in  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  others.  He  is  bountiful, 
but  not  profufe  j  he  knows  that,  with- 
out aeconomy,  the  Pruflian  power 
mull  fink.  He  is  not  tormented 
by  the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  he  wifh.es 
harm  to  no  nation,  yet  will  he  not 
certainly  fuffer  other  nations  to  make 
encroachments,  nor  will  he  be  terrified 
by  menaces.  That  he  is  a  foldier  and 
a  general,  his  great  instructor  and 
predeceflbr  has,  long  fince,  borne 
teftimony.  He  is,  likewife,  con- 
vinced how  neceffary  it  is  that  the 
king  of  a  military  date  fhould  be 
the  friend  of  military  men. 

The  wife  Frederic,  when  living, 
though  himfelf  learned,  and  a  lover 
of  the   fciences,    never  encouraged 

them 
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them  in  his  kingdom.  Germany, 
under  his  reign,  might  have  forgotten 
her  language  ;  he  preferred  the  lite- 
rature of  France.  Königfberg,  once 
the  feminary  of  the  North,  contains, 
at  prefent,  few  profeflbrs,  or  lhi- 
dents  j  the  former  are  fallen  into  dif- 
repute,  and  are  ill  paid  j  the  latter 
repair  to  Leipfic  and  Göttingen. 
We  have  every  reafon  to  fupp'ofe 
the  prefent  monarch,  though  no 
learned  man  himfelf,  will  encou- 
rage the  academies  of  the  learned, 
that  men  learned  in  jurifprudence 
and  the  fciences  may  not  be  want- 
ing, more  efpecially  as  the  nobility 
mult,  without  exception,  ferve  in 
the  army,  fo  that  learning  has  but 
few  adherents,  and  thefe  are  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  improvement. 
The  nation,  which,  in  this  age,  can 
wield  the  fword  alone,  will  find  itfelf 
D  3  inferior 
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inferor  to  competitors.  Nor  will 
Frederic  William  govern  with  an 
iron  fceptre,  or  confign  his  fubjects 
folely  to  the  flaughter-houfe.  He 
will  not  be  the  fulcan  of  (laves. 
Superftition,  ftupidity,  fear,  and  the 
whip,  are  the  fupport  of  the  defpot : 
he  is  a  monarch  who,  by  teaching 
his  fubjedls  to  love  and  revere  him, 
will  excite  them  to  the  performance 
of  their  duties.  Thefe  duties  are 
promoted  by  the  promotion  of 
knowledge,  confequently,  the  Pruf- 
fian  academies  will  revive,  fuppref» 
fed,  as  they  have  been,  by  the  mili- 
tary fyftem  of  Frederic. 

Frederic  William  is  alfo  too  much 
the  friend  of  men,  to  torture,  or 
furl  er  them  to  pine  in  prifons.  He 
will  not  ufe  the  whip  to  bend  the 
Pruffian  back  to  flavery !  He, 
like  wife,  abhors  the  barbarity  with 

which 
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which  the  foldiers  are  beaten  :  his 
o/ficers  will  noc  be  fettered  hand 
and  foot;  flavifh  fubordination  will 
be  banifhed,  and  the  noble  in  heart 
will  be  the  noble  of  the  land.  He, 
who  deceives  luch  a  prince,  deferves 
double  pnnifhment.  May  he,  in 
his  people,  find  perfect  content ! 
May  his  people  be  ever  worthy 
fuch  a  prince  !  Long  may  he  reign, 
and  may  his  minifters  be  ever  en- 
lightened and  honourable  men! 
Such  is  my  ardent  prayer — Such  toa 
is  the  portrait  of  a  monarch  whom 
I  have  praifed,  not  becaufe  of  his 
titles,  or  his  power,  but  his  worth; 
and  becaufe  it  is  his  delight  to 
make  the  good  and  virtuous  happy. 
He  fent  for  me  a  fecond  time, 
converfed  much  with  me,  and  con- 
firmed thofe  ideas  which  my  firft  in- 
terview had  infpired,  and  I  am  fully 
D  4  con- 
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convinced  I  have  not  miftaken  his 
character. 

On  the  nth  of  March  I  pre- 
fented  my  fon,  at  another  private 
audience,  whom  I  intended  for  the 
Prufilan  fervice.  The  King  imme- 
diately bellowed  a  commifiion  on 
him  in  the  Pofadowfky  dragoons,  at 
my  efpecial  requeft.  The  difficulty 
of  obtaining  fuch  a  commiifion, 
•without  having  firfb  ferved  as  an 
enfign,  is  well  known  j  this  was, 
therefore,  a  particular  favour  and 
honour,  and  my  fon  has  the  more,  to 
expect,  fince  his  Majefty  has  himfelf 
promifed  his  promotion. 

I  law  him  at  the  review  at  Velau, 
and  his  fuperior  officers  formed 
great  expectations  from  his  zeal. 
Thus  1  have  done  the  duty  of  a  fa- 
ther by  my  fons:  time  will  difcover 
whether  he  in  the  Auftrian,  or  this 
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in  thePruflian,  fervice,  will  firfl:  ob- 
tain rewards  due  to  their  father  j  and 
to  this  date  will  I  bequeath  my 
third  fon.  Should  they  both  re- 
main unnoticed,  I  will  beftow  him 
on  the  Great  Turk,  rather  than 
on  European  courts,  whence  juftice, 
to  me  and  mine,  is  banifhed.  Luck- 
ily, my  children  are  no  monarch's 
vafTals.  They  were  born  in  the 
free  imperial  city  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
therefore  is  their  will  unfettered, 
and  they  may,  with  honour,  feek 
bread  in  any  country. 

To  Auftria  I  owe  no  thanks : 
all  that  could  be  taken  from  me  was. 
I  was  a  captain  before  I  entered 
thofe  territories,  and,  after  fix  and 
thirty  years  fervice,  I  find  myfelf  in 
the  rank  of  Invalid  Major  !  Lefs  I 
could  not  be. — My  duty  I  more  than 
fulfilled,  and  wept  in  chains  and- dun- 
D  5  geons, 
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geons,  fo  many  years,  not  from  any 
fault  of  mine,  but,  becaufe  I  was 
plundertd,  fold,  and  betrayed,  by 
Auftrian  refidents,  traitors  to  their 
embaffy,  and  perfecutors  at  Vienna. 
The  proof  of  all  I  have  afferted,  and 
of  how  little  I  am  indebted  to  this 
ftate,  is  mofl  inconteftable,  fince  the 
hiftory  of  my  life  is  allowed,  by  the 
royal  cenfor,  to  be  publicly  fold  in 
Vienna.  The  fame  proof  exifts  in 
Berlin,  where  my  narrative  is  uni- 
verfally  read,  and  my  veracity  efta- 
blifhed. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  one  only 
of  the  eight  officers,  as  one  of  whom 
I  ferved,  in  the  body  guard,  in  the 
year  1745,  though  it  is  now  two 
and  forty  years  fince,  is  dead.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Count  Blumenthal 
lives  in  Berlin  j  Pannewitz  is  com- 
mander of  the  knights  of  Malta: 

both 
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both  gave  me  a  polite  and  friendly 
reception.  Both  were  acquainted 
with  the  circumftances  and  manner 
in  which  Jafchinfky  deceived  the 
King,  to  my  ruin.  Wagnitz  is 
lieutenant-general  in  theferviceof 
Hefle-CaiTel :  he  was  my  tent  com- 
rade, and  was  perfectly  acquainted 
with  all  that  happened.  Kalkreuter 
and  Grothufen  live  on  their  eftates, 
and  Jafchinfky  himfelf  is  now  alive 
in  Königsberg,  but  known,  defpifed, 
fuperannuated,  and  tortured  by  fick- 
nefs  and  remorfc.:  I  have  never 
vifited  him,  nor  can  I  fuppofe  he 
wifhes  I  fhould.  He,  inftead  of  pu- 
nifliment,  has  forty  years  enjoyed  a 
penfion  of  a  thoufand  rix-dollars  ; 
confequently  has  coft  the  ftate  forty 
thoufand  rix-dollars.  I  have  feea 
my  lands  confifcated,  of  the  income 
of  which  I  have  been  forty-two 
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years  deprived,  and  never  yet  re- 
ceived retribution. 

Such  is  the  way  of  the  world! 
Frederic  robbed  the  worthy  citizen 
of  his  right  -3  and,  with  a  part  of  it, 
rewarded  fuch  a  man  as  Jafchiniky. 

Time  mull  decide ;  the  King  is  ge- 
nerous, and  I  have  too  much  true 
pride  to  become  a  beggar.  The  name 
of  Trenck  fhall  be  found  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  a£ts  of  Frederic.  This, 
though  I  mould  not  defire  it,  I  could 
not  prevent.  A  tyrant  himfelf,  he 
was  the  Have  of  his  paflions  -,  and, 
even  when  he  fuppofed  he  might  be 
deceived,  did  not  think  an  inquiry 
into  innocence  worth  the  trouble. 
To  be  afhamed  of  doing  right,  be- 
caufe  he  has  done  wrong,  or  to  perfift 
in  error,  that  fools,  for  fools  only 
can,  may  think  him  infallible,  is 
a  dreadful  principle  in  a  ruler.  While 
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the  obftinate  Frederic  lived,  no  man 
dared  pronounce  my  name  :  no  man 
dürft  own  himfelf  my  friend.  He 
is  dead  •,  when  I  am  fo,  no  pillar  of 
difhonour  fhall  rife  over  my  grave  : 
my  epitaph  fhall  be,  tf  Alas !  that 
"  thou  wert  known  too  late." 

Since  I  have  been  at  Berlin,  and 
received  there  with  fo  many  tefti- 
monies  of  friendfhip  and  favour,  the 
news-papers  of  Germany  have  pub- 
lifhed  various  articles  concerning 
me,  perhaps  with  the  beft  of  wifhes, 
intending  to  contribute  to  my  ho- 
nour, or  eafe.  They  have,  however, 
been  fometimes  mifinformed.  They 
have  aflerted  a  great  penfion  has  been 
fettled  on  me  in  Berlin  j  but,  on  my 
honour,  I  affirm  I  never  afked  a 
penfion.  They  have  faid  my  eldeft 
daughter  is  appointed  the  governefs 
of  the  young  Princefs.  This,  per- 
haps, 
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haps,  has  been  the  joke  of  fome 
witty  correfpondent  j  for  my  eldeft 
daughter  is  but  fifteen,  and  ftands 
in  need  of  a  governefs  herfelf.  Per- 
haps they  may  fuppofe  me  mean 
enough,  from  orientation,  to  circulate 
falfehood :  perhaps  they  fuppofe 
they  do  me  fervice,  or  give  me 
pleafure,  by  publifhing,  as  facts,  ho- 
nours or  rewards,  for  which  I  hope. 
It  may  be  malice,  and  a  defire  to. 
injure  me  ;  it  may  be  the  very  re- 
verie :  in  any  cafe,  it  is  no  pleafure 
to  me,  and  may  have  ill  effects. 
An  honeft  man  never  is  without 
enemies,  who  will  labour  to  pre- 
vent any  good  that  might  happen  to 
him,  and  who  are  terrified  if  they 
imagine  he  might  become  the  fa- 
vourite of  a  king. 

1  almoft  daily  receive  letters  from 
all  parts  of  GermanVj  from  perfons 
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Unknown  to  me,  wherein  the  fenfa- 
tions  of  the  feeling  heart  are  evident. 
The  hiftory  of  my  life  has  excited  a 
general  attention.  Thofe  reviewers, 
who  have  been  impartial,  have  my 
thanks :  thofe  who  fufpecl  my  vera- 
city, or  endeavour  to  decry  my 
work,  muft  be  anfwered  by  an  ap- 
peal to  facts.  That  my  hiftory 
relates  many  improbable  events, 
and  rather  refembles  a  Romance 
than  a  work  of  Biography,  is  not  my 
fault :  extraordinary  accidents  I  have 
encountered,  and  extraordinary  ac- 
cidents muft  relate.  My  purpofe  in 
writing  was  the  publication  of  truths: 
nor  mail  I  be  accufed,  except  by 
thofe  who  do  not  know,  or  who  do 
not  confider,  this  reafon,  and  who  are 
prejudiced  againft  a  man  pleading 
his  own  caufe.  Were  I  to  attempt 
to  deceive  the  public,   I  were,  in- 

deed, 
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deed,  unworthy.  Among  the  num- 
ber of  thefe  letters  was  one,  which 
I  received  from  the  learned  Bahrdt, 
Profeffor  at  Halle,  dated  April  10, 
1787*  ;  wherein  he  fays,  "  Receive, 
c<  noble  German,  the  ardent  thanks 
"  of  one  who,  like  you,  has  en- 
"  countered  difficulties  ;  yet,  far 
"  inferior  to  thofe  you  have  encoun- 
"  tered.  You,  indeed,  with  gigan- 
"  tic  ftrength,  have  met  a  hoft  of 
a  foe?,  and  nobly  conquered.  The 
"  peft  of  men  attacked  me  alfo  :  I 
"  alfo  was  perfecuted  by  priefts. 
"  The  ardour  of  my  temper  en- 
"  gaged  me  in  many  a  rafh  enter- 
"  prize  :  and  I  too  have  been  de- 
"  voured  by  a  noble  pride  of  heart. 
"  I   was   the   enemy   of  hypocrily, 

*  The  letter  of  Profeffor  Bahrdt,  and  the  Ba- 
ron's ai  fvver,  are  both  in  verfe,  but  are  too 
barren  of  poetical  merit,  or  figure,  to  pleafe 
in  poetical  tranflation.  T. 

«f  and 
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"  and  difdained  to  be  the  paraUtc 
Cf  of  princes.  From  town  to  town, 
<f  from  land  to  land,  I  was  purfued 
"  by  prieftcraft  and  perfection  : 
"  yet,  in  defpite  of  adverfe  fate,  and 
"  poverty,  I  acquired  fame.  I  fled  for 
"  refuge  and  repofe  to  the  dates  of 
"  Frederic,  but  found  them  not.  I 
<r-  have  eight  years  laboured  under 
"  affliction  with  unwearied  perfeve- 
*'  ranee,  but  reward  found  none.  By 
<f  patient  induftry  have  I  mademyfelf 
te  what  I  am  :  by  minifterial  favour, 
"  never.  Even  in  the  ftates  of  Fre- 
ff  deric,  the  hatred  ofpriefts  purfued 
<(  me.  Worn  out  and  weak,  lament- 
"  ing  my  own  deftiny,  the  hiftory  of 
<(  your  life,  worthy  fjr,  fell  into 
"  my  hands,  and  poured  balfam  in- 
<{  to  my  wounds.  There,  indeed, 
tc  I  faw  fufFerings  unmeafurable ; 
"  there,  indeed,  beheld  fortitude  moft 
"  worthy   admiration.      The    cha- 

(<  grin 
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i(  grin  that  preyed  upon,  the  defpair 
ei  that  rent,  my  heart  fled.  Compar- 
"  ed  to  you,  of  what  could  I  com« 
"  plain  ?  Receive,  noble  German, 
t(  my  warmed  thanks ;  while  I  live 
"  they  mail  flow.  And,  mould  you 
"  find  a  fortunate  moment,  in  the 
"  prefence  of  your  King,  fpeakofme 
ct  as  one  configned  to  poverty  ;  as 
"  one  whofe  talents  are  buried  in 
"  oblivion.  Say  to  him — (  Mighty 
'  King  !  ftretch  forth  thy  hand,  and 
f  dry  up  his  tears.'  I  know  the 
"  noblenefs  of  your  mind,  and  doubt 
Cf  not  your  good  wiihes." 

To  the  Profeflbr's  letter  I  re- 
turned the  following  anfwer. 

"  I  v/as  affected,  Sir,  by  yourlet- 
"  ter.  I  never  yet  was  unmoved, 
"  where  the  pen  did  but  obey  the 
"  dictates  of  the  heart.  I  feel  for  your 
((  fituation  j  and,  if  my  example  can 
(<  teach  wifdom  even  to  the  wife,  I 

«  have,, 
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"  have,  indeed,  caufe  to  triumph. 
f*  This  is  the  fweeteft  of  rewards. 
Cf  At  Berlin  I  have  received  much 
"  honour,  but  little  more.  The 
\((  courtier  fawns  to  obtain  favour 
N  and  gifts.  He  who  feeks  juftice 
"  miftakes  his  road.  Men  are  deaf 
ct  to  him  who  confides  only  in  his 
"  right.  What  have  I  gained  ?  Sha- 
"  dowy  fame  for  myfelf,  and  the 
\4C  vapor  of  hope  for  my  heirs  I 

•  Truth  and  Trenck,  my  good 
<f  friend,  rlourifh  not  in  courts.  You 
"  complain  of  prieftcraft.  He,  who 
<f  attacks  a  neft  of  hornets,  muft  ex- 
fC  peel  to  be  ftung.  He  who  would 
fi  difturb  their  ambition  and  covet- 
\(e  oufnefs,  he  who  fpeaks  againft 
i"  the  falfe  opinions  they  fcatter, 
"  confiders  notpriefts,  and  their  aim, 
"  which  is  to  dazzle  the  ftupid,  and 
I"  ftupify  the  wife.  A  hoft  of  knaves 

"  in 
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<{  in  black,  act  to  promote  their 
"  earthly  interefts  :  and,  ftrange  to 
"  tell,  the  Quixote,  who  lhall  dare 
"  moled  them,  mult,  alfo,  encoun- 
"  ter  the  anger  even  of  the  rational  ! 
<l  Deprecate  their  wrath !  Avoid 
"  their  poilbned  fhafts,  or  they  will 
"  infect  thy  peace  j  will  blaft  thy 
"  budding  honours.  And  wherefore 
"  mould  we  incur  this  danger  ?  The 
"  world  will  ever  be  the  fame.  To* 
"  cure  ignorance  of  error  is  impof- 
"  fible.  Silence  is  often  not  only 
<(  prudence  but  wifdom.  Let  us, 
"  then,  filently  fteal  to  our  graves, 
"  and  thus  mail  we  efcape  the  breath 
€e  of  envy.  What  is  the  puppet-fhew 
**  of  life  ?  He,  who  mould  enjoy  all 
w  even  thought  could  grafp,  mould 
M  yet  have  but  little.  Having  ac-» 
(l  quired  this  knowledge,  the  paf- 
<f  fions  of  the  foul  are  lulled  to  apa- 

«  thy» 
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'f  thy.  I  behold  error,  and  I  laugh  : 
:<  do  thou,  my  friend,  laugh  a'.fo. 
f  If  that  can  comfort  us,  men  will 
'  do  our  memory  juftice — when  we 
f  are  dead  !  Fame  plants  her  laurels 
*  over  the  grave,  and  there  they 
flourifh  bed. 

«  BARON  TRENCK. 

Schangulack,  near  KonigfLerg, 
"  April  30th,  1787. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  fpoken,  worthy 
Profeftbr,  the  feelings  of  my  heart, 

{ in  anfwer  to  your  kind  panegyric. 
You  will  but  do  me  juftice,  when 

c  you  believe  I  think  and  aft  as  I 
write.  With  refpeft  to  my  influ- 
ence at  court,    'tis  juft   as  infigni- 

c  ficant,  at  Berlin,  as  at  Vienna,  or 
at  Conftantinople." 
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Among  the  various  letters  I  have 
received,  as  it  may  anfwer  a  good 
purpofe,  I  hope  the  reader  will  not 
think  the  infertion  of  the  following: 
improper.  They  may  be  read  by 
fome  benevolent  perfon,  who  may 
have  power  to  fpeak  in  behalf  of  one 
who  is,  evidently,  not  only  diitreiTed, 
but,  a  man  of  very  confiderable  ta- 
lents. 

In  a  letter  from  an  unknown  coi 
refpondent,  who  defired  me  to  fpeal 
for  this  perfon  at  Berlin,  eighl 
others  were  enclofed.  They  came 
from  the  above  perfon  in  diftrefs,  t( 
this  correfpondent ;  and  I  was  re- 
quefted  to  let  them  appear  in  the 
Berlin  Gazette.  As  thefe  letters 
came  from  Silefia  anonymoufly  to 
hand,  and  as  I  found  it  could  an- 
fwer no  good  purpofe,  I  did  not 
publifh  them  as  required  :  but  my 

corre- 
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correfpondem  cannot  take  it  amifs 
that  I  fhould  f?lec~t  three  of  them, 
and  here  prefent  them'.to  the  world,  as 
it  can  do  his  friend  no  injury,  while 
they  defcribe  an  unhappy  victim  of 
an  extraordinary  kind  ;  and  may, 
perhaps,  obtain  him  fome  redrefs, 
or  relief. 

Should  fuch  hope  be  verified,  I 
am  perfonally  acquainted  with  him 
who  wifhes  to  remain  concealed,  can 
fend  him  aid,  or  introduce  him  to  the 
knowledge  of  fuch  as  might  wifh 
to  interfere  in  his  behalf.  Should 
they  nor,  the  reader  ftill  will  find 
well  written  and  affecting  letters ; 
fuch  as  may  infpire  companion.  My 
own  fituation  permits  me  not  to  plead 
for  another ;  nor  affords  me  the 
means  of  relieving  the  unfortunate. 
The  following  is  the  firft  of  thofe 
I  think  proper  to  feled. 

LET- 
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Neuland,  Feb.  12,  1787. 

«  I  THOUGHT  I  had  fo  fatis- 
ft  factorily  anfwercd  you  by  my  laft 
«*  that  you  would  have  left  me  in 
«f  peaceful  poffeflion  of  my  forrows; 
f(  but  your  numberlefs  remarks,  in- 
cf  treaties,  and  remonftrances,  fuc- 
<c  ceed  each  other  with  fuch  rapidity 
<f  that,  though  before  inclined  indo- 
"  lently  to  fly,  I  am  again  induced 
"  to  renew  the  conteft.  Cowardice, 
*c  I  believe,  you  are  convinced,  is 
"  not  native  in  my  heart :  and, 
"  fhould  I  now  too  eaiily  yield,  you 
<c  might  fuppofe  that  age,  and  the 
««  mileries  I  have  fuffered,  had  weak- 
"  ened  the  powers  of  mind  as  well 
41  as  body  ;  and  that  I  ought  to  be 
"  claffed   among  the  unhappy  mul- 

{i  titudes, 
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u  titudes,    whofe     fufferings    have 
f<  funken  them  to  defpondency. 

<c  Baron  Trenck,  that  man  of 
ct  many  woes,  once  fo  defpifed,  but 
u  who  now  is  held  in  admiration 
"  where  he  before  was  fo  much  the 
"  object  of  hatred  ;  who  now  fpeaks 
<{  loudly  in  his  own  defence  there, 
<c  where,  formerly,  the  man,  who  had 
te  but  whifpered  his  name,  would 
"  have  lived  fufpected  j  Baron 
"  Trenck  you  propofe  as  an  exam- 
ple of  falvation  for  me.  You  are 
<c  wrong.— Have  you  made  any  ra- 
f*  tional  comparifon  ?  Have  you  con- 
M  fidered  how  diflimilar  have  our  paft 
'<  lives  been;  how  different,  too,  are 
"our  prefent  circumftances  ? —  Or, 
M  omitting  thefe,  have  you  confidered 
"  to  whom  you  would  have  me  appeal? 
c*  In  the  year  1764  I  became 
•c  acquainted,  in  Vienna,  with  this 
Vol.  III.  E  «  fuffcrer 
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f  fufTerer  of  fortitude,  this  agreea- 
<f  ble  companion.  We  are  taught 
"  that  a  manly  and  noble  afpect  be- 
<c  fpeaks  a  correfpondent  mind  : 
«f  this  I  believe  him  to  poflfefs.  But 
<c  what  expectations  can  I  form  from 
"  Baron  Trenck  ? 

"  I  will,  however,  briefly  anfwer 
"the  queftions  you  have  put ;  for 
M  prolix  I  muft  not  be,  otherwife  I 
"  fhould  write  the  hiftory  of  my  Jife. 
"  Baron  Trenck  was,  as  I  am  inform- 
"  ed,  a  man  born  to  inherit  great 
"  eftates :  this  and  the  fire  of  his 
**  youth,  fanned  by  flattering  hopes 
lC  from  his  famous,  and  then  power- 
fC  ful,  kinfman,  rendered  him  too 
"  haughty  to  his  King ;  and  this 
«  alone  was  the  origin  of  all  his 
«  future  fufferings.  I,  on  the  con- 
"  trary,  though  the  fon  of  a  Silefian 

i(  noble- 
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<c  nobleman  of  property,    did    not 
"  inherit  (o    much    as    the   pay  of 
<c  a   common   foldier  j    the   family 
cc  having  been  robbed  of  their  pro» 
<c  perty  by  the  hand  of  power,  after 
<f  being    accufed     by    malice    and 
<f  wickednefs,   under  the   mafk    of 
,f  holy   virtue.     You  know  my  fa- 
u  ther's   fate,  the  efteem  in   which 
«  he  was  held  by  the  Emprefs  Te- 
M  refa  ;  and  that  a  pretended  miracle 
«  was  the  occafion  of  his  fall.    Sud- 
"  denly  was  he  plunged  from  that 
"  height,  to  which  induftry,  talents, 
**  and   virtue,  had   raifed    him,   to 
"  the  very  depth   of  poverty.     At 
"  length,    on  the  commencement  of 
"  the  feven  years'  war,   one   of  the 
"  King  of  Fruffia's  fubjects  repre- 
"  fented  him,  to  the  Auftrian  court, 
"  as   a  dangerous  correfpondent  of 
"  Marfhal  Schwerin's.    Then  fixty 
E  2  <f  years 
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<f  years   of    age,     my   unfortunate 
<f  father  was  feized   at  Jagerndorf, 
cf  and  imprifoned  in  the  fortrefs  of 
"  Gratz,  in  Styria.     He  had  an  al- 
ff  lowance  juft  fufficient  to  keep  him 
<c  alive  in  his  dungeon ;  but,  for  the 
fc  fpace  of  feven  years,  never  beheld 
"  the  fun  rile  or  fet.     I  was  a  boy 
(t  when  this  happened  :   the  certain- 
Cf  ty   of    his    innocence,     however, 
t(  emboldened  me  to  intercede  in  his 
"  behalf,  at  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
ff  I  was  not  heard.     I  only  received 
«  fome   pecuniary   relief    from    the 
"  Emprefs,  with  permifiion  to  fhed 
"  my  blood  in  her  defence.     In  this 
<c  lituation  we  firft  became  acquaint- 
tc  ed,  firft  vowed  eternal  friendfhip  j 
"  but  from  this  was  I  foon  fnatched, 
<f  not    by    my  own,    but     my  fa- 
"  ther's,  enemies.     What  the  Em- 
c<  prefs  had  bellowed  her  minifters 

4t  tore 
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u  tore  from  mc.  I  was  feized'  at 
*f  midnight,  and,  without  examina- 
"  tion,  was  brought,  in  company 
"  with  two  other  officers,  to  the 
€S  before-mentioned  fortrefsofGratz. 
"  Here  did  I  remain  immured,  in 
"  the  flower  of  youth,  fix  difmal 
"  years.  My  true  name  was  con- 
(t  cealed,  and  another  given  me.  I 
"  was  treated  like  a  malefactor,  and 
*•  kept  under  feven  locks. 

«  Peace  being  reftored,  Trenck, 
"  I,  and  my  father,  were  releafed  -, 
c{  but  the  mode  of  our  mutual  re- 
tf  leafe  was  very  different.  The  firft 
"  obtained  his  freedom  at  the  in- 
<(  tercefiion  of  Terefa :  fhe  too  af- 
<c  forded  him  a  future  provifion. 
"  We,  on  the  contrary,  according 
«  to  the  amnefty,  ftipulated  in  the 
(C  treaty  of  peace,  were  led  from  our 
6(  dungeons  as  ftate  prifoners,  a  pub- 
E  3  ec  lie 
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fi  lie  fpeclacle,  without  the  leaft  en- 
**  quiry  concerning  the  verity,  or 
"  falfehood,  of  our  fuppofed  crimes. 
i(  Extreme  poverty,  wretched nefs, 
t{  and  mifery,  were  our  reward,  for 
*c  the  iufferings  we  had  fa  unjuftly 
"  endured. 

**  Not  only  was  my  health  de* 
*'  ftroyed,  but  my  jaw-bone  was 
"  loft,  eaten  away  by  the  fcurvy. 
"I  laid  before  Frederic  the  Great 
u  the  proofs  of  the  calamities  I  had 
"  undergone,  and  the  difmal  ft  ate 
*f  to  which  I  was  reduced,  by  his 
'*  foe,  and  for  his  fake ;  intreat- 
"  ed  bread  to  preferve  me  and  my 
"  father  from  ftarving :  but  his  ear 
<f  was  deaf  to  my  prayer,  his 
"  heart  infenfible  to  my  fighs. 

t(  Providence,  however,  raifed  me 
"  up  a  faviour: —  Count  Gellhorn 
u  was  the  benevolent  man.     After 

w  the 
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"  the  taking  of  Breflaw,  he  had 
"  been  alio  fent  a  ftate  prifoner  to 
<f  Gratz.  —  During  his  imprifon- 
"  menr,  he  had  heard  the  general  re- 
"  port  of  my  fuffcrings,  and  my  inno- 
cc  cence.  No  foonerdid  he  learn  I  was 
Cf  releafed  than  he  generoufly  be- 
"  came  my  benefactor,  my  fupporter, 
fC  my  friend,  and  once  more  reflored 
"  me  to  the  converfe  of  men,  to 
"  which  I  had  fo  long  been  dead. 

"  I  defer  the  continuation  of  my 
"  narrative  to  the  next  poll.  The 
tf  remembrance  of  pau  woes  inflicts 
*f  prefent. 

Cl  I  am  eternally," 


E  4  LET- 


(     So     ) 


LETTER      IL 

**  February  24,  1787. 

"  Dear  Friend. 

"  AFTER  an  interval  of  filence, 
,c  to  calm  my  agitated  heart,  remem- 
*f  bering  my  promife,  I  mull  conti- 
•c  nue  my  ftory. 

"  My  perfonal  fufferings  have 
"  not,  certainly,  as  I  think,  been  lefs 
"  than  thofe  of  Trenck.  His,  how- 
,(  ever,  I  am  acquainted  with  only 
"  from  the  inaccurate  relations  I 
ft  have  heard  ;  my  own  I  have  felt: 
"  Them  how  mould  I  forget  ?  A 
"  colonel  in  the  Prufllan  fervice, 
"  whofe  name  was  Hallafch,  was  four 
"  years  my  companion  3  he  was 
"  infane,  and  believed  himfelf  the 
'<  Chrift  that  was  to  appear  at  the 

«  milk- 
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•*  milleniurrK  he  perfecuted  me  with 
"  his  reveries,  which  I  was  oblig- 
"  ed  to  liften  to,  and  approve,  or 
"  fuffer  violence  from  one  ftronger 
**  than  myfelf. 

M  The   fociety  of  men  or  books, 
'*  every  thing  that  could  confole  or 
*f  amufe,  were  forbidden  mej  and  I 
"  confider  it    as   wonderful  that  I 
"  did  not,  myfelf,  grow  mad,  in  the 
"  company  of  this  madman.     Four 
,f  hard   winters  did  I  exift  without 
"  feeling  the  feeble  emanation  of  a 
"  winter's  fun,  much  lefs  the  warmth 
M  of  fire.    The  very  madman  felt 
u  more  pity  than  my  keeper,  and 
<f  lent  me  his  cloak   to  cover  my 
t(  body,  though  the  other  inhumanly 
€i  denied  me  a  trufs  of  draw,  not- 
"  withftanding  I  had  loft  the  ufe  of 
*'  my  hands  and  feet.     The   place 
**  where  we  were  was  called  a  cham- 
E  <  <c  ber 
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'f  ber,  it  rather  refembled  the  tem- 
t:  pie  of  Cloacina.  The  noxious 
*•  damps  and  vapours  at  length  fo 
"  poifoned  my  blood  that,  together 
"  with  ill  treatment  from  an  unikil- 
if  ful  furgeon,  who  daily  tortured 
"  me,  during  nine  months,  with  in- 
"  fult,  as  a  Pruftian  traitor,  and 
"  ftate  criminal,  I  loft  the  greateft 
"  part  of  a  jaw.  We,  too,  were 
tr  nightly  difturbed  by  the  calling  of 
"  centinels,  and  were  frequently  ter- 
11  rified  by  the  grating  of  locks  and 
*f  bolts,  and  the  entrance  of  guards. 
"  Schottendorf  was  our  governor 
"  and  tyrant  j  a  man  who  repaid  the 
"  friendfliip  he  found,  in  the  manfion 
"  of  my  fathers,  with  cruelty.  He 
<c  was  ripe  for  the  fickle,  and  Time 
"  cut  him  off.  — Tormentini  and 
ct  Galer  were  his  fucceflbrs  in  office, 
"  but  not  in  infolence  and  inhuma- 

"  nity: 

7. 
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*f  nity :  by  them,  we  were,  indeed, 
Cf  carefully  watched,  but  we  alfo 
tc  were  treated  with  commiferation. 
4C  We  enjoyed  air  without  a  bribe, 
u  and  the  comfort  of  fweet  water.  — 
Cf  Their  precautions  warded  off  jail 
<r  diftempers  likewife,  and  rendered 
"  imprifonment  lefs  wretched.  Ever 
u  fhall  I  hold  their  memory  facred. 
"  Yet,  benevolent  as  they  were,  their 
"  goodnefs  was  even  exceeded  bv  that 
*'  of  Rottenfteiner,  the  head  jailor. 
"  Without  education,  without  other 
*f  principles  than  thofe  an  excel- 
"  lent  underftanding  taught,  hecon- 
fC  fidered  his  unfortunate  prifoners 
"as  his- children)  and,  inftead  of 
<{  enriching  himfelf,  by  plunder- 
<f  ing  the  poor  and  oppreffed,  he 
c<  was,  himfelf,  their  benefadlor.— 
"  Of  this  I  had  continual  experience, 
"  during  two  years  after  the  releafe 
E  6  «of 
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«  of   Hallafch.  —  He    deferved 
"  better  ftation  j  a  ftation  as  noble 
u  as  his  own  thoughts. 

"  Here,  my  friend,  I  but  curfo- 
**  rily  defcribe  mifery,  at  which  the 
"  monarch  (hall  fhudder,  if  the  blood 
u  of  a  tyrant  flow  not  in  his  veins. 
<f  Terefa  could  not  wifh  thefe 
u  things;  yet  they  were.  But  fhe  was 
"  human,  Ihe  was  fallible,  and  not 
"  omnifcient. 

"  From  the  above  narrative  you 
■"  will  perceive  how  oppofne  the 
M  effects  muft  be,  which  the  hiftories 
u  of  Baron  Trenck  and  of  myfelf 
«'  muft  produce. 

"  Trenck  left  his  dungeon,  fhield- 
"  ed  from  want  and  contempt :  the 
*f  day  of  freedom  was  the  day  of 
"  triumph.  I,  on  the  contrary,  was 
"  expofed  to  every  poflible  calamity. 
••  The  fpirit  of  Trenck,  bowed  as  it 

"had 
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« had  been,  by  affliction,  agaia 
"  raifed  itfelf.  I  have  watched  and 
"  laboured  many  a  fucceeding  night 
"  that  I  might  neither  beg  nor  perifh 
"  the  following  day:  working  for 
"judges  who  neither  knew  law,  nor 
"  had  fufficient  powers  of  mind  to 
"  behold  the  native  beauty  of  juftice : 
"  rectifying  or  fettling  accounts  that, 
"  item  after  item,  did  but  prove  the 
u  lord,  they  were  intended  for,  was 
ct  an  imbecile  dupe. 

"  Trenck  remembers  his  calami- 
"  ties,  but  the  remembrance  is  ad- 
u  vantageous  to  himfelf  and  his  fa- 
"  mily  j  while,  with  me,  the  paft  did 
<c  but  increafe,  did  but  agonize, 
"  the  prefent,  and  the  future.  He 
"  was  not,  like  me,  obliged  to 
*'  crouch  in  prefence  of  thofe  vulgar, 
i(  thofe  mean,  thofe  incapable  minds, 
"  that  do  but  confider  the  bent  back 

"as 
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cr  as  the  footftool  of  pride.  Every 
"  man  is  too  bufy  in  the  gratification 
*•  offclf,  to  bufy  himfelf  in  behalf 
,f  of  others  :  pity  me,  therefore,  but 
<c  advife  me  not  to  hope  affiftance, 
cf  by  petitioning  princes  at  fecond 
<c  hand.  I  know  your  good  wilhes, 
<f  and,  for  thefe,  I  have  nothing  to 
"  return  but  barren  thanks. 

"  I  am,  &c.  " 


LETTER      III. 

"  YES,  I  do  not,  cannot,  doubt 
<c  your  friendfhip,  your  zeal,  to  ferve 
"  me,  but  you  have  been  often  for- 
<c  tunate  in  the  accomplifhment  of 
"  your  hopes  j  I,  never. 

"  The  profpefb  of  gain  makes  the 
"  ufurer  adventurous  i  but,  by  digging 

"  under 
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"  under  the  foundation,  to  conceal 
"  or  to  recover  his  treafure,  he  may 
"  chance  to  overthrow  his  houfe, 
cf  and  bury  himfelf  under  its  ruins. 
iC  The  voice  of  fuffering  virtue  is, 
€C  alas !  unable  to  be  heard,  amid 
<c  the  agitated  waves  of  a  court:  fhe 
<c  utters  a  feeble  cry,  finks,  and  is 
ff  no  more  feen.  I  fear  the  perfecu- 
"  tion  of  the  clergy  —  Monarchs 
"  themfelves  bow  before  their 
**  power ! 

cc  Befide,  is  Trenck  in  that  fitua- 
"  tion  that  juftifies  his  interference 
"  in  behalf  of  a  flranger  ?  Certainly 
"not.  Oh,  no! — We  have  been 
<f  dreaming ;  you  to  begin,  and  I 
"  to  continue,  a  correspondence  on 
<f  fuch  a  fubjecf..  Were  he,  like 
<f  you,  my  intimate,  my  old  friend, 
u  perhaps  his  great  experience  of 
<c  the  world  might  lead  him  to  ima- 

"  gine 
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**  gine  fome  mode  of  procuring  a 
"  fupply,  fufficient  fully  to  fatisfy  my 
u  very  few  wants,  for  few,  indeed, 
(t  they  are..  Unlefs  he  alk  it,  con- 
*'  ceal  my  name.  His  filence  will 
"  evince  his  real  incapability  to  do 
"  me  fervice ;  his  good  will  cannot 
ct  be  doubted. 

"  Every  caution  is  neceflary  ;  for, 
"  were  I  driven  from  this  poor  re- 
u  fuge  of  wretchednefs,  I  might  fall 
"  into  the  power  of  one  who  may 
?<  be  a  tyrant,  who  might  again  rob 
"  me  of  light  and  air,  and,  adding 
'*  torture  to  calamity,  branding  me 
«'as  a  traitor,  might  delight  to 
e<  inflict  pangs  inc^'ffant,  and  render 
«  death  tedious». 


"  Farewel." 


ii 
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The  reaibns  why  I  publilhed  the 
foregoing  letters  are  already  ftated, 
and  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  appear 
fatisfactory  to  the  reader.  Once 
more  to  affairs  that  more  immedi- 
ately concern  mylelf. 


The    following    I    yefterday   re- 
ceived  from  Poland,  from  a  cor- 
efpondent,  who  is  like  wife  to  me 
unknown. 


"Sir, 


"  Rcfehow,  in  Gallicia, 
"April  30,  1787. 


c{  EVERY  feeling  heart, every  per- 

*  fon,  who  had  the  honour  of  being 
c  acquainted  with  you,  during  your 

*  abode   in   Auftria,    receives    the 

*  pureft  fatisfaction,  from  the  juftice 
'  at  prefentdone  you,  and  the  high 

**  honours 
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*c  honours  by  which  you  are  diftin- 
u  guifhed,  at  the  court  of  Berlin, 
fc  and  of  which  we  are  informed  by 
"  the  public  papers.  Yes,  fir,  it 
<f  is  a  fweet  fubjec!  of  confolation, 
,c  for  fufFering  humanity,  to  behold 
"  that  you,  now,  find  favour  and  juf- 
cf  tice  from  a  power  where  the  molt 
"  unbridled  barbarity, formerly, gave 
"  birch  to  the  bittereft  fufferings,  and 
V  the  moll  inconceivable  cruelty. 

u  Every  companionate  perfon,  in  this 
"  our  diftrict  of  bears,  has  read,  has 
"  wept  over,  thefe  fufferings,  ib  truly 
"  depicted  in  the  hiftory  of  your  life. 
"  Thrice  have  the  pages  been  bedew- 
"  ed  by  my  tears.  My  prefent  hope  is 
"  to  fee  a  continuation  of  your  hifto> 
"  ry,  written  on  the  now  benevolent 
"  banks  of  the  Spree.  Alas !  fure> 
**  like  the  firft  navigator  of  Horace, 
"  he  mull  in  oak  and  triple  Heel  r 

«  be 
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'be  armed,  who  fhould  not  feel  pity 
c  in  behalf  of  an  honeft  man,  an 
t  enlightened  author,  a  brave  fol- 
1  dier,  and  a  good  citizen. 

"  Let  me  intreat  your  acceptance 
c  of  this  teftimony  of  the  heart,  from 
f  a  man  who,  though  unknown  to 
f  you,  is,  with  the  mod  worthy 
and  bed-informed  men  of  Poland, 
'  your  fincere  admirer.  It  is  a  re- 
f  fpectful  tribute,  paid  to  uncom- 
mon merit. 

«'lam,  &c.*" 


*  This  letter  contains  fome  verfes,  which 
■e  only  a  repetition  of  fimilar  fentiments  with 
felf,  or  of  facts  told  in  the  life  of  the  Baron. 
3me  of  them  were  addreffed  to  the  Princefs 
zatoryfka,  who,  having  read  the  Baron's 
iftory,  had  become  highly  interested,  by  the 
Irents  it  related.        T. 

This 


11 
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This  letter  I  here  publifh,  tha 
I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  thank 
ing  the  perfon  who  has  paid  me  fuct 
high  compliments,  and  who  has  con 
cealed  his  name  that  I  might  noi 
have  the  difficulty  of  anfwering  fc 
flattering  an  epiftle. 

I  feel  the  happinefs  of  being  hclc  3 
in  eftimation,  by  the  noble-minded  j 
and,  if  the  Princefs  Czatoryfka  car 
credit  this  her  correfpondentA  and 
my  writings,  me  will  read  how  great 
are  thefe  my  fenfations  of  joy,  at 
having  the  happinefs  to  attain  fo  in 
valuable  an  honour. 

I  might  fill  a  volume  with  like 
letters,  but  they  appertain  to  another 
collection. 

I  met,  at  Berlin,  many  old  friends 
of  both  fexes :  among  others,  an 
aged  invalid  came  to  fee  me,  who 
was  at  Glatz,  in  1746,  when  I  cu8 

raj 
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ny  way  through  the  guard.  He  was 
me  of  the  centinels  before  my  door, 
nd  whom  I  had  thrown  down  the 
tairs. 

Another  invalid,  who  had  affifted 
ne,  when  imprifoned  at  Magdeburg, 
n  ridding  myfelf  of  my  bags  of  fand, 
ame  alfo  to  vifit  me. 

The  hour  of  quitting  Berlin, 
md  continuing  my  journey  into 
^ruffia,  toward  Königsberg,  my 
lative  country,  approached.  On 
he  eve  of  my  departure,  I  had,  once 
fgain,  the  happinefs  of  converfing, 
more  than  two  hours,  with  her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  Amelia,  filter 
bf  Frederick  the  Great  *.  Poflfefied 
if  native  greatnefs  of  mind,  and 
leep  penetration,  fhe  folely  had  the 
honour  of  gaining  the  entire  confi- 
dence  and  friendfhip  of  Frederick. 

*  This  princefs  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  lady 
|©  often  alluded  to  in  the  firft  volume.      T. 

She, 
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She,  as  far  as  fhe  was  able,  protected 
me  in  my  hour  of  extreme  adverfity  5 
heaped  benefits  upon  me,  and,  more 
than  any  other  perfon  in  the  world, 
contributed  to  gain  my  deliverance. 
Not  as  a  foreign  officer  did  fhe  re- 
ceive me,  during  my  flay  in  Berlin, 
but  as  a  friend,  as  an  aged  patriot ; 
laid  her  commands  upon  me  to  write 
immediately  to  my  wife,  and  requefl 
(he  would  come  to  Berlin,  in  the 
month  of  June,  with  her  two  eldeft 
daughters.  Her  promife  I  received 
that  the  happinefs  of  the  latter  fhould 
be  her  carej  nay,  that  fhe  would 
certainly  remember  my  wife  in  her 
will. 

At  this  moment,  when  about  to 
depart,  fhe  affectionately  afked  me 
if  I  had  money  fufficient  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  my  journey  :  "  Yes,  ma- 
"  dam,"  was  my  reply  j  "  for  myfelf 

"  I  want 
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"  I  want  nothing,  nothing  afk  j   but 
|<c  may  you  remember  my  children  lm 

The  fenfibility,  the  deep  feeling 
with  which  I  pronounced  thefe 
words,  moved  the  princefs  -,  fhe 
fhewed  me  how  perfectly  fhe  com- 
prehended my  meaning,  took  me  by 
the  hand,  and  faid,  "  Return,  my 
"friend,  quickly -,  I  fhall  be  mod 
"  happy  to  fee  you." 

I  haftily  left  the  room  -,  a  kind  of 
indecifion  came  over  me.  I  was  in- 
clined to  remain  fome  days  longer 
at  Berlin.  Had  I  done  fo,  my  pre- 
fence  would  mod  indubitably  have 
been  of  great  advantage  to  my  chil- 
dren. Alas !  ever  under  the  guidance 
of  my  evil  genius,  I  began  my  jour- 
ney. The  clear  profpect  of  futurity 
was  inftantly  overclouded ;  the  prin- 
cipal purpofe  for  which  I  came  to 
Berlin  fruftrated ;  for,  five  days  after 

my 


(    96    ) 

my  departure,  the  princefs  Amelia 
died! 

Is  not  this  a  new  proof  that  my 
implacable  deftiny  will  never  quit 
purfuing  me,  even  to  the  grave  ? 
He,  who  reads  my  hiftory  attentive- 
ly, will  fee  that  a  thoufand  times 
have  I  beheld  the  fhores  of  happinefs, 
and  that,  the  very  moment  I  ima- 
gined I  was  about  to  caft  anchor  in 
the  haven  of  tranquillity,  again  has 
an  unforefcen  hurricane  driven  me 
into  the  very  midft  of  the  wild  and 
angry  ocean. —  Yes,  yes,— fo  it  has 
been,  fo  it  fhall  be. 

In  vain  would  the  benevolent 
friends  of  man  offer  petitions  to 
Heaven  that  my  latter  days  might 
be  fpent  in  peace.  Their  prayers 
rife  not;  they  reach  not  the  feat  of 
mercy  !  Never  has  Heaven  infpired 
the  hearts  of  princes  to  act  effectu- 
ally 
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ally  in  my  favour.  Even  when  my 
friends  have  ferioufly  intended  to 
a  (Till  me,  or  in  their  wills  to  be- 
queath me  generous  legacies,  either 
they  have  been  perfuaded  to  the 
contrary,  by  my  enemies,  or  pre- 
vented, by  death,  from  fulfilling  their 
good  intentions.  Many  fafls  of  this 
kind  might  I  cite,  particularly  fome 
that  have  been  occafioned  by  father 
confeffors. 

This  lafl:  unfortunate  accident 
befel  me  through  my  own  fault;  I 
ought  better  to  have  employed  the 
favourable  moment.  The  more  cri- 
tical it  was  the  more  ardent  mould 
I  have  been  not  to  have  let  it  efcape. 
But  I  imagined  myfclf  too  certain. 
I  was  too  timid,  had  too  much  fenfi- 
bility,  or  rather,  indeed,  too  much 
pride  to  let  interefted  views  be  fc€n3 
at  fuch  a  moment. 

Vol.  HI.  F  "Well, 
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"  Well,  well  —  who  can  recall 
c<  the  paft  ? — It  is  the  will  of  Provi- 
"  dence,  thus  to  reftrict  your  happi- 
«  nefs." 

Such  are  the  apophthegms  in  which 
the  credulous  find  confolation  :  for 
my  own  part,  I  am  of  the  {e£k  of  the 
Sceptics.  I  am  convinced  that,  by 
ill-timed  delicacy,  I  have  neglected 
many  opportunities  of  making  my 
fortune.  Neither  fhall  Satan  be  ac- 
cufed  of  interfering,  for  he  has  had 
too  many  proofs  it  is  not  in  his 
power  to  make  me  defpair  ;  there- 
fore, fo  fhall  he  not  entrap  my  foul, 
which  is  but  rather  infpired,  by  dis- 
appointment, with  new  fortitude,  to 
encounter  new  misfortune.  If  it  be 
the  will  of  Heaven,  that  I  am  not  to 
enjoy  happinefs  here,  on  earth,  but 
that  my  Chriftian  fpirit  muft  content 
Jtfclf  with  court  compliments,  repu- 
tation 
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tation  acquired,  and  the  world's 
compafllon,  without  expecting  any 
thing  from  the  magnanimity  of  the 
belt  of  fovereigns  j  then  will  I  live, 
fatisfied,  in  my  confined  circle,  and 
comfort  myfelf  with  the  reflection 
that  I  have  defer ved  better. 

If  wealth  be  necefTary  to  happinefs, 
fo  indeed  mufl  my  happinefs  be 
fmall.  It  is  now  winter  with  me, 
and  never  more  can  it  be  fpring.  I 
will  no  more  be  the  dupe  of  vague 
and  filly  hopes.  Plans  of  aggran- 
dizement I  am  too  old  to  form  -y  too 
proud  am  L  for  the  precincts  of  a 
court,   too  obftinate  and  headftrono:. 

Peace  be  to  thy  aflies,  noble  prin- 
cefs !  Thy  will  was  good,  and  be  that 
fuflicient.  I  mail  not  want  materials 
to  write  a  commentary  on  the  hif- 
tory  of  Frederic,  when,  in  company 
with  thee,  -I  fhall  wander  on  the 
F  2  banks 
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banks  of  Styx ;  there,  the  events  that 
have  happened  on  this  poor  earth 
may  be  written,  without  fcruple  or 
danger.  Till  when,  it  is  molt  pro- 
bable, I  fhall  give  repofe  to  my  pen, 
unkis  fome  extraordinary  incidents 
fhould  once  more  reanimate  my  felf- 
love,  and,  by  the  publication  of  new 
truths,  I  fhould  be  induced  toexpofe 
myfelf  to  new  perfections ;  from 
which,  however,  may  the  good  God 
prefcrve  me  !  He  can  have  no  plea- 
lure  in  feeing  his  creatures  unhappy. 
He  yet  may  infpire  the  hearts  of 
kings,  to  think  of  what  I  have  been 
deprived,  and  of  what  is  my  due. 

So  proceed  we  with  our  ftory. 

On  the  22d  of  March  I  departed 
from  Berlin,  and  purfued  my  journey 
to  Königfberg,  but  remained  two 
days  at  the  court  of  the  Margrave 
of  Brandenburgh  Schwedt,  where  I 

was 
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was  received  with  kindnefs  and 
efteem.  The  Margrave  had  beftowed 
favours  on  me,  during  my  imprifon- 
ment  at  Magdeburg. 

I  departed  thence  through  Soldin 
to  Schildberg,  there  to  vifit  my  re- 
lation Sidau,  who  had  married  the 
daughter  of  my  filter,  which  daugh- 
ter my  filler  had  by  her  fir  ft  hufband, 
Waldow,  of  whom  I  have  To  often 
fpoken  in  my  firft  volume.  I  found 
my  kinfman  a  worthy  and  honourable 
man,  and  one  who  made  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  unfortunate  filler  happy. 
I  was  received  at  his  houfe  with  open 
arms  ;  and,  for  the  firft  time  during 
an  interval  of  two  and  forty  years, 
beheld  one  of  my  own  relations. 

On  my  journey  thither,  I  had  the 

unexpected  pleafure   to    meet  with 

Lieutenant-general  Kowalfky.  This 

good  gentleman  was  a  lieutenant  in 

F  3  the 
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the  garrifon  of  Glacz,  in  the  year 
1746,  ard  was  an  ocular  witnefs 
when  I  leaped  from  the  wall  of  the 
rampart.  He  had  read  my  hiftory, 
with  fome  of  the  principal  fads  of 
which  he  was  previously  acquainted. 
Should  any  one,  therefore,  doubt 
concerning  thofe  incidents  which  I 
have  related,  of  my  efcape  from 
Glatz,  and  which,  becaufe  of  the 
difficulties  attending  their  execution, 
have  been,,  by  fome,,  incapable  them- 
felves  of  a  like  enterprize,  fuppofed 
incredible,  I  may  refer  them  to  him, 
whofr  teftimony  cannot  be  fufpecled. 
From  Schildberg  I  proceeded  to 
Landmerg,  on  the  Warta.  Here  I 
found  my  brother-in-law,  Colonel 
Fape,  commander  of  the  Götz  dra- 
goons, and  the  fecond  hufband  of 
my  deceafed  fitter ;  and  here  palled 
a  happy  and  a  joyous  day.     Every 

body 
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body  congratulated  me  on  my  glo- 
rious return  into  my  country,  and 
offered  up  their  ardent  prayers  for 
my  future  felicity. 

I  found  relations  in  almofl  every 
garrifon,  and  was  almofl  every 
where  detained.  Never  did  man 
receive  more  honourable  marks  of 
efleem  throughout  a  kingdom.  The 
general  knowledge  of  my  unmerited 
calamities  procured  me  this  fweeC 
confolation ;  and  1  were  infenfiblc 
indeed,  and  ungrateful,  did  my  heart 
remain  unmoved  on  occafions  like 
thefe. 

Yes,  this  is  my  delectable  re- 
ward ;  a  reward  not  conferred  by 
princes ;  a  reward  to  which  virtue 
only  can  afpire  j  and  which  has  been 
beflowed  upon  me  with  profufion ; 
a  reward  which  the  hatred  of  the 
puiflant  Frederic  could  retard,  but 
F  4  could 
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could  not  prevent;  Nature  had  given 
me  too  robüft  a  body  :  a  reward  fo 
great,  fo  delightful,  fo  dear  to  re- 
membrance, that,  when  put  as  a 
counterpoife  to  the  afflictions  I  have 
ftiffered  for  the  fpace  of  two  and 
forty  years,  I  hold  it  more  than 
equivalent,  and  feel  it  overbalances 
them  all  !  My  heart  glories  in  its 
pafl  groans,  ail  my  wounds  are 
healed,  and,  though  the  fears  re- 
main, they  remain  but  the  honour- 
able proofs  of  victory. 

Raifcd  by  misfortune,  I  live  my 
country's  monument,  where  many 
inftructive,  many  exemplary  leflbns 
may  be  read.  Remember  me,  O  my 
friends,  in  the  hour  of  forrow ;  relate 
my  ftory  to  your  children;  publifh 
aloud  that  my  bones  have  deferved 
to  be  laid  in  the  fepulchre  of  my 
forefathers;  and,  though  I  am  not  per- 
mitted 
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mitted  to  reft  my  white  locks  on  the 
pillow  of  repofe  in  my  own  country, 
though  it  be  my  deftiny  to  die  in  the 
land  towhich  envy,  impofture,  imbe- 
cility, and  a  third  of  ill-gotten  gain 
have  banifhed  me,  ftill  let  my  me- 
mory live  among  you  j  ftill  let  me 
hope  my  name  (hall  be  held  in  ve- 
neration !  To  you  I  leave  my  chil- 
dren j  in  them  may  you  behold  their 
father's  probity  revive;  them  may 
you  diftinguifh  from  the  children  of 
thofe  who  nave  fuffered  nothing  for, 
loft  nothing  in,  their  country. 

In  Auftria  I  never  can  expect  a 
like  reception  ;  I  am  there  miftalcen, 
and  I  feel  little  inclination  to  labour 
at  removing  miftakes  fo  rooted. 
Yet,  even  there,  as  in  PruiTia,  am  I, 
by  the  general  voice,  approved.  Yes, 
I  am  admired,  but  not  known  ;  pi- 
tied, but  not  fupported  i  honoured, 
F  5  but 
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but  not  rewarded.  The  powerful 
are  wilfully  blind.  Yet  blind  may 
they  remain,  I  will  not  grieve* 
"  Who,"  faith  Geliert,  "  is  the  great 
"  man  by  whom  thou  art  honoured  ? 
"  Say,  doth  he  truly  know  to  efti- 
if  mate  merit  r"  Imagine  him  de- 
"  prived  of  titles,  his  riches  loft, 
"  his  badges  of  honour  gone,  and 
"  perhaps  thou  wouldfl  then  con- 
M  temn  his  applaufe,  for  thou  wouldfl: 
**  dtfpife  his  perfon." 

When  at  Berlin,  I  difcovered  art 
error  I  had  committed  in  the  firft 
volume  of  my  Life.  At  the  time  I 
wrote,  having  been  wrong  informed, 
I  believed  that  the  poftmafter-gene- 
ral  of  Berlin,  M.  Derfchau,  was  my 
mother's  brother,  and  the  fame  per- 
fon  who,  in  1742,  was,  firft,  grand 
counfellor  at  Glcgau,  and,  after- 
ward, prefident  in  Eaft  Friefeland. 
7  I  was 
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I  was  deceived  :  the  Derfchau,  who 
i-s  my  mother's  brother,  is  lull  living, 
and  prefdent  at  Aurich  in  Eait 
Friefeland. — The  poftrr.aiter  was  the 
fon  of  the  old  Derfchau  who  died  a 
genera!,  and  who  was  only  diftantly 
related  to  my  mother.  Neither  is 
the  younger  Derfchau,  who  is  the 
colonel  of  a  regiment  at  Burg,  the 
brother  of  my  mother,  but  only  her 
firhScoufin  ;  one  of  their  filers  mar- 
ried Lieutenant-colonel  Oflau,  whole 
fon,  the  Prefident  Oftau,  now  lives 
on  his  own  eftate,  at  Lablack,  in 
Pruflia. 

I  mention  this  at  prefent  for  the 
information  of  a  perfon  who,  becaufe 
I  had  committed  this  trifling  error, 
which  was  caufd  by  my  having 
been  abfent  from  my  country  aoove 
five  and  forty  years,  thence  took  oc- 
cafion  to  perfuade  the  world  my 
F  6  hiftory 
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hiftory  was  all  falfe :  having  cor- 
rected the  miftake,  I  may  add,  I  do 
not  fuppofe  any  Derfchau  has  reafon 
to  be  afhamed  of  being  allied  to  the 
family  of  Trenck,  which,  for  three 
hundred  years  paft,  has  intermarried 
with  the  moft  ancient  families  in 
Pruffia,  and  which,  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  country,  has  given  incontestable 
proofs  of  real  nobility  of  heart. 

I  was,  likewife,  deceived  in  having 
fufpected  a  lieutenant,  whofe  name 
is  Mollinie,  in  the  narrative  I  gave 
of  my  flight  from  Glatz,  of  having 
acted  as  a  fpy  upon  me  at  Braunau, 
and  of  having  lent  information  to 
General  Fouquet.  I  am  forry.  This 
honeft  man  is  ftill  alive,  a  captain 
in  Brandenburg.  He  was  affected 
at  my  fufpicion,  fully  justified  him- 
felf,  and  here  I  publicly  apologize. 
He  then  wasa  and  again  is  become, 

my 
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my  friend.  The  perfon  who  really 
gave  information,  to  General  Fou- 
quet,  was  Captain  Nimfchofsky,  my 
own  coufin,  who  came  to  vifit  me 
at  Braunau,  and,  under  the  mafk  of 
friendfhip,  concealed  the  traitor. 

I  have  alfo  received  a  fingular 
letter  from  one  Lieutenant  Brodow- 
iky.  This  extraordinary  gentleman 
is  offended  at  finding  his  mother's 
name  in  my  narrative,  and  demands 
I  fhould  retract  my  words.  Alas! 
how  can  I  retract  the  truth :  and 
truth  too  which  cannot  be  ofFenfive 
to  any  perfon  ?  Menaces  never  yet 
could  induce  me  to  commit  fuch  an 
action. 

My  readers  certainly  will  allow 
the  virtue  of  Madam  Brodowflcy,  at 
Elbing,  is  not  impeached.  Although 
I  have  faid  I  had  the  fortune  to  be 
beloved  by  her,    I  have  no  where 

in- 
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intimated  that  I  afked,  or  that  (he 
granted,  improper  favours. 

Certainly  I  had  no  intention  to 
injure  my  preceptor  Brodowfky,  who 
had  lived  in  my  father's  houfe,  and 
who  afterward  journeyed  to  my 
mother,  purpofely  to  procure  me 
fpeedy  fuccour.  I  never  meant  to 
injure  his  honour  living,  nor  his 
memory  dead. 

The  parents  having  been  my 
friends,  I  certainly  wifh  I  could 
oblige  the  fon  j  but  I  never  can 
write  that  facts,  inferted  in  the  hifto- 
ry  of  my  life,  which  have  happened 
to  myfelf,  are  falfe  or  imaginary. 
A  man  of  underflanding  will  not  be 
angry  mould  another  fay  to  him, 
<c  Your  mother  once  loved  me."  M. 
Brodowfky,  the  father,  never  was 
jealous ;  and  it  is  Urafige,  indeed, 
that  his  fon  ihould  be.  I  here  de- 
clare 
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clare  that,  with  refpeft  to  myfelf, 
Madam  Brodowfky  was  certainly 
chatte;  but  I  alfo  here  declare  I 
have  a  right  to  aflume  fome  merit 
to  myfelf.  This  I  think  a  fufficient 
anfwer  to  the  letter  of  the  lieute- 
nant. 

By  the  exprefs  defire  of  a  perfon 
of  diflinction  I  fhall  infert  an  inci- 
dent, in  this  place,  which  I  omitted 
in  the  fecond  volume,  left  I  mould 
have  fatigued  my  readers  by  a  too 
circumftantial  recital  of  my  various 
attempts  to  efcape  from  prifon. 
This  honourable  perfon  was  himfelf 
an  eye  witnefs  of  the  incident  I  am 
about  to  relate,  at  Magdeburg,  and 
reminded  me  of  the  affair.  It  was 
my  laft  attempt  but  one  at  flight. 
The  circumftances  were  thefe : 

As  1  found  myfelf  unable  to  get 
rid  of  more  fand,  after  having  once 

again* 
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again  cut  througrr  the  planking, 
and  mined  the  foundation,  I  made 
a  hole  toward  the  foiTe,  or  ditch,  in 
which  three  centinels  were  ftationed. 
This  I  executed  one  ftormy  night, 
it  being  eafy,  from  the  lightnefs  of 
the  fand,  to  perform  the  work  in  two 
hours. 

No  fooner  had  I  broken  through 
than  I  filently  drew  back  the  fand 
within  the  hoi?,  and  threw  one  of 
my  flippers  befide  the  palifadoes, 
that  it  might  be  fuppofed  I  had  loft' 
it  when  climbing  over  them.  Thefe 
palifadoes,  twelve  feet  in  height, 
were  fituated  in  the  front  of  the 
principal  foße,  and  my  centineh 
Hood  within.  There  was  no  centry- 
box  at  the  place  where  I  had  broken 
through. 

This  done,   I    returned    into  my 
prifon,  made  another  hole  under  the 

planking, 
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planking,  where  I  could  hide  myfelf, 
and   (topped  up  the  pafTage   behind 
me,   fo  that   it  was  not  probable  I 
could  be  feen  or  found. 

When  day-light  came,  the  cen~ 
tinel  faw  the  hole,  gave  che  alarm, 
the  officer  ran  terrified,  the  Hipper 
was  found,  and  it  was  concluded 
that  Trenck  had  fortunately  ef- 
caped  over  the  palifadoes,  and  was 
no  longer  in  prifon. 

Immediately  the  fub-governor 
came  from  Magdeburg,  the  alarm 
guns  were  fired,  the  horfe  fcoured 
the  country,  and  the  fortification 
and  fubterranean  pafTages  were  all 
vifited ;  no  tidings  came;  no  dif- 
covery  was  made,  and,  theconclufion 
was,  I  had  certainly  efcaped.  That 
I  mould  fly  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  centinels  was  deemed  im- 
poffible  j    the   officer,    and    all  the 

guard, 
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guard,  were  put  under  arreft,  and 
every  body  was  ftruck  dumb  with 
furprife. 

I,  in  the  mean  time,  fate  quiet  in 
my  hole,  where  I  heard  their  fearches> 
and  fuppofitions  that  I  certainly 
was  gone.  My  heart  bounded  with 
joy,  and  I  held  efcape  to  be  indu- 
bitable. They  moft  undoubtedly 
would  not  have  placed  centinels 
over  the  prifon  the  following  night, 
and  I  then  really  fhould  have  left 
my  place  of  concealment,  and,  moft 
probably,  have  fafely  arrived  in 
Saxony.  My  cruel  deftiny,  how- 
ever, robbed  me  of  all  hope  at  the 
very  moment  when  I  fuppofed 
the  greateft  of  my  difficulties  con- 
quered. 

Every  thing  feemed  to  happen  as 
I  could  wifh.  The  whole  garrifon 
came,   and    vifitcd    the    cafemates, 

and 
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and  all  flood  aftonilhed  at  the  mira- 
cle  they  beheld.  In  this  ftate  things 
remained  till  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  At  length  an  enfign 
of  the  militia  came,  a  boy  of  about 
fifteen  or  fixteen  years  of  age,  a 
very  chicken  in  appearance,  but 
who  had  more  wit  than  any  or  all 
of  them.  He  approached  the  hole, 
examined  the  aperture  next  the  fofle, 
thought  it  appeared  very  fmall, 
endeavoured  to  enter  it  himfelf, 
found  he  could  not,  therefore  con- 
cluded it  was  impoflible  a  man  of 
my  fize  could  have  paffed  through, 
and,  accordingly,  called  for  a  light. 

This  was  an  accident  I  had  not 
forefeen.  Half  ftifled  In  my  hole, 
1  had  opened  the  canal  under  the 
planking.  No  fooner  had  the  youth 
procured  a  light,  than  he  perceived 
my    white   ihirt,   examined   nearer, 

felt 
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felt  about,  and  laid  hold  of  me  by 
the  arm. 

The  fox  was  caught,  and  the 
laugh  was  univerfal.^-My  chagrin 
and  confuRon  may.  eafily  be  ima- 
gined. They  aJJ  came  round  me, 
paid  me  theif  complipjents,  and, 
finding  nothing  better  was  to  be 
done,  I  laughed  in  company  with 
them,  and,  thus  laughing,  was  led 
back,  with  an  aching,  a  diftraöed 
heart,  to  be  forrowfully  enchained 
in  my  dungeon. 

The  contrivance  was  highly  ap-. 
plauded  by  all  thofe  who  wifhed  I 
might  effect  my  efcape,  among 
whom  was  the  honourable  perfon 
who  defired  I  would  here  infert 
this  anecdote. 


I    continued    my   journey,   and 

arrived, 
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arrived,  on   the  fourth  of  April,  at 
Konigfberg,   where  my  brother  im- 
patiently expected  my  arrival.     We 
embraced  as    brothers    mull,    after 
an  dbfence  of   two  and    forty  years. 
Of  all  my  brothers  and  fitters  I  had 
left  in  this  city,  he  only  remained. 
He   lived   a   retired   and  peaceable 
life  on  his  own  efcates,  fulfilling  all 
the  duties  of  a   man.     He  had  no 
children    living.       I    continued    a 
fortnight  in  company  with  him,  and 
|  his  worthy  wife,  at  Konigfberg,  with 
infinite  fatisfaction  of  heart,  and  after- 
ward went  with  him  to  his  country 
feat,  where  I  fiayed  fix  weeks. 

Happy  days  !  Numbered  among 
the  mod  happy  of  my  life !  In  the 
midft  of  relations,  nephews,  ne- 
phews' children,  coulins  and  kinf- 
men  of  all  degrees,  who  came  to 
compliment  me  on  my  return  to 
2  re  vi  fit 
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revifit  the  place  of  my  nativity,  I 

imagined  myfelf  the  father  of  the 

family :    I    enjoyed    that   happinefs 

which  a  fire  enjoys,  whofe  name  is 

one  of  the  moft  refpectable  of  the 

land,  and  who  is  related,  by  ties  of 

blood,  to  moft  of  the  neighbouring 

families.      Man,  at  a  certain   time 

of  life,  is  no  where  fo  happy  as  at 

home,  efpecially  if,  like  me,  he  has 

wandered   into  foreign  lands,   feen 

their    manners    and    cuftoms,    and 

been  received  by  their   inhabitants 

with  cordiality  and  friendfhip. 

Here  I,  for  the  firft  time,  learnt 
what  had  happened  to  my  relations, 
during  my  abfence.  The  wrath  of 
the  great  Frederic  extended  itfelf 
to  all  my  family.  My  fecond 
brother  was  an  enfign  in  the  regi- 
ment of  cuirafliers  at  Kiow,  in  the 
year   1746,   when    I   firft   incurred 

dif- 
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difgrace  from  the  King.  Six  years 
he  ferved,  fought  at  three  battles, 
but,  becaufe  his  name  was  Trenck, 
never  was  promoted.  Weary  of 
expectation,  he  at  length  quitted 
the  army,  married,  and  lived  on 
Tiis  eftate  at  Meicken,  where  he  died, 
about  three  years  ago,  and  left  two 
fons,  who  are  an  honour  to  the  fa- 
mily of  the  Trencks. 

Common  fame  fpoke  him  a  per- 
fon  capable  of  rendering  the  ftate 
eflential  fervice,  as  a  military  man, 
the  profeflion  he  had  chofen  ;  but 
he  was  my  brother,  and  the  King 
would  never  fufFer  his  name  to  be 
mentioned. 

My  youngeft  brother  applied 
himfelf  to  the  fciences  ;  it  was  pro- 
pofed  that  he  fhould  receive  fome 
civil  employment,  as  an  intelligent 

and 
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■and  well  informed  man  :  but  the 
King  anfwered,  in  the  margin  of  the 
petition, 

cc  No  Trenck  is  good  for  any  thing." 

Thus  has  all  my  family  fuiFcred, 
becaufe  of  my  unjuft  condemnation. 
My  laft-mentioned  brother  chofe 
the  life  of  a  private  man,  and  lived 
at  his  eafe,  in  eftimation  and  inde- 
pendence, among  the  fir  ft  people 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  hatred  t)f  the  monarch  ex- 
tended itfelf  to  my  fitter,  who  had 
married  the  fon  of  General  Waldo w, 
and  lived  in  widowhood  from  the 
year  1749,  to  her  fecond  marriage. 
The  misfortunes  of  this  excellent 
woman,  in  confequence  of  the 
treachery  of  Weingarten,  and  the 
aid  fhe  fent  to  me  in  my  prifon  at 
Magdeburg,  1  have   before  related. 

She 
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She  was  poffeiTW  of  the  fine  eftate 
of  Hammer,  near  Landfberg  on  the 
Warta.  The  Ruffian  army  changed 
the  whole  face  of  the  country,  and 
laid  it  defert.  She  fled,  with  what 
effects  fhe  could,  to  Cuftrin,  where 
every  thing  likewife  was  burnt  and 
deflroyed  during  the  fiege.  The 
Pruffian  army  itfelf  demolifhed  the 
fine  forefts. 

After  the  war,  the  King  afiifted 
all  the  ruined  families  of  Branden- 
burg j  fhe  alone  obtained  nothing, 
becaufe  fhe  was  my  filter.  She 
petitioned  the  King,  who  replied 
fhe  muft  feek  for  redrefs  from  her 
dear  brother. 

She  died,  in  the  flower  of  her  age, 
a  fhort  time  after  fhe  had  married 
her  fecond  hufband,  the  prefent 
Colonel  Pape:  her  fon,  alfo,  died  laft 
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year.  He  was  captain  in  the  regi- 
ment of  the  Götz  dragoons. 

Thus  were  all  my  brothers  and 
fitters  punifhed  becaufe  they  were 
mine.  Who  is  he  that  fhall  afford 
retribution  for  fo  many  tragical 
events?  Could  it  ever  be  believed 
that  the  great  Frederic,  like  the 
great  Zabaoth,  would  revenge  him- 
i'df  on  the  children,  and  the  child- 
ren's children  ?  Was  it  not  fuffi- 
cient  that  he  mould  wreak  his  wrath 
on  my  head  alone  ?  WThy  has  the 
name  of  Trenck  been  hateful  to 
him,  to  the  very  hour  of  his  death  ? 
This  muft  ever  remain  an  incom- 
prehenfible  enigma. 

I  never  would  bafely  kifs  the  foot 
that  fpurned  me.  When  innocent, 
1  fought  to  avoid  being  fpurned,  and 
know  myfelf  guilty  of  no  other  crime. 

One  Derfchau,  captain  of  horfe, 
1  and 
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and  uterine  brother  of  my  mother» 
fecretly  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
King,  in  1753,  alleged  he  was  my 
neareft  relation,  and  feudal  heir, 
and  petitioned  that  he  would  beftow 
on  him  my  confifcated  eftate  of 
Great  Scharlack. 

The  King  demanded  that  the 
neceffary  proofs  mould  be  fenc 
from  the  chamber  at  Königsberg. 
He  was  informed  that  I  had  two 
brothers  living,  that  Great  Scharlack 
was  an  ancient  family  inheritance, 
and  that  it  appertained  to  my  bro- 
thers, and  not  to  Derfchau. 

My  brothers  then  announced 
themfelves  as  the  immediate  fuc- 
ceflbrs  to  this  fief,  and  the  King 
beftowed  on  them  the  eftate  of  Great 
Scharlack,  conformable  to  the  feudal 
laws.  That  it  might  be  properly 
divided,  it  was  put  up  to  auction, 
G  2  and 
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and  bought  by  the  youngeft  of  my 
brothers,  who  paid  the  furplus  to 
the  other,  and  to  my  filler.  He, 
likewife,  paid  debts,  charged  upon 
It  according  to  the  exprefs  orders 
of  the  court.  The  perfons,  who 
called  themfelves  my  creditors,  were 
impoftors,  for  I  had  no  creditors; 
I  was  but  nineteen  when  my  eftates 
were  confiscated,  confequently  was 
not  of  age.  By  what  right,  there- 
fore, could  fuch  debts  be  demanded, 
or  paid  ?  Let  them  explain  this 
who  can.  Any  man  might  fay 
whatever  he  pleafed,  for  I  was  not 
prefent  to  contradict. 

The  fame  thing  happened,  when 
an  account  was  given  in  to  the 
Fifcus  of  the  guardianfhip,  although 
I  acknowledge  my  guardians  were 
men  of  probity.  One  of  them,  how- 
ever, was  eight  years  in  poifeflion, 

and, 
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and,  when  he  gave  it  up  to  my  bro- 
thers, he  did  not  account  with  them 
for  a  fingle  (hilling. 

At  prefent,  therefore,  the  affair 
ftands  thus  :  Frederic  William  has 
taken  off  the  fentence  of  confifcation, 
and  ordered  me  to  be  put  in  pofTef- 
fion  of  my  eftate?,  by  a  gracious 
refcript :  empowered  by  this,  I  come 
and  demand  reflitution  j  my  brother 
anfwers,  "  I  have  bought  and  paid 
cc  for  the  eftate,  am  the  legal  pof- 
#*f  feilbr,  have  improved  it  fo  much 
<{  that  Great  Scharlack,  at  prefenr, 
"  is  worth  three  or  four  times  the 
tc  fum  it  was  at  the  time  of  cort- 
"  fifcation.  L^t  the  Fifcus  pay  me 
11  its  actual  value,  and  then  let  them 
<c  bellow  it  on  whom  thry  pleaic. 
"  If  the  reigning  king  gives  what 
<f  his  predecefibr  fold  to  me,  T  ought 
"  not  thereby  to  be  a  lofer." 

G  3  This 
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This   is    a    problem   which   the 
people  of  Berlin  muft  refolve.     My 
brother  has  no  children,  and,  with- 
out  going    to   law,   will    bequeath 
Great  Scharlack  to  mine,  when  he 
{hall  happen  to  die.     If  he  is  forced 
in  effect  to  reftore  it,  without  being 
reimburfed,    the  King,    inftcad    of 
granting    a    favour,    has   not   done 
juftice.     I  do  not  requeft  any  refli- 
tution  like  this,  fince  fuch  reftitu- 
tion   would  be  made  without  afking 
ir,  as  a  favour  of  the  King.     If  his 
Majefty   takes  off  the  confiscation, 
becaufe  he  is  convinced  it  was  ori- 
ginally violent  and  unjuft,  then  have 
I    a  right   to   demand  the  rents  of 
two  and  forty  years.     This  I  am  to 
require  from   the  Fifcus,  not  from 
my  brother. 

And,  mould  the  Fifcus  only  reftore 
me  the  price  for  which  it  then  fold, 

it 
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it  would  commit  a  manifeft  injuftice, 
fince  all  eftates  in  the  province  of 
Pruffia  have,  fince  the  year  1746, 
tripled  and  quadrupled  their  va- 
lue. 

If  the  eftate  defcends  only  to  my 
children  after  my  death,  I  receive 
neither  right  nor  favour,  for,  in  this 
cafe,  I  obtain  nothing  for  myfelf, 
and  fhall  remain  deprived  of  the 
rents,  which,  as  the  eftate  is  at  pre- 
fent  farmed,  by  my  brother,  amount 
to  four  thoufand  rix-dollars  per 
annum.  This  eftate  cannot  be 
taken  from  him  legally,  fince  he 
enjoys  it  by  right  of  purchafe.  It 
will  not  be  the  King,  who,  when  I 
am  dead,  will  beftow  it  upon  my 
children  ;  but  my  brother,  who  will 
bequeath  it  them  by  will. 

Such  is  the  prefent   ftate  of  the 

bufinefs.       How     the     benevolent 

G  4  mo- 
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monarch  mall  think  proper  to  de- 
cide, will  be  feen  hereafter.  I  have 
demanded,  of  the  Fifcus,  that  it 
fhall  make  a  fair  valuation  of  Great 
Scharlack,  reimburfe  my  brother, 
and  reftore  it  to  rne.  My  brother 
has  other  eftates.  Thefe  he  will 
difpofe  of  by  teftament,  according 
to  his  good  pleafure. 

Be  thefe  things  as  they  may,  the 
purpofe  of  my  journey  is  accom- 
plifhed.  My  brother  is  my  friend, 
and  the  father  of  my  children.  My 
fon  is  in  his  majefty's  fervice,  and 
my  honour  is  juftified  in  my  own 
country.  In  Pruffia,  at  leaft,  I  am 
victorious  over  fate. 

Reader,  if  thou  haft  noble 
thoughts,  rejoice  with  me,  and, 
from  my  hiftory,  learn  that  evil 
itfelf  may  convert  to  good.  In  the 
nineteenth  year  of   my   age,  1   loft 

my 
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my  fortune,  my  liberty,  my  all,  ho- 
nour and  fortitude  excepted,  and 
thefe  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
defpot  to  take.  Two  and  forty- 
years  have  I  lived  deprived  of  my 
property,  two  and  forty  years  en- 
dured poverty,  and  even  exceflive 
indigence,  with  the  exception  of 
fome  few  intervals,  without  ever 
being  guilty  of  meannefs,  and,  in  the 
moment  of  good  fortune,  I  have 
been  liberal  even  to  prodigality» 
I  often  have  been  deceived,  but 
never  was  a  deceiver.  Thofe  who 
plundered  me  blufh  at  my  name. 
I  walk  proudly  even  in  the  prefence 
of  kings.  I  write  truths  without 
difguife,  and  my  writings  find  tole- 
ration, and  privilege.  I  was  de- 
fpifed,  condemned,  and  rejected, 
yet  obtained,  even  in  the  dungeon's 
depths,  than  which  no  man  could 
G  5  defcend 
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dcfccnd  lower,  the   general  efteem 
and  approbation  of  the  worthy. 

Thou,  great  God,  haft  preferved 
me  amidft  my  troubie.  The  pureft 
gratitude  penetrates  my  heart.  Oh 
that  it  might  pleafe  thee  never  to 
let  mortal  endure  what  I  have  en- 
dured, or,  if  fo  it  cannot  be,  that 
thou  wouldfl:  grant  him  equal 
flrength  to  wreftle  with  woe.  Oh 
that  thou  wouldfl  fhield  man  from 
arbitrary  power,  and  banifh  def- 
potifm  from  the  earth.  Difhonour, 
cafl:  headlong  down,  and  exterminate 
the  enemy  of  man,  and  let  all  pre- 
varicating judges  be,  like  mine, 
reduced  to  cleanfe  the  flreets  of 
filth.  Suffer  not  the  hypocritical 
knave  to  injure  and  infult  the  vir- 
tuous. May  this  my  tragical  nar- 
ration be  a  lefibn  to  the  afflicted, 
afford  hope  to  the  defpairing,  for- 
titude 
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titude  to  the  wavering,    and  make 
and  humanize  the  hearts  of  kings. 

Joyfully  now  do  I  journey  to 
the  mores  of  death.  My  duty  is 
fulfilled,  my  end  attained,  tranquillity 
deferved.  My  confcience  is  void 
of  reproach,  pofterity  mall  blefs 
my  memory,  and  only  the  unfeeling, 
the  wicked,  the  confeiTor  of  princes, 
and  the  pious  impoftor,  fhall  vent 
their  rage  againft  my  writings. 
My  few  remaining  hours  of  life 
fhall  ftill  be  dedicated  to  the  love 
of  men.  For  my  own  part,  my 
wants  are  few.  My  mind  is  defir- 
ous  of  repofe  -,  and,  mould  this  be 
denied  me,  ftill  will  I  not  murmur. 
I  now  wifh  to  ileal  gently,  though 
not  wholly  unknown,  toward  that 
laft  afylum,  whither  in  my  youth, 
if  thither  I  went,  it  muft  be  with 
colours  flying.  Grant,  Almighty 
G  6  Godv 
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God,    that   the   prayer   I    this    day 
make   may     be     heard,     and     that 
fuch  may  be  the  conclufion  of  my 
eventful  life» 
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FRANCIS   Baron   Trenck    was 
born,  in  1714,  in  Calabria,  a 
province  of  Sicily.     His  father  was 
then  a  governor,  and  lieutenant-co- 
lonel  there,   and   died,  pofleiTed  of 
thefe  honours,   in   1743,    at   Leit- 
fchau  in  Hungary,  lord  of  the  rich 
manors  of  Preflowacz,    Pleternitz, 
and  Pakratz,  in  Sclavonia,  and  other 
confiderable  eftates  in  Hungary.  His 
chriftian  name  was  John;  he  was  my 
father's  brother,  and  born  in  Königf- 

berg, 


l 


(     'S«    ) 

berg,  fn  Pruflia,  where  the  family  is 
well  known,  and  where  it  has  pof- 
feffed  eftates  ever  fince  the  times  of 
the  Teutonic  knights, 

The  name  of  his  mother  was  Kett- 
ler ;  (he  was  born  in  Courland,  but  I 
am  unacquainted   with  her    family» 

Suffice  it  to  fay  that  Trenck,  whofe 
hiftory  I  write,  was,  both  by  father 
and  mother,  a  gentleman  of  ancient 
family  j  and  that  his  grandfather  and 
mine  was  of  Prufiia,  He  was  nor,  as 
his  enemies  propagated  at  Vienna, 
the  fon  of  a  Sclavonian  robber.  His 
father,  who  had  ferved  Auftria,  with 
honour,  till  the  age  of  fixty-eight, 
died,  as  I  have  faid,  at  Leitfchau, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  bore 
thofe  wounds  to  his  grave  which 
attefted  his  warlike  valour. 

Francis  Baron  Trenck  was  his  only 
fon ;  he  had  attained  the  rank  of  co- 
lonel 
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Ionel  during  his  father's  life,  and 
ferved  with  diftinction  in  the  army 
of  Maria  Therefa. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  his  early 
youth.  The  hiftory  of  his  life,  which 
he  publifhed  in  1747,  when  he  was 
under  confinement  at  Vienna,  is  fo 
full  of  minute  circumftances,  and  fo 
poorly  written,  that  I  (hall  make  but 
little  ufe  of  it.  Ht^re  I  mall  relate 
only  what  I  have  heard  from  the 
mod  creditable  perfons,  from  his 
enemies  themfelves,  and  what  I  have 
myfelf  feen. 

His  ancient  father,  a  bold  and 
daring  foldier,  idolizing  his  only 
fon,  and  fuperlatively  avaricious, 
wholly  neglected  his  education,  fo 
that  the  paflions  of  this  fon  were 
moil:  unbridled.  Endowed,  by  na- 
ture, with  very  extraordinary  talents, 
the  heir  of  a  rich  father,  this  ardent 

youth 
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youth  was  early  his  own  matter,  and 
allowed   to   indulge   the  impetuous 
fire  of  his  conftiturion.     Moderation 
was  ever  utterly  unknown  to   him, 
and  good  fortune   mod  remarkably 
favoured  all  his  enterprizes.     Thefe 
were    numerous,    undertaken   from 
no  principle  of  virtue,  nor  actuated 
by  any  motives  of  humanity.     The 
love  of  money,  and  the  defire    of 
fame,  were  the  pailions  of  his  foul. 
All  his  wifhes  were  fuccefsful,  there» 
fore  were  all  his  wifhes   indulged. 
To  his  warlike  inclination  was  ad- 
ded the  infenfibility  of  a  heart  native- 
ly wicked  i   and  he  found  himfelf  an 
actor,  on  the  great  fcene  of  life,  at  a 
time  when   the  earth  was  drenched 
with    human   gore,   and   when    the 
fword  decided  the  fate  of  nations : 
hence  this  chief  of  pandours,  this 
fcourge  of  the  unprotected,  naturally 

became 
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became  an  iron-hearted  enemy,  a 
ferocious  foe  of  the  human  race,  a 
formidable  enemy  in  private  life,  and 
a  perfidious  friend. 

Conftitutionally  choleric  and  fan- 
guinary,  addicted  to  voluptuous  plea- 
fures,  fenfual,  and  brave;  he  was  un- 
appealable when  affronted,  prompt 
to  a£b,  in  the  moment  of  danger 
circumfpect,  and,  when  under  the 
dominion  of  anger,  inhuman  and 
cruel  even  to  fury  j  irreconciieable, 
artful,  fertile  in  invention,  and  ever 
intent  on  great  projects. 

When  youth  and  beauty  infpirefd 
love,  he  then  became  fupple,  infinuat- 
ing,  amiable,  gentle,  refpectful  -,  yet, 
ever  excited,  by  pride,  unceafingly  to 
purfue  his  purpofe,  each  conqueft 
gave  but  new  defires  of  adding  ano- 
ther Have  over  whom  he  might  do- 
mineer; and,  whenever  he  encoun- 
tered 


(     HO     ) 

tered  unfhaken  refiftance,  he  even 
then  ceafed  to  be  avaricious.  A  pru- 
dent and  intelligent  woman,  turning 
this  part  of  his  character  to  advan- 
tage, might  have  formed  this  very 
fingular  man  to  virtue,  probity,  and 
the  love  of  the  human  race;  but, 
from  his  mod  tender  infancy,  his 
will  had  never  fu  fie  red  reftraint,  and 
he  thought  nothing  impofiible.  As 
a  foldier,  he  was  bold  even  to  teme- 
rity; capable  of  the  mod  hazardous 
enrerprize,  and  of  laughing  at  the 
danger  himfelf  provoked.  His  am- 
bitious projects  were  the  more  ele- 
vated becaufe  that  the  end  of  all  his 
actions  was  the  acquirement  of  re- 
nown. In  council  he  was  dangerous  ; 
every  thing  rauft  cede  to  his  views. 
To  him  the  means,  by  which  his  end 
was  tobe  obtained,  were  indifferent. 
Wo  to    the  wretch  who  hoped  to 

excite 
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excite  his  companion,  by  fubmifiion 
and  prayer ! 

The  Croats  at  this  time  were  un- 
difciplined,  prone  to  rapine,  thirfting 
for  human  blood,  and  only  taught 
obedience  by  violence  and  blows ; 
thefe  hac:  been  the  companions  of 
his  infancy  ;  thefe  he  undertook  to 
fubject,  by  fervitude  and  fear,  to  mi- 
litary fubordination,  and,  from  ban- 
ditti, to  make  them  foldiers.  His 
habitual  intercourfe  with  fuch  a 
fpecies  of  men  gave  him  that  fierce- 
nefs  of  character,  which  has  been  fo 
often  remaiked  in  tyrants. 

With  refpect  to  his  exterior,  Na- 
ture had  been  prodigal  of  her  fa- 
vours. His  height  was  fix  feet  three 
inches,  and,  though  his  ftature  was 
thus  gigantic,  the  fymmetry  of  his 
limbs  was  exact  j  his  form  was  up- 
right,   his   countenance   agreeable, 

yet 
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yet  mafculine,  and  his  ftrength  almoft 
incredible.  He  could  fever  the  head 
from  the  body  of  the  largeft  ox,  with 
one  ftroke  of  his  fabre,  and  he  was 
fo  adroit  at  this  Turkifh  practice  that 
he  at  length  could  behead  men  as  if 
he  were  cleaving  turnips.  In  the 
latter  years  of  his  life,  his  afpect  was 
become  terrible,  becaufe  that,  during 
the  Bavarian  war,  he  had  been  fcorch- 
ed  by  the  explofion  of  a  powder-bar- 
rel, and  his  face  remained  fcarred  and 
impregnated  with  black  fpots. 

In  company  he  rendered  himfelf 
exceedingly  agreeable,  fpoke  feven 
languages  fluently,  was  jocular,  pof- 
feflfed  wit,  and  in  ferious  converfation 
underftanding  j  had  learned  mufic, 
fung  with  tafle,  and  had  a  good 
voice,  fo  that  he  might  have  been 
well  paid  as  an  actor,  had  that  been 
his  fate.    He  could  even,  when  fo 

difpofed, 
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difpofed,  become  gentle  and  com-» 
plaifant;  but,  wherever  he  could 
command,  he  was  a  monfter. 

His  look  told  the  man  of  obferva- 
tion  that  he  was  cunning  and  cho- 
leric j  and  his  wrath  was  terrible. 
He  was  ever  fufpicious,  becaufe  he 
judged  others  by  himfelf.  Self- in- 
terefl  and  avarice  ever  conftituted 
his  ruling  paffion,  and,  whenever  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  incrcafing  his 
wealth,  he  equally  difregarded  the 
duties  of  religion,  the  ties  of  honour, 
and  human  pity.  In  the  thirty-firft 
year  of  his  age,  when  he  was  pof- 
feiTed  of  nearly  two  millions, -he  did 
not  expend  a  florin  per  day,  fo  that 
he  even  denied  himfelf  neceflaries. 

As  he  and  his  pandours  always 
led  the  van,  and  as  he  thence  had 
opportunity  to  ravage  the  enemy's 
country,   as  the  head  of  troops  fo 

addicted 
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addicted  to  rapine,  we  muft  not 
wonder  that  Bavaria,  Silefia,  and 
Alfatia,  were  fo  plundered.  He  alone 
purchafed  the  booty  from  his  troops, 
at  a  low  price,  and  this  he  fent  by 
water  to  his  own  eftates.  If  any  one 
of  his  officers  had  made  a  rich  cap- 
ture, Trenck  inftantly  became  his 
enemy.  *  He  was  fent  on  every  dan- 
gerous expedition,  till  he  fell,  and 
the  colonel  became  his  univerfal 
heir,  for  Trenck  appropriated  all  he 
couJd  to  himfelf. 

He  was  reputed  to  be  a  man  moil 
expert  in  military  fcience,  an  excel- 
lent engineer,  and  to  pofTefs  an  exact 
eye  in  eftimating  heights  and  dif- 
tances.  Hence  had  he  the  firft  of  ad- 
vantages that  a  partifan  leader  can 
enjoy,  that  of  being  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  country  in  which 
the  war  is  carried  on.  In  all  enter- 
'  prizes 
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prizes  he  was  the  firft j  inured  to  fa- 
tigue, his  iron  body  could  fupport  it 
without  inconvenience.  Nothing 
efcaped  his  vigilance,  all  was  turned 
to  account,  and  what  valour  could 
not  accomplifh  cunning  fupplied. 
His  pride  fuffered  him  not  to  incur 
an  obligation,  and  thus  was  he  by- 
principle  unthankful  ;  his  actions  all 
centred  in  felf,  and,  as  he  was  re- 
markably fortunate  in  whatever  he 
undertook,  he  afcribed  even  that 
which  accident  gave  to  forefight  and 
genius.  Depending  thus  on  him- 
felf,  he  was  incapable  of  feeking, 
valuing,  or  maintaining  friendlhip, 
therefore  was  abandoned  when  he 
mod  needed  the  firm  fupport  of 
friendfhip. 

Yet  was  he,  ever,  as  an  officer,   a 

mod  ufeful    and  ineitimabie  man  to 

the  ftate.     His  love  and  refpeCt  for 

Vol.  III.  H  his 


(     146     ) 

his  fovereign,    and  his  zeal  in  her 
fervice,  were  unbounded  :   wherever 
her   glory  was  at  flake,    he  would 
willingly   have  devoted  himfelf  her 
victim.     This  I  affert  to  be  truth  :  I 
probed  his  heart,  and  knew  him  well. 
Of  little  coniequence  is    it   to   me, 
whether  the  hiftorians  of  Maria  Te- 
refa  have,  or  have  not,  mifreprefented 
his  talents,  and  the  fame  he  defend- 
ed.    I  am  one  of  thofe  biographers 
who  do  not  flop  to  relate  trifles.     I 
hold  it  moft  efTential,  firft,   to  de- 
icribe  the  true  character  of  the  man 
whofe  life  I  write;    his  virtues,  his 
vices,  and  his  paflions,  without  dif- 
guife  ;  and  afterward  to  fupport  what 
I  have  affirmed,  by    the  relation  of 
facts,     the   veracity    of  which  the 
reader  will  judgeof,  comparing  them 
with  what  he  has  before  learned  con- 
cerning 


(     M7     ) 

cerning  the  character  of  the  man,  of 
whom  fucli  facts  are  related. 

According  to  principles  like  thefc 
ought  all  the  hiftories  of  our  heroes 
and  monarchs  to  be  written  ;  their 
virtues  and  vices  ought  fo  to  be  por- 
trayed that  their  fucceflbrs  may  not 
be  deceived,  but  may  determine  for 
themfelves,  according  to  the  cha- 
ra&eriftic  traits  laid  before  their 
eyes,  and  amend  their  own  errors. 
The  parafite,  the  felf-interefted  and 
the  timid  hiftorian,  alike,  are  the 
friends  of  falfehood.  I  write  not  ro- 
mances, to  difguife  the  failings  or 
the  crimes,  to  palliate  the  deteftable 
a&s  or  to  magnify  the  virtues,  of 
king,  or  hero.  I  write  truth,  for 
the  information  and  improvement 
of  man. 

The  life  of  Trenck   I  write  for 

the  following  reafons.     He  had  the 

H  2  honour 
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honour  firft  to  form,  and  command, 
regular  troops,  railed  in  Sclavonia. 
The  foldiers  acquired  glory  under 
their  leader,  and  fuflained  the  totter- 
ing power  of  Auftria  :  they  made 
libations  of  their  blood  in  its  de- 
fence, as  did  Trenck,  in  various 
ties.  He  ferved,  like  a- brave  war- 
rior, with  zeal,  loyalty,  and  effecl. 

The  vile  perfections  of  his  ene-r 
mies,  at  Vienna,   with  whom  he  re- 
filled   to  fhare   the  plunder  he  had 
made,  loft  him  honour,  liberty,  and, 
not   only   the    perfonal  property  he 
had    acquired,     but,     likewise,  the 
family  patrimony,  in  Hungary.    He 
died,    like    a    malefactor,    illegally 
fcntenced,    in    imprisonment;     and 
Knaves  have  affirmed,  and  fools  have 
believed,   and  believe  ftill,  he  took 
the  King  of    PrufTia  prifoner,    and 
that  he  granted  him  freedom,  in  con- 

fequence 
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H -nee  of  a  bribe.     So  hava   the 
.  Hungarians  been    led   to  fup- 
pofe    that  a   Hungarian    had  really 
been   a  traitor. 

By  my  writings,  I  wifh  to  piov* 
to  this  noble  nation  that  Trenck 
for  his  loyalty,  on  the  contrary,  de- 
ferved  compaflion,  efteem,  and  ho- 
nour, in  his  country.  This  I  have 
already  done  in  the  former  part  of 
my  hiftory.  The  truth  of  this  no 
man  denies  ;  for  I  have  offered  to 
bring  the  legal  acts  in  teftimony  of 
what  I  have  afTerted,  mould  the  mo- 
narch be  inclined  to  examine  this 
truth,  and  events  fo  difhonourable 
to  juftice,  or  to  act,  in  this  cafe,  as 
Frederic  William  has  acted,  at  Ber- 
lin, where  I  have  been  heard  in  my 
own  juftification.  The  dead  Trenck 
can  fpeak  no  more;  but  it  is  the 
H  3  duty 
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duty  of  the  living  ever  to  fpeak  in 
defence  of  right. 

Trenck  wrote  his  own  hiftory, 
during  the  fuits  carried  on  againft 
him,  while  he  was  confined  in  the 
arfenal  at  Vienna ;  and,  in  the  lad: 
two  meets,  he  openly  related  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  treat- 
ed by  the  council  of  war,  of  which 
Count  Löwenwalde,  his  greateft  ene- 
my, was  prefident.  The  count,  how- 
ever, found  fupporters  too  powerful, 
and  thefe  meets  were  torn  from  the 
book,  and  publicly  burnt  by  the 
hangman  at  Vienna.  Defence  after 
this  became  impoflible  :  he  groaned 
under  the  gripe  of  his  adverfaries. 

I  have  given  a  literal  copy  of 
thefe  meets  in  the  firft  volume  of 
my  life  j  and,  I  again  repeat,  I 
am  able  to  prove  the  truth  of  what 
is  there  aliened,  by  the  acts,  pro- 
ceedings, 
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ceedings,  andjudicial  regifters,  which 
are  in  my  pofieflion.  He  was  con- 
fined in  the  Spielburg,  becaufe  much 
was  to  be  dreaded  from  an  injured 
man,  whom  they  knew  capable  of 
the  mod  defperate  enterprizes.  He 
died  defencelefs,  the  facrifice  of  ini- 
quity and  unjuft  judges.  He  died, 
and  his  honour  remained  unpro- 
tected. 

I  am,  by  duty,  his  defender  j  al- 
though he  expired  my  perfonal  ene- 
my, the  author  of  all  the  ills  I  have 
fuffered.  I  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  his  perfecutors  too  late  for  the 
unfortunate  Trenck.  And  who  are 
thofe  who  have  divided  his  fpoils  5 
who  flew  him  that  they  might  fat- 
ten themfelves  ?  Who  has  feen  any 
one  of  their  families  render  a  Trenck 
to  the  ftate  ?  Who  ever  difcovered 
a  man  of  noble  heart  amid  their 
H  4  offspring  ? 


(  *52  ) 
offspring  ?  Profperity  be  to  your 
excellencies,  now,  by  the  grace  of 
Heaven  and  the  Empreis,  the  nobles 
of  the  land  !  Your  titles  have  been 
paid  for  from  the  coffers  ofTrenck  ! 
Yet  can  neither  thefe  your  cabals, 
your  wealthy  protectors,  your  own 
riches,  or  your  credit  at  court,  de- 
prive me  of  the  right  of  vindicating 
his  fame. 

I  have  boldly  written,  have  open- 
ly (hewn,  that  Trenck.  was  pillaged 
by  you  ;  that  he  ferved  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  as  a  worthy  man,  with  fide- 
lity and  zeal  ;  not  by  coming  pow- 
dered upon  the  parade;  not  in  court- 
martials,  and  committees  of  enquiry  •, 
but  fword  in  hand,  fighting  for  his 
country,  fharing  the  foldier's  glory, 
yer,  afterward,  falling  the  victim  of 
envy  and  power  ;  failing  by  the 
hands  of  thofe    who  are  unworthy, 

incapable, 
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incapable,  of  judging  merit  and  pro- 
bity. He  cake  the  King  of  Prufija  ! 
He  took  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Yes  he  is  dead — But  fhould  any 
man  on  earth  dare  openly  affirm  that 
the  Hungarian  or  the  Pruffian 
Trenck  were  either  of  them  capa- 
ble of  trealbn,  that  either  of  them 
merited  punifhment  at  Vienna  or  at 
Berlin,  for  having  betrayed  their 
country,  he  will  not  have  long  to 
leek  before  he  will  be  informed  that 
he  has  done  us  both  injuftice.  After 
this  preface,  I  fliall  continue  my 
narrative  according  to  the  plan  I 
propoled. 

Trenck,  the  father,  was  a  mifer, 
pad  fervice,  yet  a  well  meaning  man. 
Trenck,  the  fori,  on  the  contrary, 
was  a  youthful  foldier,  turbulent  and 
hot,  who  flood  in  need  of  money 
to  indulge  his  pleafures.  Many 
H  5  curious 
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curious  pranks  he  played,  when  an 
enfign  in  I  know  not  what  regiment 
of  foot. 

He  went  to  one  of  the  collectors 
of  his  father's  rents  and  demanded 
money ;  the  collector  refufed  to  give 
him  any,  and  Trenck  cleaved  his 
ikull  with  his  fabre.  A  profecution 
was  commenced  againft  him,  *  but, 
war  breaking  our,  in  1736,  between 
the  Ruffians  and  the  Turks,  he,  with 
thepermiffion  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
raifed  a  fquadron  of  HufTars,  and 
went  with  it  into  the  Ruffian  fervice, 
contrary  to  the  will  of  his  father. 

In  this  war  he  diftinguiihed  him- 
felf  highly,  and  acquired  the  pro- 
tection of  Field-marihal  Munich. 
He  was  fo  fuccefsful,  and  fo  daring, 

*  The  ftate  of  vaftalage  in  thefe  countries  is 
moft  melancholily  depicted  by  this  andfimilar 
anecdotes.  T. 

as 
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as  a  partifan  leader  againft  the  Tar- 
tars, that  he  became  very  famous  in 
the  army,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign, was  appointed  major. 

It  happened,  on  fome  occafion, 
that  flying  parties  of  the  Turks 
approached  the  front  of  his  regi- 
ment, when  on  march,  and  Trenck, 
feeing  a  favourable  moment  for  at- 
tacking them,  went  to  Colonel  Ru- 
min,  defiring  that  the  regiment 
might  be  led  to  the  charge,  and  that 
they  might  profit  by  fo  fair  an  op- 
portunity. The  timid  colonel  an- 
fwered,  "  I  have  no  fuch  orders." 
Trenck  then  demanded  permiflion 
to  charge  the  Turks  only  with  his 
own  fquadron  j  but  this  was  refufed. 
1 — He  immediately  became  furious, 
for  he  had  never  been  acquainted 
with  contradiction  or  fubordination, 
and  cried  aloud  to  the  foldiers  — 
H  6"  "If 
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<{  If  there  be  one  brave  man  among 
"  you,  let  him  follow  me."  About 
two  hundred  immediately  ltepped 
from  the  ranks  j  he  put  himfelf  at 
their  head,  routed  the  enemy,  made 
a  horrible  carnage,  and  returned  in- 
toxicated with  joy,  accompanied 
by  prifoners,  and  loaded  with  dif- 
fevered  heads. 

Once  more  arrived  in  prefence  of 
the  regiment,  he  attacked  the  colonel, 
treated  him  like  the  ranked  coward, 
called  him  opprobrious  names,  and 
beat  him,  without  the  other  daring 
to  make  the  lead  refiftance. 

The  adventure,  however,  became 
known;  Trenck  was  arrefled,  and 
ordered  to  be  tried. 

His  iudges  condemned  him  tobe 

fhot  —  and  the  day  was  appointed — 

bur,  the    evening   before  execution, 

Field-maruial   Munich    pafied,    ei- 

4  ther 
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ther  by  chance  or  defign,  near  th«r 
tent  in  which  he  was  confined. 
Trenck  faw  htm,  came  forward,  and 
faid,  —  "  Certainly  your  excellency 
<c  will  not  iuflfer  a  foreign  cavalier 
ct  to  die  an  ignominious  death,  be- 
cf  caufe  he  has  chaftifed  a  cowardly 
tc  Ruffian  ?  If  I  rauft  die,  at  lead 
rc  give  me  permiffion  to  faddle  my 
C{  horfe,  and,  with  my  fabre  in  my 
<f  hand,  let  me  fall,  furrounded  by 
"  the  enemy. " 

The  Tartars  happened  to  be,  at 
this  time,  harafiing  the  advanced 
ports;    the    field •  marfhal    fhrugged 

his  moulders,   and  was  filent. 

Trenck,  ftill,  not  difcouraged,  add- 
ed— "  I  will  undertake  to  bring  your 
"  excellency  three  heads,  or  lofe  my 
"  own.  Will  you,  if  I  do,  be  pleafed 
f*  to  grant  me  my  pardon  ?"  —  The 
field-marlhal  replied, — "  Yes."  The 

horfs 
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horfe  of  Trenck  was  immediately 
brought;  he  galloped  to  the  enemy, 
and  returned  fingly,  with  four  heads 
knotted  to  his  horfe's  main,  him- 
felf  only  (lightly  wounded  in  the 
fhoulder. 

Munich  embraced  him  -,  and  im- 
mediately, appointed  him  to  be  a 
major  in  another  regiment. 

Various,  and  almoft  incredible, 
were  his  feats  ;  —  among  others,  a 
Tartar  ran  him  through  the  belly 
with  his  lance  :  Trenck  grafped  the 
projecting  end  with  his  hands,  ex- 
erted his  prodigious  ftrength,  broke 
the  lance,  fet  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  and 
happily  efcaped.  Of  this  wound, 
dreadful  as  it  was,  he  was  foon 
cured. 

I  myfelf  have  feen  the  two  fears, 
and  that  far  may  affirm  the  truth 
of  the  fact.     I  alfo  learned  this,  and 

many 
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many  others,  in  1746,  from  officers 
who  had  ferved  in  the  fame  army, 
and  who  had  been  eye-witneffies  of 
what  they  related. 

During  this  campaign  he  behaved 
with  great  honour,  was  wounded  by 
an  arrow  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and 
gained  the  affection  of  the  Field- 
marfhal  Munich,  but  excited  the 
envy  of  all  the  Ruffians.  Toward 
the  conclufion  of  the  war  he  had  a 
new  misfortune ;  his  regiment  was 
on  the  march,  and  incommoded  on 
all  fides  by  the  enemy:  he  intreated 
his  colonel,  for  the  love  of  God,  to 
permit  him  to  attack  them.  The 
colonel  was  once  more  a  Ruffian,  and 
lie  was  refufed.  Trenck  gave  him  a 
blow,  and  called  aloud  to  the  fol- 
diers  to  follow  him.  They,  how- 
ever, being  Ruffians,  remained  mo- 

tionlefs— 
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tiortleis  —  and  he  was  put  under  ar- 

reft. 

The  court  martial  fentenced  him 
to  death  —  and  all  hope  of  reprieve 
feemed  over.  The  general  would 
willingly  have  granted  his  pardon, 
but,  as  he  was  him/elf  a  foreigner, 
he  was  fearful  of  offending  the  Ruf- 
fians by  fuch  partiality,  they  having 
begun  to  murmur. 

The  day  of  execution  came,  and 
he  was  led  to  the  place  of  death. — 
Munich,  however,  fo  contrived  it 
thatField-marfrnl  L<  .1  fhould 

pals  by,  at  this  moment,  in  company 
with  his  lady.  Trenck  profited  by 
the  opportunity,  fpoke  boldly,  and 
prevailed.  A  reprieve  was  requeft- 
ed,  and  the  fentence  was  changed 
into  banilhment  and  labour  in  Si- 
beria. 

t 

Trenck 
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Trenck  protected  againftthis  fen- 
tence.  The  field-marfhal  wrote  to 
Peterfbcrg,  and  an  order  came  that 
he  fhould  be  broken,  and  conducted 
out  of  the  Ruffian  territories.  This 
order  was  accordingly  executed,  and 
he  returned  into  Hungary  to  his 
father. 

At  this  period  he  efpoufed  the 
daughter  of  the  Field-marfhal  Baron 
Tillier,  of  one  of  the  firft  families  in 
Switzerland. 

The  two  brothers  of  his  wife,  each, 
became  lieutenant-general,  one  of 
whom  died  honourably,  during  the 
feven  years  war,  and  particularly  fa~ 
voured  by  his  fovereign.  The  other 
was  made  commander  general  in 
Croatia,  where  he  is  ftill  living,  and 
at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  infantry 
that  bears  his  name. 

Trenck.  did  not  Ions  live  with  his 

lady, 
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iau'y»  She  was  pregnant,  and,  his 
diver/ions  being  ever  confonant  to 
his  unruly  temperament,  he  took  her 
to  hunt  with  him  in  a  marfh,  whence 
fhe  returned  ill,  being  unaccuflomed 
to  fuch  exercife,  and  died,  without 
leaving  him  any  heir. 

Warlike  inclinations  would  not 
long  permit  him  to  remain  idle. — 
Having  no  opportunity  to  indulge 
thefe,  becaufe  of  the  general  peace, 
he  conceived  the  project  of  extirpat- 
ing the-Sclavonian  banditti. 

Before  I  proceed  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  defcribe  this  race  of  men, 
whom  no  perfon  before  him  had 
dared  to  attack,  although  they  laid 
the  whole  country  under  contribu- 
tion, and  exercifed  the  utmofl  cruel- 
ties. 

The    title    of    their   chiefs    was 
Harum-Bafhaw  j  and  they  were  elect- 
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cd  from  among  the  ftrongeft,  the 
moft  intelligent,  and  the  boldeft 
men  of  the  nation.  So  fevere  were 
their  laws  that  the  fmalleft  fault 
was  puniihed  by  ftrangling  the  cul- 
prit. 

If  any  one  of  their  comrades  had 
been  betrayed,  there  is  no  example 
that  they  ever  fo  much  as  fpared  the 
infant,  even  in  its  mother's  womb. 

Their  vengeance  was  unlimited  ; 
and  if,  by  chance,  the  whole  band 
were  defeated  with  (laughter,  in  fuch 
kind  of  attempts,  the  new  Harum- 
Bafhaw  of  their  fucceflbrs  was  bound 
to  carry  fire  and  fword,  there  where 
his  predeceflbr  had  fallen. 

In  effect,  they  were  true  partifansj 
maintained  fpies  in  Turkey,  and  oc- 
cafionally  fell  upon  the  Turkifh 
banditti,  taking  from  them  their 
booty,  and   plundering  and  afTafli- 

nating 
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naring  the  caravans  of  merchants. — 
Therefore,  they  fpread  univerfal  ter- 
ror throughout  the  country:  no  one 
durit  expoie  himfelf  to  their  enmity  i 
and  ail  the  landholders  paid  them  a 
fmall  contribution,  that  they  might 
proted  them  from  the  incurfions  of 
the  Turkifh  band  tti  Thefe  their 
tributaries,   ar  aals  under 

them,  lived  tj  a..-  ; .•  d  in  full  fecu- 
rity,  for  it  was  a  law,  among  the 
Sclavonian  banditti,  never  to  forfeit 
their  word. 

Each  Harum-Bafhaw  had  a  fbipu- 
lated  number  of  men,  and,  when  any 
one  of  them  died,  all  the  youths, 
mod  adroit  and  renowned  for  their 
feats,  became  candidates  for  the  va- 
cant place,  becaufe  that  thefe  ■ban- 
ditti lived  in  abundance,  and  were 
not  obliged  to  work. 

They  freely  traverfed  all  the  coun- 
try 
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try  armed,  and  were  weU  known  by 
their  large  rings  and  buttons  of 
filver.  When  government  thought 
proper  to  purfue  and  attack  them, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  encounter 
the  regulars,  they  generally  hid  the 
advantage,  and  could  take  fhelter, 
when  attacked,  in  their  vaft  forefts, 
with  the  paths  and  thickets  of  which 
they  were  well  acquainted.  At  fuch 
times,  they  became  a  great  nuifänce 
to  the  neighbouring  hamlets,  which 
they  pillaged  at  pleafure. 

Trenck,  therefore,  began  his  mi- 
litary exploits  anew  againft  this  An- 
gular race  of  men.  To  execute  this 
enterprize,  he  employed  his  own  vaf- 
ials  and  pandours.  He  was  after- 
ward allifted  by  a  detachment  of  re- 
gulars, having  promifed  the  court 
of  Vienna  that  he  would  totally  de- 
ftroy   thefe   banditti.     The   bloody 

con- 
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eonteft  now  commenced — men  were 
racked  and  impaled,  and  ic  may,  per- 
haps, be  fafely  affirmed  that  more 
activity,  precaution,  and  courage, 
were  necefiary  to  infure  fuccefs  in 
fuch  a  kind  of  war,  than  to  lead 
a  great  army  to  the  field  of  battle. 

Trenck  feemed  born  for  this  mur- 
derous trade.  Day  and  night  on 
the  watch,  he  chafed  them,  like 
wild  beads,  by  tracing  their  foot- 
fteps;  killing  now  one,  then  another, 
and  treating  them  undiftinguifhed- 
ly  with  the  utmoft  barbarity.  Fa- 
ther and  fon  alike  muft  bleed  :  nor 
was  he  himfelf  a  moment  certain  he 
fhould  not  fall  into  their  hands,  or 
be  betrayed  by  his  own  foldiers. 

Two  incidents,  which  I  fhall  here 
relate,  will  fufficiently  paint  the  cha- 
racter of  this  unaccountable  man.— • 

He 
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He  had  impaled  alive  the  father  of 
a  Harum-Bafhaw.  One  evening  he 
was  going  on  patrole,  along  the 
banks  of  a  brook  which  feparated 
two  provinces.  On  the  oppofite 
fhore  was  the  fon  of  this  impaled 
father,  with  his  Croats.  —  It  was 
moon-light,  and  the  latter  called 
aloud 

"  I  hear  thy  voice,  Trenck  !  — 
"  Thou  haft  impaled  my  father !  — 
"  Thou  perfecuteft  us  like  a  rafcal, 
%i  with  craft  and  cruelty.  If  thou 
"  haft:  a  heart  in  thy  body,  come 
"hither,  over  the  bridge — I  will 
'*  fend  away  my  followers ;  leave 
<f  thy  fire-arms,  come  only  with  thy 
"  fabre,  and  we  will  then  fee  who 
"  fhall  remain  the  vidlor." 

The  agreement  was  made — and 
the  Harum  Baftiaw  fent  away  his 
Croats,  and  laid  down  his  mufket. 

Trenck 
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Trenck  pafied  the  wooden  bridge ; 
both  drew  their  fabres;  but  Trenck 
treacheroufly  killed  his  adverfary 
with  a  piflo),  that  he  had  conceal- 
ed, after  which  he  fevered  hig  head 
from  his  body,  took  it  with  him, 
and  ftuck  it  upon  a  pole. 

The  reader  will  determine  con- 
cerning the  heroifm  of  this  action  to- 
ward a  thief,  who,  although  a  thief, 
behaved  fo  nobly. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  he  continued  to 
cnfnare  them  by  every  kind  of  arti- 
fice, and  to  nurfuc  them  with  un- 
relenting vengeance.  Thus  he  be- 
came the  terror  and  the  fcourge  of 
that  pernicious  race. 

One  day,  when  he  was  hunting,  he 
heard  mufic  in  a  lone  houfe  which 
belonged  to  one  of  his  vaflals.  He 
was  thirfty,  entered,  and  found  the 
guefts  feaced  at  table.     He  fat  him- 
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felfdown,  and  ate  with  them,  not 
knowing  that  this  very  houfe  was  a 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  ban- 
ditti. 

As  he  was  feated  oppofite  the 
door,  at  a  long  narrow  table,  he  faw 
two  Harum-Bafhaws,  armed,  and  of 
a  gigantic  ftature,  enter.  His  mufket 
flood  in  a  corner;  he  was  ftruck 
with  terror  j  but  one  of  the  banditti 
addrefTed  him  thus : 

"  Neither  thee,  nor  thy  vaffals, 
"  Trenck,  have  we  ever  injured,  yet 
f*  doft  thou  purfue  us  with  unex- 
<{  ampled  cruelty.  We  think  more 
'«  nobly.  Eat  thy  fill  j  we  could 
"  nail  thee  to  the  wall ;  but  fear  no- 
"  thing.  When  thou  haft  fatisfied 
<c  thy  hunger,  we  will  then,  fabre  in 
**  hand,  fee  who  has  moft  juftice  on 
<c  his  fide,  and  whether  thou  art  as 

Vol.  III.  I  «  co- 


(     i/o     ) 

cf  courageous  and  as  invincible  as 
"  men  fpeak  thee." 

Hereupon  they  fat  themfelves 
down  oppofite  him  at  the  table,  and 
began  to  eat  and  drink  and  make 
merry.  The  fituation  of  Trenck 
could  not  be  very  pleafant.  He  re- 
collected that,  befide  thefe  two  giants, 
there  might  be  more  of  their  com- 
panions without,  ready  to  fall  upon 
him  ;  he,  therefore,  privately  drew 
his  piftols  from  his  pocket,  held  them 
under  the  table  while  he  cocked  them, 
prefented  each  hand  to  the  body  of 
a  Harum-Bafhaw,  fired  them  both 
at  the  fame  inftant,  overfat  the  table 
on  the  other  guefts,  and  fafely  ef- 
caped  from  the  houfe.  As  he  went 
he  had  time  enough  to  feize  on  one 
of  f  heir  mufkets,  which  was  (landing 
at  the  door.  One  of  the  Croats  was 
left  weltering  in  his  blood ;  the  other 

difengaged 


(    '71    ) 

difengaged  himfelf  from  the  table,  and 
ran  like  a  man  frantic  after  Trenck, 
who  fuffered  him  to  approach,  kil- 
led him  with  his  own'gun,  ftruck  off 
his  head,  and  brought  it  home  in 
triumph. 

By  this  action  the  banditti  were 
deprived  of  their  two  mod  valour- 
ous  chiefs,  and,  likewife,  of  their 
courage,  fo  that,  cut  off  on  every  fide, 
numbers  of  them  took  refuge  in  the 
Turkifh  Hates. 

War  broke  out  about  this  time, 
in  the  year  1 740,  when  all  the  Hun- 
garians took  up  arms  in  defence  of 
their  lovely  and  beloved  queen. 
Trenck  wrote  to  Vienna,  offered  to 
raife  a  free  corps  of  pandours,  and 
requefted  a  general  amnefty  for  all 
the  banditti  who  mould  join  his 
troops.  His  requeft  was  granted, 
he  publimed  the  amnefty,  and  began 
I  2  to 
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to  raife  recruits :  few,  however,  of 
the  banditti  came  to  join  his  colours; 
he,  therefore,  enrolled  his  own  vaf- 
fals,  formed  a  corps  of  about  five 
hundred  men,  went  in  fearch  of  the 
robbers,  drove  them  into  a  ftrait  be- 
tween the  Save  and  Sarfawa,  where 
they  at  length  capitulated,  and  about 
three  hundred  of  them  enrolled  them- 
felves  with  his  pandours. 

Mod  of  thefe  men  were  fix  feet  in 
height,  upright,  determined,  and  ex- 
perienced foldiers,  that  could  fwim, 
and  were  accuftomed  to  run,  like 
roe-bucks,  for  miles  through  their 
forefts.  Thefe  were  neceffary  re- 
quifites  before  they  could  be  ad- 
mitted among  the  banditti. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
an  able  leader  of  men  like  thefe 
found  nothing  impomble,  or  that  he 
fhould  perform,  brave  and  daring  as 

he 
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lie  was,  even  to  rafhnef?,   feats  that 
almofl  appear  miraculous.     So  long 
as  any  of  thefe   banditti   remained j 
the  name  of  the  pandours  was  terri- 
ble j  but  a  man  like  himfelf  only  was 
capable  of  eftablifhing  difcipline,  or- 
der, and  fubordination  among  them. 
To  indulge  them,  on   certain  occa- 
fions,    in  their  riots   and  their  third 
of  pillage,  were  means  which  he  of- 
ten fuccefsfully    employed    to    lead 
them  where  he  pleafed,  and  to  render 
them  victorious.    To  be  dauntlefs  in 
the  mid  (I  of  danger,  to  be  ever  at 
their  head,  to  fpeak  only  of  plunder 
and  good   cheer,   are  the  requifites 
for  an    officer   of  fuch    troops,   and 
without  which  he  will  find  it  difficult 
to  lead  them  to  the  attack.     Should 
they   perceive  timidity  in  him,  they 
become  inactive,  mutinous,  and  de- 
fert.     To   render  them  effective  he 
I  3  mull 
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rnufl  treat  them  with  feverity,  and 
miifi  wink  at  that  excefs  of  barbarity 
to  which  they  often  abandon  them- 
felves. 

By  means  like  thefe  Trenck  ac- 
complifhed  his  purpofes,  became  the 
terror  of  the  enemies  of  Auflria,  and 
rendered  moft  fignal  fervices  to  his 
Emprefs. 

The  event  I  am  going  to  relate 
happened  in  1741,  when  his  foldiers 
were  yet  undifciplined. 

While  he  was  exercifing  his  regi- 
ment, a  company  fired  upon  Trenck 
with  ball,  and  killed  his  horfe  under 
him,  and  his  fervant  that  flood  by 
his  fide.  He  ran,  furious,  to  the 
company,  counted  one,  two,  three, 
and  beheaded  the  fourth.  He  was  con- 
tinuing this  when  a  Harum-Bafhaw 
left  the  ranks,  drew  his  fabre,  and 
called  aloud, — M  It  was  I  who  fired 

tc  upon 
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f<  upon  thee,  defend  thyfelf."     The 
foldiers  flood  motionlefs  fpechtors. 
Trenck  attacked  him,  and   had   the 
good  fortune  to  hew  him  down. 

He  was  then  proceeding  to  con- 
tinue the  execution  of  the  fourth 
man,  but  the  whole  regiment  pre- 
fented  their  arms.  The  revolt  be- 
came general,  and  Trenck,  (till  hold- 
ing his  drawn  fabre,  ran  like  a  lion 
amidit  them,  hacking  about  him  on 
all  fides.  The  excefs  of  his  rage 
was  terrific  :  the  foldiers  all  called 
hold,  each  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
promifed  obedience.  After  this,  he 
cordially  embraced  fome  of  them, 
remonftrated  and  harangued  to  them 
in  language  fuitable  to  their  charac- 
ter, and,  from  that  time,  they  be- 
came invincible  foldiers,  whenever 
they  were  headed  by  himfelf. 

It  may  well   be  afked  whether  a 
1 4  man,, 
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man,  who  in  like  peril  is  capable  of 
acling  with  like  intrepidity,  ought 
to  be  judged  by  common  rules. 
Trenck,  however,  was  condemned 
by  the  decifion  of  fome  pacific  court- 
martial  judges,  who  had  grown  old 
in  a  ibldier's  uniform,  without  ever 
having  flained  it  with  their  own 
blood.  Let  the  fituation  of  Trenck- 
be  confidered  :  be  it  remembered 
that  he  was  the  chief  of  a  band  of 
robbers,  accuftomed  to  rapine,  and 
who  fuppofed  they  were  authorlfed 
to  take  whatever  they  pleafed,  in  an 
enemy's  country ;  a  banditti  that  had 
io  often  defied  the  gallows,  that  had 
never  known  military  fubordination. 
Let  fuch  men  be  fuddenly  led  to  the 
field,  and  oppofed  to  regular  troops. 
That  they  are  never  acted  upon  by  a 
principle  of  honour  is  evident  ;  their 
leader,  therefore,  is  obliged  to  excite 

their 
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their  avidity  by  the  hope  of  plunder, 
thus  to  engage  them  in  action  ;  for, 
if  they  perceive  no  perfonal  advan- 
tage, the  command  of  the  chief,  or 
the  intereft  of  the  fovereign,  arc 
wholly  inefficient  to  make  them  act. 
Turks  may  be  led  to  battle  from 
fuch  motives,  but  not  the  artful 
Sclavonian,  who  files  danger  where 
nothing  is  to  be  gained. 

Trenck  had,  likewife,  need  of  a 
particular  fpecies  of  officers.  They, 
like  their  chief,  muft  at  once  be 
daring,  yet  cautious.  They  were 
partifans,  and  muft,  therefore,  be 
more  capable  of  fupporting  fatigue, 
than  any  regular  troops  ;  more  de- 
llrous  of  daily  fe eking  the  enemy, 
and  hazarding  their  lives.  Few  are 
to  be  found  who  have  the  inclination 
and  the  qualities  requifite  for  fo 
dangerous  a  trade  -,  and,  when  fuch 
I  5  forces 
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forces  firft  are  raifed,  the  firft  who 
prefent  themfelves  are  neceflarily  ac- 
cepted. 

As  he  was  himfelf  never  abfent  ae 
the  time  of  action,  he  foon  became 
acquainted  with  the  character  of 
thofe  whom  he  called  old  women, 
and  fent  them  from  his  regiment, 
without  any  other  procefs  than  his 
own  command,  when  he  learned 
that  any  one  among  them  had  hid- 
den himfelf  in  a  ditch,  or  had  not 
run  to  the  affault,  at  the  head  of  his 
pandours.  The  number  of  officers 
fo  difcharged  increafed,  they  all  re- 
paired to  Vienna,  vented  their  com- 
plaints, and  were  heard. 

Envious  of  his  good  fortune,  the 
enemies  of  Trenck  were  on  the 
watch.  His  own  avarice  prevented 
him  making  any  divifion  of  his  rich 
booty    with   thofe  gentlemen    who 

con- 
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confirmed  the  military  courts,  there- 
by neglecting  what  was  cuftomary 
at  Vienna  :  hence  originated  the  pro- 
fecution  to  which  he  fell  a  victim. 

Scarcely  had  he  entered  Auftria, 
with  his  Sclavonian  troops,  before 
he  found  an  opportunity  of  gather- 
ing laurels.  The  French  army  was 
defeated  at  Lintz.  Trenck  every 
where  purfued  them,  treated  his  pri- 
soners with  barbarity  ;  .and,  never 
granting  quarter  in  battle,  the  ve- 
ry appearance  of  his  pandours  in- 
fpired  terror.  Their  cruelties,  their 
irrefiftible  attacks,  and  the  artful 
ilratagems  they  had  learnt  in  their 
thievifh  apprenticeship,  were  pro- 
ductive of  effects  equally  dreadful 
and  unforefeen. 

Trenck  was  prudent,  vigilant,  a 
great  warrior,  and  knew  how  to  pro- 
fit by  the  flighteft  advantage.  From 
I  6  this 
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this  time  he  became  known  and 
renowned,  gained  the  confidence  of 
Prince  Charles,  and  the  particular 
efteem  of  the  Field-marfhal  Count 
Kevenhuller,  who  had  penetration  to 
difcover  the  worth  of  the  man,  and 
to  turn  the  talents  he  poflefled  to. 
advantage.  No  partifan  had  ever 
before  obtained  fo  much  power  as 
Trenck;  he  every  where  preceded 
the  army,  and  purlued  the  enemy  as 
far  as  Bavaria,  carrying  fire  and 
fword  wherever  he  went.  The  ftate 
reaped  the  advantages  of  conqueft, 
and  the  pandours  of  plunder,  by  the 
hope  of  which  alone  they  were  ac- 
tuated, and,  under  a  leader  fo  proper 
for  themfelves,  enacted  wonders. 

Bavaria  was  laid  wafte.  Prince 
Charles  granted  Trenck  a  carte 
Blanche,  and,  as  it  was  known  Trenck 
gave  no  quarter,  the  Bavarians,  and 

the 
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the  French,  flew  at  the  fight  of  a 
red  mantle.  Pillage  and  murder  at- 
tended the  pandours  wherever  they 
went,  and  their  colonel  bought  up 
all  the  booty  they  acquired. 

Chamb,  in  particular,  was  a  fcene  of 
dreadful  and  favage  mafTacre.  The 
city  was  fet  on  fire  at  every  corner, 
and  the  inhabitants  miferably  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  flames  j  thofe  women 
and  children,  who  endeavoured  to 
fly,  were  obliged  to  pafs  over  a 
bridge,  where  they  were  firft  drip- 
ped, and  afterward  thrown  into  the 
water.  This  action  was  one  of  the 
accufations  brought  againft  Trenck, 
when  he  was  profccuted  ;  but  he  al- 
leged in  his  justification, 

Firflj  That  the  citizens  of  Chamb 
had  cut  off"  the  hands  of  fix  pandour 
prifoners,  and  had  led  them  in  tri- 
umph through  the  town. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  That  the  place  had  been 
taken  by  affault. 

Thirdly,  That  Prince  Charles  had 
given  him  orders  thus  to  act. 

The  banks  of  the  Ifer  at  this  day 
reverberate  groans  for  the  barbarities 
of  Trenck.  Deckendorf  and  Filtz- 
hofen  felt  all  his  fury.  In  the  firft 
of  thefe  towns,  fix  hundred  French 
prifoners  capitulated,  although  his 
forces  were  four  miles  diftant ;  but 
he  formed  a  kind  of  flraw  men,  on 
which  he  put  pandour  caps  and 
cloaks,  fet  them  up  as  centinels, 
and  the  garrifon,  intimidated  and 
deceived  by  this  ftratagem,  figned 
the  capitulation,  in  company  only  of 
himfelf,  his  adjutant,  and  fome  of- 
ficers. 

The  important  fervices  he  render- 
ed the  army  during  the  Bavarian  war 
are  well    known   in   the  hiftory   of 

Maria 
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Maria  Terefa,  though  his  anions 
have  ever  been  reprefented  with  a 
face  the  leaft  favourable.  The  good 
he  has  done  has  been  purpofely  paf- 
fed  over  in  filence,  becaufe  he  died 
under  misfortunes,  and  did  not  leave 
his  hiftorian  a  legacy. 

He  was  informed  by  a  fpy  that, 
either  at  Deckendorf  or  Filtzhofen,  I 
do  not  exactly  remember  which, 
there  was  a  barrel,  containing  twen- 
ty thoufand  florins,  concealed  at  the 
houfe  of  an  apothecary.  Impelled 
by  the  defire  of  booty,  Trenck  flatten- 
ed to  the  place  indicated,  with  a 
candle  in  his  hand,  fearching  every 
where,  and,  in  his  hurry,  dropt  afpark 
into  a  quantity  of  gun-powder  which 
happened  to  be  there,  by  the  ex- 
plofion  of  which  he  was  dallied 
againft  the  ground,  and  dreadfully 
fcorched.     They    carried  him   off; 

but 
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but  theifcars,  and  the  gun-powder  with 
which  his  fkin  was  blackened,  in 
confequence  of  this  accident,  ren- 
dered his  countenance  remarkably 
terrific. 

The  prefent  Field-marfhal  Lau- 
dohn 'was  at  that  time  a  lieutenant 
in  his  regiment,  and  happened  to  be 
at  tfifc  door  when  his  colonel  was 
burnt.  Scarcely  was  Trenck  cured 
before  his  fpies  informed  him  that 
Laudohn  had  plenty  of  money,  and 
that  he  and  his  friends  lived  merrily. 
Immediately  he  fufpecttd  that  Lau- 
dohn hadindubitably  found  the  barrel 
of  florins,  and  from  that  moment  he 
perfecuted  this  worthy  man,  by  all 
imaginable  arts.  Wherever  there  was 
danger  he  fent  him,  at  the  head  of 
fome  thirty  men,  againft  three  hun- 
dred, hoping  to  have  him  cut  off, 
and  to  make  himfelf  his  heir. 

4  This 
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This  was  fo  often  repeated  that 
Laudohn  began  to  be  weary,  quitted 
the  corps,  and  retreated  to  Vienna, 
where,  joining  the  crowd  of  accufers 
and  enemies  of  Trenck,  he  became 
indrumental  in  his  deftruction.  Yet 
is  it  certain  that,  in  the  beginning, 
Trenck  had  fhewn  a  friendfhip  for 
Laudohn,  had  given  him  a  commit- 
fion,  and  that  this,  at  prefent,  really- 
great  man  learned,  in  the  fociety  and 
under  the  command  of  Trenck,  his 
military  principles. 

General  Tillier,  whofe  warlike 
ardour  is  well  known  to  the  whole 
army,  was  likewife  formed  in  this 
nurfery  of  foldiers,  where  officers 
were  taught  activity,  ftratagem,  and 
enterprize.  And  who  are  now  more 
capable  of  commanding  a  Hunga- 
rian army  than  Tillier  and  Laudohn  ? 

I  one  day  faid  to  Trenck,    when 

he 
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he  was  in  Vienna,  embarraffed  by  all 
the  difficulties    of  his   profecution 
and     when     he    had     published     a- 
defamatory   writing  againft   all    his- 

accufers,     excepting    no    man, 

<c  You  have  always  told  me  that 
cr  Laudohn  was  one  of  the  mofl  ca» 
"  pable  of  your  officers,  andlikewife 
"  a  worthy  man.  Wherefore  then 
"  do  you  clafs  him  among  fuch. 
"  wretches  ?" 

He  replied,  "  What!  would  you. 
u  have  me  praife  a  man,  who  la- 
<f  bours,  at  the  very  head  of  my 
"  enemies,  to  rob  me  of  honour, 
"property,  and  life." ! 

I  have  related  this  incident  only 
to  prove,  by  the  public  teftimony  of 
fo  honourable  a  man,  that  Trenck 
was  a  great  foldier,  "and  a  zealous 
patriot,  and  that  he  never  took  the 
King  of  Pruflia  pi  ifoner,  as  has  been 

meanly, 
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meanly,  becaufe  falfely,  affirmed,  and 
as  is  ftill  believed  by  the  filly  multi- 
tude. Had  fuch  a  thing  happened, 
Laudohn  mud  have  been  prefent, 
and  certainly  would  have  fupported 
this  charge.  That  he  did  not  is  the 
beft  proof  of  my  affertion,  by  which 
I  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  family, 
as  in  duty  bound  to  my  children. 

Bavaria  was  totally  plundered  by 
Trenck,  as  has  been  faid  :  barges 
were  loaded  with  gold,  filver,  and 
effecls,  which  he  fent  to  his  eftates 
in  Sclavoniaj  Prince  Charles  and 
Count  Kevenhuller  countenanced  his 
proceedings ;  but  when  Field- mar- 
tial Neuperg  was  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  he  had  other  principles.  He 
was  connected  with  Baron  Tiebes,  a 
counfellor  of  the  Hofkriegfrath,  who 
was  all-puiflant  over  military  men*, 
and  confequently  was  the  enemy  of 
Trenckt 

Per-- 
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Perfecution  proceeded  fo  far  that 
a  fuit  was  at  that  time  inftituted 
againft  him,  and  Trenck  was  im- 
prifoned  j  but  he  defended  himfelf 
fo  powerfully  that  in  a  month's  time 
he  was  fet  at  liberty. 

Mentzel,  mean  while,  had  the 
command  of  the  pandours,  and  this 
man,  who  was  the  fon  of  a  butcher, 
and  who  had  none  of  the  principles 
of  a  foldier,  appropriated  to  him- 
felf all  the  fame  that  Trenck  had  ac- 
quired by  the  valour  of  warriors  he 
himfelf  had  formed. 

Mentzel  attained  the  reputation 
of  an  excellent  partifan,  but  it  was 
well  known  to  the  army  he  never 
was  the  equal  of  Trenck,  nor  will 
fo  be  called  in  hiHory.  Trenck 
now  increafed  the  number  of  his 
Croats  to  four  thoufand,  from  whom, 
in  J743>    a  regiment  of  Hungarian 

regulars 
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regulars  was  formed,  but  that  dill 
retained  the  name  of  Pandours. 
It  was  a  regiment  of  infantry« 

Trenck  alfo  had  fix  hundred 
hufiars,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
chaffeurs,  whom  he  raifed  and 
equipped  at  his  own  expence.  Yet, 
when  this  corps  was  reduced,  all 
was  fold  for  the  profit  of  the  impe- 
rial treafury,  or  in  fome  manner 
embezzled,  without  ever  bringing 
a  fhilling  to  account. 

With    a  corps  fo   numerous,   he 

was  capable   of  undertaking   great 

enterprizes.     The  enemy  fled  where  - 

ever  he  was  named.     He  continually 

led     the    van,    raifed    contributions 

which  amounted  to  feveral  millions, 

carried    various    places    by   afiault, 

delivered  into  the  hands  of  his  Em- 

prefs,  during  the  fpace  of  five  years, 

feven  thoufand  prifoners,  French  and 

Bavarian, 
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Bavarian,  and  more  than  three  thou- 
fand  Prufiians,  having  Slaughtered 
at  lead  as  many,  which  no  other 
partifan  can  boaft. 

A  circumftance  moft  remarkable 
is,  he  never  was  defeated.  His 
projects  were  all  fuccefsful,  he, 
therefore,  gained  efteem  and  con- 
fidence among  his  troops,  and  will 
eternally  remain  in  the  page  of 
hiftory  the  flrfl  man  who  rendered 
the  rude  and  favage  Croats  efficient 
fbldiers. 

This  it  was  impoilible  to  per- 
form among  a  ftupid  and  blood - 
thirfty  people,  without  being  guilty 
himfelf  of  extravagant  and  cruel 
acts.  The  neceffity  of  the  exceffes 
he  committed,  at  a  time  when  the 
army  was  every  where  in  want  of 
forage,  was  fo  evident  that  he  re- 
ceived the  unlimited  permifilon  of 

Prince 
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Prince  Charles,  though  for  this  he 
was  afterward  profccuted  ;  while,  on 
the  contrary,  the  plunders  of  Bä- 
renklau, Mentzel,  and  the  whole 
army,  were  never  once  questioned. 

That  Trenck  advanced  more  than 
a  hundred  thoufand  florins,  to  his 
regiment,  I  clearly  proved,  in  the 
year  1750.  This  proof  alfo  came 
too  late.  He  was  dead.  The  evi- 
dence I  brought,  however,  occa- 
fioned  the  quarter-mafter  Frederici 
to  be  eight  months  imprifoned. 
He  confeffed  the  embezzlement 
of  this  money,  yet  he  found  fo  many 
friends  among  the  enemies  of 
Trenck  that  he  refunded  nothing, 
but  was  releafed  in  the  year  1754, 
when  I  was  thrown  into  the  dungeon 
of  Magdeburg. 

I  was  not  an  eye  witnefs,  there- 
fore cannot  recapitulate  all  the  fer- 

vices 
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vices  my  coufin  rendered  the  houfe 
of  Auflria.  The  greater  part  of 
what  hehimfelf  told  me  has  efcaped 
my  memory.  Many  of  his  afls, 
however,  are  well  known  to  hiftory, 
and  would  indeed  have  been  un- 
ceafingly  extolled  in  the  annals  of" 
Maria  Terefa,  had  not  he  been  thus 
perfecuted. 

Nothing  can  be  more  aftonifhing 
than  that  this  fame  man,  who  had 
pofTefled  fo  many  opportunities 
of  amaffing  exorbitant  wealth,  in 
Bavaria,  Silefia,  and  Alfatia,  and 
who  lived  like  a  mifer,  that  fo  he 
might  amafs,  did  not  at  his  death 
leave  the  half  of  the  property  he 
had  inherited  from  his  father,  and 
which  legally  defcended  to  me, 
although  it  was  torn  from  me  by 
violence. 

In  1744  he  obliged  the  French 
4  to 
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to  retire  beyond  the  Rhine,  feized 
on  a  fort  near  Phillipfburg,  fwam 
acrofs  the  river  wuh  fevency  paa- 
dours,  attacked  the  fortifications, 
flew  the  Marquis  de  Crevecceur 
with  his  own  hand,  a  dearh  he  me- 
rited by  his  negligence,  manned  the 
poft,  afterward  traverfed  the  other 
arm  of  the  Rhine,  furprifed  two 
Bavarian  regiments  of  cavalry  in 
their  camp,  and,  by  this  daring  ma- 
noeuvre, fecured  the  pafiage  of  the 
Rhine  to  the  whole  army,  which, 
but  for  him,  would  not  have  been 
effected. 

His  valour  then  fpread  terror 
and  fear  throughout  Alfitia.  Where- 
ever  he  came,  he  laid  the  country 
under  contribution,  and,  at  this 
moment  of  triumph  for  the  Anf- 
trian  arms,  opened  himfelf  a  pafiage 
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on   what  fide   he   pleafed,  to  enter 
the  territories  of  France. 

In  September  1744,  war  having 
once  more  broken  out  between 
Auftria  and  Pruflia,  the  imperial 
army  was  obliged  precipitately  to 
return,  abandon  Alfatia,  and  haften 
to  the  fuccour  of  the  Auftrian  flates. 
Trenck,  who  had  fo  happily  open- 
ed the  pafTage  of  the  Rhine  for 
the  army,  as  glorioufly  fucceeded  in 
covering  its  retreat. 

The  hiftory  of  Maria  Terefa 
declares  what  were  the  damages  he 
did  the  enemy,  during  the  campaign 
of  this  memorable  year.  He  gave 
very  fignal  proofs  of  his  capacity 
and  zeal  at  Tabor  ar.d  Budweis. 
AVith  three  hundred  men  only,  he 
had  the  boldnefs  to  attack  one  of 
thole  towns,  which  was  defended 
by   the  two  Prußian   regiments   of 

Wah 
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Walrabe,  and  Kreutz.  An  enter* 
prize  like  this,  againft  Pruffian 
foldiers,  fufficiently  fpeaks  the 
man. 

He  found,  however,  that  the  water 
in  the  moats  of  the  town,  was 
deeper  than  his  fpies  had  declared 
it  to  be,  and  the  fcaling  ladders  too 
ihort :  mod  of  thofe  led  to  the  attack 
were  drowned  or  killed  in  the  water, 
and  the  fmall  number  that  crofled 
the  moats  were  made  prifoners. 
The  garrifons  of  Tabor,  of  Budweis, 
and  that  of  the  caftle  of  Frauenberg, 
were,  neverthelefs,  induced  to  ca- 
pitulate, and  yield  themfelves  pri- 
foners of  war,  although  the  main 
body  under  Trenck  was  flill  more 
than  f.ve  miles  diftant. 

His   corps  did  not  come  up   till 

the  morrow,  and  it  was  ridiculous 

enough  to  fee  the  pandours  dreffed 
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in  the  caps  of  the  Pruflian  fufileers 
and  pioneers,  which  they  wore 
inftead  of  their  own,  and  which 
they  afterward  continued  to  wear. 

Unprejudiced  perfons  will  de- 
termine whether  thefe  were  real 
fervices  rendered  to  his  Emprefs. 

The  campaign  to  him  was  unin- 
terruptedly glorious,  and  the  enemy's 
want  of  light  troops  gave  free 
fcope  to  his  enterprizes,  highly  to 
their  prejudice.  His  activity  was 
inccffant,  and  he  never  returned 
without  prifoners.  He  paffed  the 
Elbe  near  Pardubitz,  took  the  ma- 
gazines, and  was  himielf  the  caufe 
of  the  great  dearth,  and  unheard-of 
defertion,  among  the  Pruflians,  and 
of  that  hafty  retreat,  to  which  they 
were  forced. 

The  King  was  at  Colin  with  his 
head  quarters,  where  I  myfelf  was 

with 
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with  him,  when  Trenck  attacked 
the  town,  which,  I  prefume,  he  muft 
have  carried,  had  he  not,  on  the  firfl 
aflault,  been  wounded  by  a  cannon 
ball,  whioh  (nattered  his  right  foot. 
He  was,  therefore,  taken  away,  and 
the  attack  did  not  fucceed.  His 
wound  was  very  dangerous.  The 
Emprefs-Qjeen  thought  proper  to 
fend  him  a  furgeon  from  Vienna. 
The  foot  was  obliged  to  be  all  laid 
open  •,  he  loft  the  ancle  bone,  and 
even  a  part  of  the  tibia,  and  remained 
four  months  confined  to  his  bed, 
like  a  furious  madman  at  being  fo 
long  unable  to  aflault  the  enemy, 
while  his  men,  without  him,  remained 
but  fo  many  cyphers. 

In     1745    he    went    to    Vienna, 
where  his  entrance  into  the  city  re- 
fembled   a    triumph.      Every    body 
ran  to  fee,  and  wonder  at,  the  Pan- 
ic 3  dour 
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dour  Trenck,  and  this  univerial 
applaufe  did  but  the  more  increafe 
the  envy  of  his  enemies.  The  Em- 
prefs-Queen  received  him  with  the 
moft  honourable  diflinction.  He 
appeared  in  her  prefehce  with 
crutches  -,  Ihe  obliged  him  to  be 
feated,  and,  by  her  condefcending 
fpeech,  inflamed  his  zeal  even  to 
extravagance. 

Who  would,  in  this  moment,  have 
fuppofed  that  the  favourite  of  the 
people,  the  moft  loyal  and  ardent 
of  the  foldiers  of  her  Majefty,  mould, 
that  very  fame  year,  be  enchained 
at  Vienna  5  and  that  he  there  mould 
vent  his  groans,  abandoned  to  the 
unlimited  power  of  his  enemies ; 
who,  collectively,  had  not  rendered, 
during  their  whole  lives,  fo  much 
elTential  fervice  to  the  ftate,  as 
Trenck  had  done  in  a  fingle  day  ? 

Thus 
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Thus  does   deftiny   fport  with  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  men  ! 

Intoxicated  as  he  was  with  joy, 
he  returned  to  his  eftate,  and  raifed 
eight  hundred  new  recruits,  that  he 
might,  in  the  following  campaign, 
gather  new  laurels.  He  rejoined 
the  army,  obtained  whatever  he 
afked  at  court,  and  was  continually 
active,  during  the  whole  fummer, 
in  the  executing  of  inceffant  and 
laborious  projects. 

At  the  battle  of  Sorau,  which  was 
fought  in  September,  he  fell  upon 
the  Pruflian  camp,  and,  as  I  have 
before  related,  feized  on  the  tent 
of  the  King,  and  his  fervice  of  plate  j 
but  he  came  an  hour  too  late  to 
attack  the  rear,  as  had  been  precon- 
certed. wThe  politic  Frederic  wil- 
lingly gave  up  his  camp  to  be  plun- 
dered, for  the  rude  Croats,  engaged 
K  4  ia 
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in  this  bufinefs,  could  not  eafily 
be  drawn  off  to  attack  the  army, 
and  the  King  was  prepared  to  re- 
ceive them,  even  if  they  fhould.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  imperial  army 
was  defeated. 

Here  was  an  open  field  for  the 
enemies  of  Trenck  to  incite  the 
people  againft  him,  and  render  him 
fufpeded  by  the  court.  They  pub- 
3icly  accufed  him  of  having  made 
the  King  of  Pruffia  a  prifoner  in 
his  tent,  and  of  afterward  reftoring 
him  to  liberty ;  that  he  alfo  remained 
pillaging  the  camp,  inftead '■■..•of  at- 
tacking the  rear  of  the  army,  and 
that  he  alone  thus  occafioned  the 
lofs  of  the  battle.  His  friends 
informed  him  of  what  was  going 
forward,  and  that  the  ftorm  was 
gathering. 

After    having    glorioufly    ended 

the 
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the  campaign,  he  returned  to  Vi- 
enna to  defend  himfelf.  Here  he 
found,  already  afTembled,  three  and 
twenty  of  his  officers,  whom  he  had 
cafhiered,  and  expelled  his  regiment; 
mod  of  them  either  for  cowardice 
or  mean  actions.  Perhapsj  among 
them,  there  might  be  three  or  four, 
who  had  j  Li  ft  caufe  of  complaint; 
but  thefe  were  poor,  and  without 
protection.  There  were,  however, 
wicked  men  enough  to-  be  found, 
•who  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fe- 
duced  by  the  enemies  of  Trenck,  to 
bear  falle  teftimony.  The  military 
counfellor  Weber,  and  General 
Lnewenwalde,  had  fworn  his  down- 
fall, which  they  effected..  Their 
principal  view  was  the  fequeicration 
of  his  property,,  that  they  might  fe- 
curely  fifli  in  troubled  waters. 

Trenck,  who  was  innocent  of  any 
K  5  ftace 
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fiate  crime,  defpifed  their  attacks. 
While  things  remained  thus,  they 
polled  one  of  the  Emprefs's  female 
attendants,  with  inftruttions  to 
profit,  by  every  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  deprive  him  of  her  con- 
fidence. Than  this,  nothing  could 
be  more  eafy.  It  was  prefently 
affirmed,  Trenck  is  an  atheift! 
A  libertine !  Who  never  tells  his 
beads  !  Who  never  prays  to  the  holy 
virgin !  Who  never  buys  indul- 
gences ! 

His  debauched  life  was  the  next 
topic  j  his  barbarities  committed  in 
the  enemy's  country ;  the  unbri- 
dled excefs  of  his  pandoursj  his 
robberies  in  the  churches  of  Bavaria; 
his  plunderings,  and  the  vaft  riches 
he  had  accumulated;  all  which  had 
been    performed,   with   an   evident 

inten- 
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intention  of  becoming  a  dangerous 
rebel  in  Sclavonia  ! 

The  officers,  whom  he  had  broken, 
whifpered  it,  in  tap-  rooms  and  coffee- 
houfes,  that  Trenck  had  taken  and 
fet  free  the  King  of  Prufiia.  This 
was  fufficient  to  raife  the  cry  among 
the  filly  and  fanatic  mob  of  Vienna. 
Teazed  by  their  complaints,  and 
at  the  requifition  of  Trenck  him- 
feif,  the  Emprefs-Queen  commanded 
that  a  legal  examination  mould  be 
undertaken  of  thefe  accufations. 
Field-marmal  Cordova,  a  man  of 
merit  and  probity,  was  chofen  to 
prefide  over  this  committee  of  en- 
quiry. He  acquitted  himfelf  with 
impartiality,  fpoke  the  truth,  and 
drew  up  a  ftate  of  the  cafe,  which  he 
prefented  to  the  court,  and  which  I 
fhall  here  cite. 
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"  The  complaints  brought  againft 
<c  him  were  all  of  a  nature  not  to 
<f  require  a  court-martial.  Trenck 
"  had,  occasionally,  behaved  impro- 
"  perly  to fome  officers,  whom  he  had 
(i  broken  by  his  own  proper  au- 
<c  thority;  therefore,  their  demands 
"ought  to  be  fatisfied,  by  the  pay- 
™f  ment  of  twelve  thoufand  florins. 
**.  The  remaining  accufations  were 
"  all  the  vile  attempts  of  revenge 
«{  and  calumny,  and  were  totally 
".  infufEcient  to  detain,  at  Vienna, 
"  entangled  in  law-fuits,  a  man  fo 
"  neceffary  to  the  army.  Moreover, 
<c  it  would  be  prudent  not  to  en- 
"  quire  too  minutely  into  trifles,  in 
"  confideration  of  his  importanc 
**  fervices." 

Trenck,  diflatisfied  by  this  fen» 
tence,  and  animated  by  avarice  and 
pride,  refuted  to  pay  a  fingle  flo- 
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I  in,  took  poft,  and  retired  to  his 
eftates  in  Sclavonia. 

His  prefence  was  neceflary  aU 
Vienna,  to  obtain  other  advantages 
againft  his  enemies,  whom  he  de- 
fpifed  too  much,  and  whom  he  al- 
ready fuppofed  conquered.  They, 
on  the  contrary,  profiting  by  every 
occafion,  gave  the  Emprefs- Queer» 
to  understand,  through  a  third  per* 
fon,  that,  being  a  man  exceflively 
dangerous,  whenever  he  fuppofed 
himfelf  injured,  Trenck  had,  per- 
haps, very  pernicious  views  in  Scla- 
vonia, where  all  were  dependent  on 
his  power. 

Yet  what  did  my  coufin  on  his 
eftates? He  raifed  fix  hun- 
dred more  men,  with  whom  he 
made  a  glorious  campaign  in  the 
Netherlands,  and,  in  October  1746, 
returned  to  Vienna.  It  is  well 
2  known^ 
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known  that,  after  the  peace  of  Dres- 
den, his  regiment  was  incorporated 
among  the  regulars,  and  fcrved 
againft  France. 

Scarcely  had  he  arrived  at  Vienna 
before  an  exprefs  order  came,  from 
the  Emprefs-Queen,  that  he  mull 
remain  under  arroft  in  his  chamber. 

Here  he  rendered  himfelf  guilty 
by  the  moft  imprudent  action  of  his 
whole  life,  which  every  man  in  his 
fenfes  muft  difapprove,  but  yet  which 
marks  the  intractability  of  his  cha- 
racter, though  it  afforded  new  arms 
to  his  enemies. 

He  ordered  his  moft  fumptuous 
carriage  and  bed  horfes,  left  hisj 
chamber  by  his  own  private  autho- 
rity, and,  defpifingthe  imperial  man- 
date, went  publickly  to  the  theatre, 
where  the  Emprefs-Queen  was  pre- 
sent. 
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In  one  of  the  boxes  he  faw  Count 
Goflau,  in  company  with  a  quondam 
comrade  of  his  own,  whom  he  had 
cafhiered  :  thefe  honourable  perfons 
were  among  the  foremoft  of  his  ac- 
cufers.  Enrlamed  with  anger  and  the 
defire  of  revenge,  he  entered  the  box 
like  a  madman,  feized  Count  Goflau, 
and  would  have  thrown  him  into  the 
pit,  in  the  prefence  of  the  fovereign 
herfelf.  Goflau  drew  his  fword,  and 
endeavoured  to  run  him  through,  but 
the  latter  feized  it,  wounding  himfelf 
in  the  hand.  Every  body  ran  to  fave 
Goflau,  who  was  unable  to  defend 
himfelf  againft  fo  favage  a  giant. 
After  this  exploit,  the  grim  colonel 
of  pandours  returned  foaming  home. 

Such  an  action  rendered  it  im- 
poflible  for  Maria  Terefa  to  declare 
herfelf  the  protectrefs  of  a  man  forafh. 
Centinels,  therefore,  were  placed  over 

him> 


(    ao8    ) 
Kim,  and   his   enemies  fo  well  pro- 
fited by  his  imprudence  and   paflion 
that,  in  a  fevy  days,  he  was  ordered  to 
be  tried  by  a  court-martial. 

General  Loewenwalde  intrigued; 
fo  fuccefsfully  that  he  procured  him- 
felf  to  be  named,  by  the  Hof  kriegf- 
rath,  prefident  of  the  court-martial, 
and  of  the  committee  of  enquiry,  and 
to  be  charged  with  the  fequeflration 
of  the  property  of  Trenck.  In  vain 
did  the  latter  proteft  againft  his 
judge.  The  very  man,  whom,  the 
year  before,  he  had  kicked  out  of  the 
anti-chamber  of  Prince  Charles,  re- 
ceived full  powers  to  denounce  him 
guilty. 

Then  was  it  that,  as  I  have  before 
faid,  public  notice  was  given  that 
all  thofe  who  would  come  and  pre- 
fer complaints, or  bearwitnefs  againft 
Colonel  Baron  Trenck,  fhould  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  a  ducat  per  day,  while  the 
council  continued  to  fit.  How 
quickly  complainants  would  increafe 
may  eafily  be  imagined.  They 
foon  amounted  to  fifty-four,  the  ma- 
jor part  of  whom  had  merited  the 
pillory,  and  who,  in  the  fpace  of 
four  months,  received  fifteen  thou- 
fand  florins,  deducted  from  the  pro- 
perty of  Trenck. 

The  judge  himfelf  purchafed  the 
depofitions  of  falfe  witneffes  j  and  I 
here  declare,  upon  my  honour,  that 
Count  Loewenwalde  offered  me  a 
thoufand  ducats,  if  I  would  betray 
the  fecrets  of  my  coufin ;  and  that 
be  farther  promifed  me  I  fhould 
very  foon  be  put  in  poffefiion  of  my 
confifcated  eftates  in  Pruffia,  and 
have  a  company  in  a  regiment. 

A  profecution,  managed  by  fuch 
judges,  fupported  by  fuch  witneffes, 

muft» 
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muft,  of  neceflity,  be  for  the  righ- 
teous purpofe  of  obtaining  juftice  ! 

I  am  convinced,  and  the  acts  of 
the  revifionof  theprocefs  of  Trenck 
will  prove,  that  more  than  forty 
manifeftly  falfe  oaths  were,  on  this 
occafion,  fworn. 

Trenck  was  accufed,  on  the  tenth 
fitting,  that  the  battle  of  Sorau  had 
been  loft  through  his  negligence. 
This  accufation  he  proved  to  be 
falfe,  by  a  written  teftimony  under 
the  hand  of  Prince  Charles  himfelf, 
who  declared  that  the  officer  of  ar- 
tillery, fent  with  the  order  for  Trenck 
to  march  to  the  attack,  had  loft  him- 
felf, and  that  he  did  not  arrive  till 
a  few  moments  before  the  battle  be- 
gan. This  proof  fo  highly  irritated 
Count  Loewenwalde  that  he  broke 
out  into  injurious  expreflions  againft 
Prince  Charles,    Trenck,  who  loved 

and 
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and  honoured  his  benefactor,  became 
fo  furious  that  he  inftantly  feized 
the  prefident  by  the  throat,  toffed 
him  up  as  a  tiger  would  a  cat,  car- 
ried him  to  the  window,  which  he 
opened,  and  would  certainly  have 
dalhed  him  headlong  from  the  fourth 
ftory,  had  not  the  perfons  prefent 
flew  to  his  aid. 

The  guard  entered,  Trenck  was 
immediately  conducted  to  the  mili- 
tary houfe  of  correction,  and  chain- 
ed hand  and  foot,  as  a  malefactor ; 
chained  by  that  very  foot  which,  fo 
ihort  a  time  before,  had  been  Shat- 
tered in  the  fervice  of  his  fovereign, 
and  which  was  not  then  entirely 
cured.  His  behaviour  was  unfaith- 
fully related  at  court  j  this  fentence 
of  imprifonment  was  confirmed,  and, 
from  that  time,  Trenck  was  obliged 
to  appear  fettered,  like  a  criminal, 

before 
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before  his  enemies,  to'  anfwer  falfe 
accufations. 

That  the  indictment,  and  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  witntfTes,  were  fal- 
fified,  has  already  been  legally  prov- 
ed in  the  revifion  of  the  caufe  ;  but, 
as  the  indictment  did  not  contain 
one  fingle  article  that  could  affect 
his  life,  they  invented  the  following 
ftratagem,  as  I  here  pledge  my  ho- 
nour to  prove. 

A  public  courtezan,  the  miftrefs  of 
Baron  Rippenda,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  court-martial,  was  bribed,  and 
made  oath  (he  was  the  daughter  of 
Count  Schwerin,  field-marfhal  in 
the  Prufllan  fervice,  and  that  fhe 
was  in  bed  with  the  King  of  Prufiia, 
when  Trenck  furprifed  the  camp, 
at  Sorau,  made  her  and  the  King 
prifoners,  and  reftored  them  their 
freedom.       She   even   ventured   to 
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name  Baron  Hilaire,  aid-de-camp 
to  Frederick,  who  fhe  affirmed  was 
then  prefent. 

Hilaire,  who  afterward  married 
the  Baronefs  Tillier,  and  who  con- 
fequently  was  brother-in-law  to 
Trenck,  fortunately  happened  to 
be  in  Vienna.  He  was  confronted 
with  this  woman,  and  her  falfe- 
hood  became  evident.  That  wor- 
thy gentleman  was,  neverthelefs, 
obliged  to  remain  in  prifon,  where 
they  fecretly  offered  him  bribes, 
which  he  refufed  to  accept j  and,  as 
it  was  necefiary  to  prevent  his  fpeak- 
ing,  he  continued  in  prifon  lbme 
weeks,  and  was  not  releafed  till,  by 
a  revifion  of  the  fuit,  this  fhameful 
proceeding  was  made  public. 

Notwithstanding   my  having  re- 
lated the  adventure  of  this  fine  lady, 
|  in  the  hiftory  of  my  own  life,  yet  I 

ihall 


(  "4  ) 
fhall  be  pardoned  the  repetition,  in 
this  brief  life  of  Francis  Baron 
Trenck,  to  which  it  properly  be- 
longs :  it  is  neceflary.  The  greater 
part  of  the  nobility  of  Vienna  con  - 
tinue  in  the  erroneous  belief  that 
Trenck  was  juftly  condemned,  for 
offences  againft  the  fbate,  to  the 
Spielberg,  and  that  his  eftates  were 
legally  confifcated.  As  this  is  ab- 
folutely  falfe,  and  is  no  where  on 
record,  I  am  obliged  here  to  be 
fomewhat  more  diffufe,  and  to  re- 
peat circumftances  that  have  been 
told  before. 

The  ftupid  people,  neverthelefs, 
continued  to  exclaim  that  Trenck 
was  a  traitor  to  his  country  j  and  I 
myfelf,  although  he  has  been  dead 
thefe  forty  years,  have  been  obliged 
to  hear  this  difhonourable  reproach 
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repeated  various  times  in  companies, 
in  Vienna. 

Count  Loewenwalde  invented  ano- 
ther infernal  artifice ;  he  drew  up 
a  falfe  indictment,  having  taken  care 
to  give  orders  that  none  of  Trenck's 
friends  fhould  have  admiflion  to  him; 
ahd,  that  he  might  be  prevented  all 
means  of  juftification,  or  of  difcover- 
ing  the  deceit,  he  chofe  a  day,  to  put 
it  in  practice,  when  the  Emperor  and 
Prince  Charles  were  gone  to  hunt  at 
Holitzfch.  Loewenwalde's  court- 
martial  had  already  figned  a  fentence 
of  death,  and  every  preparation  for  the 
immediate  erecting  of  a  fcaffold  was 
made.  His  intention  was  then  to  go 
to  the  Emprefs-Queen,  and  induce 
her  to  fign  the  fentence,  under  a 
pretence  that  there  was  fome  immi- 
nent peril  at  hand,  if  a  man  fo  dan- 
gerous to  the  ftate  was  not  imme- 
diately 
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diately  put  out  of  the  way,  and  that 
it  would  be  neccfiary  to  execute  the 
fentence  of  death  curing  night,  before 
the  Emperor  could  return.  He  well 
knew  the  Emperor  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  Trenck,  and  had  ever 
been  his  protector. 

Had  this  diabolical  plan  fucceed- 
ed,  Trenck  would  have  died  like  a 
traitor;  the  molt  noble  Mifs  Schwerin 
would  have  efpoufed  the  aid-du-eamp 
of  Count  Loewenwalde,  with  a  por- 
tion of  fifty  thoufand  florins,  taken 
from  the  funds  of  Trenck,  and  his 
property  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  divided  between  his  judges  and 
his  accufers. 

As  it  happened,  however,  the  va- 
let-de-chambre  of  Count  Loewen- 
walde, who,  on  fome  occafions,  was 
an  honeft  man,  and  who  had  an  in- 
timacy  with   a   former   miftrefs  of 
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Trenck,  confided  the  whole  fee 
to  her.  She  immediately  flew  to 
Colonel  Baron  Loprefti,  who  was 
the  fincere  friend  of  my  kinfman, 
and,  being  then  rich,  and  powerful- 
at  court,  was,  on  that  occafion,  hjj* 
deliverer.  The  Emperor  and  Princ« 
Charles  were  informed  of  what  was  in 
agitation,  but  they  thought  proper 
to  keep  the  fecret.  The  hunting  at 
Holitzfch  took  place  on  the  appoint- 
ed day.  Count  Loewenwalde  made 
his  appearance  before  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  and  folicited  her  to  fign  the 
fentence.  She,  however,  had  been 
pre-informed,  the  Emperor  unex- 
pectedly returned  on  the  fame  day, 
and  their  abominable  project  proved 
abortive.  The  fraud  was  clearly 
demonftrated  to  Maria  Terefa;  the 
felf-called  Mifs  Schwerin  was  im- 
prilbned  j  Loewenwalde  was  deprived 
of  his  power,  as  well  as  of  the  fe- 
Vol.  III.  L  quef- 
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queftration  of  the  effects  ofTrenck; 
a  total  revifion  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court-martial,  and  of  the  profe- 
cution  of  my  coufin,  was  ordered, 
which  was  an  event  that,  till  then, 
\M§s  unexampled ~at  Vienna. 

His  affairs,  after  this,  took  another 
turn:  Trenck  was  freed  from  his 
fetters,  and  was  removed  to  the  arfe- 
nal,  where  he  was  allowed  four 
chambers,  an  officer  to  guard  him, 
and  every  convenience  he  could  wifh. 
He  was  alfo  permitted  the  ufe  of 
a  counfellor,  and  to  defend  his  caufe. 
I  obtained,  myfelf,  by  the  influence 
of  the  Emperor,  leave  to  vifit  him  at 
all  times,  and  to  aid  him  in  all  things. 

It  was  at  this  epocha  that  I, 
having  recently  efcaped  from  the  pri- 
fon  of  Glatz,  arrived  at  Vienna,  and, 
at  this  very  inftant,  when  the  revilion 
of  the  prolecution  was  commanded, 
and  determined  on,  Count  Loewen- 
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walde,  fuppofing  me  a  needy,  thought- 
lefs  youth,  endeavoured  to  bribe  me, 
and  prevail  on  me  to  betray  my  kinf- 
man. 

Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  then 
defired  me  ferioufly  to  reprefent  to 
Trenck  that  his  avarice  had  been 
the  caufe  of  all  thefe  troubles,  he 
having  refufed  to  pay  the  paltry  fum 
of  twelve  thoufand  florins,  by  which 
he  might  eafily  have  filenced  all  his 
accufersj  but  that,  at  prefent,  affairs 
had  become  fo  very  ferious,  he 
ought  himfelf  to  fecure  his  judges 
for  the  revision  of  the  fuit ;  to  lpare 
no  money,  and  then  he  might  be 
certain  of  every  protection  the  prince 
could  afford. 

The  refpeclable  Field-marfhal  Ko- 
nigfeck,  governor  of  Vienna,  was 
appointed  prefidentj  but  being  an 
old  man,  almoft  fuperannuated,  and 
tormented  by  the  gout,  he  was 
L  2  un- 
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unable  to  prefide  at  any  one  fitting 
of  the  court.     Count  S  was 

the  vice-prefident,  a  fubtle,  infa- 
tiable  judge,  who  never  thought  he 
had  money  enough.  I  myfelf  took 
three  thoufand  ducats,  which  Baron 
Loprefti  gave  me,  agreeably  to  the 
defire  of  Trenck,  to  this  moft  wor- 
thy counfellor. 

The  two  counfellors,  Komerkanf- 
quy  and  Zetto,  each  received  four 
thoufand  rix-dollars,  in  advance, 
with  a  promife  of  double  the  fum 
were  Trenck  acquitted,  and  his  ac- 
cufers  baniihed  Auftria. 

The  other  members  appointed  for 
this  revifion  were  of  fmall  import- 
ance ;  they  were  merely  the  echoes 
of  whatever  the  three  firft  pro- 
nounced. 

In  confequence,  there  was  a  formal 
contract  drawn  up,  which  a  certain 
noble  lord  fecretly  figned. 

The 
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The  reader  will  well  fuppofe  that 
the  affairs  of  Trenck  began  to  wear 
a  much  more  favourable  afpedt.  He 
was  defended,  on  the  criminal  part  of 
theprofecution,  by  the  advocate  Ger- 
haufer,  and,  on  the  civil,  by  Berger. 

They  began  with  the  felf-ap- 
pointed  daughter  of  Marfhal  Schwe- 
rin -,  and,  to  conceal  the  iniquitous 
proceedings  of  the  late  court-martial, 
it  was  thought  proper  that  me  fhould 
aft  infanity,  and  return  incoherent 
anfwers  to  the  queftions  put  by  the 
examiner.  Trenck  infilled  that  a 
more  fevere  enquiry  fhould  be  in- 
ftituted  j  and  they  affirmed  that  fhg 
had  been  conducted  out  of  the  Auf- 
trian  territories. 

Six  years   after  this  event,  I  met 

with  her  at   Brunn,   when  TrencR: 

was  dead.  She  had  married  a  menial 

perfon,  and  owned  me  had  been  in- 
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duced  to  play  this  part  by  the  valet 
de  chambre  of  Count  Loewenwalde, 
from  whom  me  had  received  a  bribe 
of  five  hundred  florins. 

My  intention  was,  on  my  return  to 
Brunn,  to  oblige  her  to  make  legal 
oath  of  this  j  but  her  hufband  had 
been  guilty  of  a  theft,  and  they  had 
both  abfconded. 

I  am  now  grieved  at  my  own  neg- 
ligence :  I  might  have  vindicated  the 
honour  of  Trenck,  and  have  con- 
vinced the  Emprefs  of  the  truth. 
However,  Loewenwalde  was  dead, 
and,  therefore,  it  was  of  the  lefs  con- 
fequence.  It  is  a  fact,  well  worthy 
remark,  that,  neither  in  the  records 
of  the  court-martial,  nor  in  thofe  of 
this  revifion  of  the  caufe,  is  there 
one  word  to  be  found  concerning  the 
noble  lady,  Mifs  Schwerin. 

Rafcality  and  wickednefs,  fo  ma- 
nifeft  in  a  judge,  ought  to  have  been 

pro- 
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proclaimed  aloud  by  the  herald  at 
arms,  and  publifhed  in  all  the  ga- 
zettesof  Vienna;  and  the  felf-created 
miftrefs  of  the  greatFrederic,  chained 
to  her  fuborner,  ought  to  have  been 
exhibited  on  a  public  fcaffold.  Her 
pretended  infanity  was  no  juftifica- 
tion  of  the  court-martial.  Trenck 
required  fhe  mould  be  produced  be- 
fore the  court  of  revifion,  but  in- 
effectually. 

Oh  fhame  upon  thatChriftian  mo- 
narchy, where  men,  who  have  rendered 
fervices  fo  great  to  their  country,  as 
thofe  my  kinfman  had  rendered,  are 
liable  to  treatment  like  this  !  What 
are  the  means  an  upright  man  mud 
purfue,  infuchftateSjto  bbtainjuflice  ? 

I  fhall  now  infert  another  of  die 
articles  of  this  criminal  procefs. 

Trenck  was  accufed  that  he  had 

ordered  a  certain  pandour,.  named, 
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Paul  Diack,  to  fuffer  the  baftinado 
of  a  thoufand  blows,  and  that  he  had 
died  under  the  punifhment.  This 
was  fworn  to  by  two  officers,  then 
his  accufers,  now  great  men  in  the 
army,  who,  in  their  depofitions,  faid 
they  were  eye-witnefies  of  the  fact. 

Although  many  men  in  the  regu- 
lars have  died  under  thefe  kind  of 
military  punifhments,  and  no  accu- 
fation  was-  ever  brought  againft  the 
in  Mieters,  I  will,  yet,  relate  what  was, 
in  this  inftance,  the  truth. 

When  the  revifion  of  the  fuit  be- 
gan, Trenck  fent  me  into  Sclavonia, 
where  I  found  the  dead  Paul  Diack 
alive  and  merry,  and  brought  him  to 
Vienna.  He  was  examined  by  the 
court,  where  it  appeared  that  the 
two  officers,  who  had  fworn  they 
were  prefent  when  he  expired,  and 
had  feen  him  buried,  were,  at  that 

time, 
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time,  a  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from 
the  regiment,  and  recruiting  in  Scla- 
vonia.  Paul  Diack  had  been  en- 
gaged in  plots,  and  had  mutinied 
three  times.  Trenck  had  pardoned 
him,  as  he  was  an  extremely  ufefui 
foldier,  one  of  the  banditti ;  but,  af- 
terward mutinying  once  more  wir!; 
forty  others,  he  was  condemned  to 
death.  At  the  place  of  execution  he 
called  to  his  colonel,  "Father,  if  I 
i(  receive  a  thoufand  blows,  will  you 
fC  pardon  me?"  Trenck  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  He  received  the  punifli- 
ment,  was  taken  to  the  hofpital, 
cured  ;  and,  on  this  occafion,  proved 
the  perjury  of  the  accufers  of 
Trenck. 

I  brought  with  me  fourteen  more 

witnelTes   from  Sclavonic,   who  afc- 

tefted  the  falfity  of  other  articles  of 

accufation,  which  in  themfelves  were 
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little  worthy  of  attention.  The  caufe 
wore  a  new  afpeft ;  it  was  impoflible 
to  fubftantiate  any  one  of  the  crimi- 
nal charges,  and  the  wickednefs  of 
thofe,  who  were  fo  defirous  to  have 
feen  him  executed,  became  appa- 
rent. 

They  alfo  accufed  him  of  having 
robbed  and  murdered  a  dealer  in 
fecond-hand  trinkets  and  laces,  in 
Vienna,  who  was  found  ftrangled; 
and,  foon  afterward,  the  man  who 
had  committed  the  crime  was  dis- 
covered, and  broken  upon  the  wheel. 

Such  was  the  treatment  of  a  man 
who  had  endured  all  hardlhips,  fuf- 
fered  all  pains,  had  watched  day  and 
night,  been  in  the  field  winter  and 
iuir.mer,  and,  with  unfhaken  zeal, 
and  incredible  labour,  had  Supported, 
fought  for,  bled  for,  the  houfe  of 
Auftria. 

I  ap- 
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I  appeal  to  all  the  noble  nation  of 
Hungary;  I  appeal  to  the  whole 
world,  whether  the  pandours  of 
Trenck  behaved,  in  the  wars  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  like  that 
paltry  corps  which  they  have  been 
reprefented  to  be  at  Vienna.  Since 
the  time  that  they  have  been  on  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  regulars  of  the 
Hungarian  infantry,itis  certain  that, 
in  thirty  years,  they  have  not  deftroy- 
ed  fo  many  enemies,  taken  fo  many 
towns,  levied  fo  many  contributions, 
or  made  fo  many  prifoners,  as  they 
did,  when  commanded  by  Trenck, 
in  one  year.  Paft  fervices  are  ever 
forgotten,  and,  as  to  future,  they  are 
ever  uncertain.  The  tactics  of  Trtnck 
were  very  different  from  thofe  of  the 
prefent  day.  Some  one  of  our  mo- 
dern holiday  generals  will  fay,  when 
they  are  ftorming  imaginary  trenches 
L  6  at 
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at  a  review — Cf  What  was  Trenck  ? 
<f  He  was  but  a  pandour  !  His  regi- 
fe  ment  could  not  be  capable  of  any 
<c  effential  fervice,  except  it  had  been 
"  taught  our  prefent  tactics."  So  let 
them  fay ;  for  my  part,  I  am  perfuaded 
Trenck  was  much  wanted  during 
the  feven  years  war,  and  certainly 
the  pandours  were  much  lefs  fpoken 
of  than  when  the  man,  who  formed 
them,  wielded  at  their  head  his  pa- 
triotic fabre  for  the  glory  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,-  and  manoeuvred, 
on  the  field  of  battle,  according  to 
his  practical  tactics. 

May  every  infulted  country  find 
many  Trencks  as  defenders  !  Certain 
it  is  that  the  tottering  throne  of 
Maria  Terefa  was  mod  ably  fup- 
ported  by  the  prefent  defpifed  pan- 
dours. 

• 
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One  of  the  moil  capital  articles 
in  the  profecution,  and  which  for 
ever  deprived  him  of  favour  or 
commiferation  from  his  virtuous  and 
apoftolic  miftrefs,  and  for  which 
alone  he  was  condemned  to  the 
Spielberg,  was  that  he  had  raviflied 
the  daughter  of  a  miller  in  Silefia. 
This  was  made  oath  of,  and  he  was 
not  entirely  cleared  of  the  charge  in 
therevifion,  becaufehis  accufers  had 
excluded  all  means  of  justification. 
Two  years,  however,  after  his  death, 
I  like  wife  difcovered  the  truth  of  this 
affair.  The  author  of  this  wicked 
artifice  was  Major  Man  (lein,  one  of 
our  firft  coufins,  on  whom  he  had 
heaped  favours,  whom  he  had  re- 
lieved from  the  deeped  diftrefs,  and 
raifed  to  the  rank  of  major  in  his  regi- 
ment,when  he  had  only  been  four  years 
in  the  fervice.  This  Manftein  was  vile 

enough 
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enough  to  accufe  him  of  fuch  a  crime 
that  he  might  prevent  his  return  to 
the  regiment;  his  motive  was,  be- 
caufe  that  he,  in  conjunction  with  the 
quarter-mafter,  Frederici,  had  appro- 
priated, to  their  own  purpofes,  eighty- 
four  thoufand  florins  of  the  regi- 
mental money: 

No  fooner  mould  Trenck  be  dead 
than  he  might  be  accufed  of  this  em- 
bezzlement. Yet  it  is  certain  that 
this  miller's  virgin  was  the  miftrefs 
of  Manftein,  before  me  had  ever 
been  {^cn  by  Trenck.  The  virtuous 
Terefa,  however,  would  never  for- 
give him ;  and,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the 
honour  of  this  diftrerTed  damfel,  he 
was  condemned  to  pay  eight  thou- 
fand florins  to  her,  and  fifteen  thou- 
fand to  the  cheft  of  the  invalids,  and, 
moreover,  to  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment. 

Sixty 
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Sixty  and  three  civil  fuits  had  I  to 
defend,   and   all  the  appeals  of  his 
accufers  to  terminate,  after  his  death. 
I  gained  them  all,   and  his  worthy 
accufers  were  condemned   in  cofts, 
as  well  as  to  refund  the  fo  much  per 
day,  which  had  been  paid  them  by 
General  Loewenwalde,  but  they  were 
all  poor,  and  I  might  feek  the  money 
where  I   could.    In  juftice,  Loewen- 
walde ought  to  have  reimburfed  me. 
The  total  of  the  fum  they  received 
amounted  to  about  fifteen  thoufand 
florins,  to  me  for  ever  loft. 

Never  had  it  before  been  heard  of 
that  any  judge  decreed  payment  to  a 
plaintiff  before  it  was  allowed  by  the 
ceurt  that  his  demand  was  legal.  So 
it  was,  however,  in  the  Trenck  caufe; 
nor  was  any  judge  punifhed,  any 
retribution  made,  after  the  illegality 
of  the  ad  had  been  demonftrated. 

What 
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What  reader  but  muft  mudder  at 
fuch  practices  ?  What  muft  be  his 
thoughts  concerning  the  adminiftra- 
tionof  juftice  at  Vienna?  I  fhould  for 
ever  have  concealed  this  fhameful 
(lory,  had  not  the  honour  of  my  de- 
ceafed  kinfman  required  the  world 
lliould  be  informed  of  the  treatment 
we  mutually  received.  'Tis  now  forty 
years  fince  this  happened,  and  no  re- 
muneration has  been  made  -,  but, 
fhould  any  one  read  this,  who  has 
accefs  to  the  reigning  Emperor,  it 
may  be  fojjible  he  will  do  my  child- 
ren juftice.  The  pofleffors  of  the 
Trenck  eftates  may,  perhaps,  be  no 
longer  authorifed  to  enjoy  what  they 
cannot  be juftified  in  keeping  by  the 
laws  of  Hungary. 

Moll  of  the  other  criminal  articles 
of  accufation  confided  in  Trenck's 
having  beheaded  fome  mutinous  pan- 

dours, 
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dours,  and  broken  his  officers  with- 
out a  court-martial;  that  he  had 
bought  of  his  foldiers,  and  melted 
down  the  holy  veffels  of  the  church, 
chalices  androfariesj  had  baftinadoed 
fome  priefts ;  had  not  heard  mafs 
every  Sunday,  and  had  violently 
dragged  malefactors  from  certain 
convents,  in  which  they  had  taken 
refuge. 

A  partifan  commander,  of  an  un- 
difciplined  corps,  might  well  be  ex- 
culpated from  fimilar  complaints, 
and  the  officers,  whom  he  had  caned 
when  they  retreated  to  the  rear,  and 
fkulked  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
were  foon   all   filent  when  the  wit- 

nefTes  of  Trenck  were  allowed  to  an- 

i 

pear  before  the  court. — When  they 
were  no  longer  protected,  either  by 
L,oewenwalde,  or  Weber,  they  de- 
camped without  beat  of  drum.  They, 

never 
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aeverthelefs,  did  not  ceafe  to  labour, 
under  the  aufpices  of  one  more 
powerful  than  themfelves,  to  purfue 
their  purpofe,  which  they  attained 
by  the  aid  of  the  court  confefibr. 
This  holy  monk  found  means  to 
render  the  holy  Maria  Terefa  in- 
fenfibLe  of  pity,  toward  a  man  who 
had  been  fo  prodigal  of  his  blood  in 
her  defence. 

Trenck  was  guilty  of  another 
capital  error.  Elated  at  the  expecta- 
tion of  certain  victory,  and  aflured, 
by  his  friends  among  the  judges,  of 
being  acquitted  about  Eafter,  1748, 
he  caufed  the  hiflory  of  his  life  to  be 
printed  at  Franckfort,  in  which  he 
not  only  expofed  his  former  judges, 
but,  by  certain  phrafes,  gave  thofe, 
who  were  his  partifans  in  the  court 
of  revifion,  reafon  to  fufpect  they  al- 
io fhould  be  betrayed,   when  they 

were 
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vere  no  longer  ufeful.  Gerhauer, 
lis  advocate,  had,  in  fuch  cafe,  every 
:hing  to  fear,  he  having  been  made 
:he  instrument  of  bribing  the  mem- 
bers. Gerhauer  required  the  pay- 
"nent  of  two  thoufand  ducats  before 
:he  inftrument  of  acquittal  mould  be 
xecuted  ;  and  the  avaricious  Trenck, 
who  fuppofed  himfelf  fecure,  offered 
lim  only  one  hundred.  Judgment  was, 
in  confequence,  delayed.  Loewen- 
walde  knew  well  to  profit  by  the 
opportunity.  Gerhauer  difcovered 
the  whole  fecret  proceedings}  and 
Loewtnwalde,  deeply  interefted  in 
the  ruin  of  Trenck,  went  to  the  Em« 
prefs,  related  the  manner  in  which  the 
judges  had  been  bribed,  and  threat- 
ened that,  fhould  he,  through  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Emperor,  and  Prince 
Charles,  be  declared  innocent,  he 
would  then  publicly   vindicate  the 

honour 
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honour  of  the  late  court-mrrtial.  On 
this  occafion  he  attempted  to  bribe 
me,  to  difcover  what  the  particulars 
of  the  contract  were  between  Trenck 
and  his  judges;  I  defpifed  him, 
however,  too  much.  Nay,  I  knew 
that,  in  concert  with  the  lieutenant 
of  the  police,  Mannagetta,  he  had  ' 
planned  my  imprifonment  on  my  | 
firft  arrival  at  Vienna,  pretending 
that,  Trenck  having  taken  the  King 
of  Pruflia  prifoner,  Frederic  had 
fent  me  to  his  adiftance,  and  I  was 
privately  to  have  been  kept  in  con- 
finement till  fentence  had  been  paf- 
fed  on  my  kinfman.  This  was  dif- 
covered  by  the  Baron  Loprefti,  juft 
when  the  artifice  of  Mifs  Schwerin 
was  in  agitation,  and  when  the  whole 
plan  was  rendered  abortive  by  the 
Emperor. 

When 
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When   I  had  forfaken   my  dan- 
gerous relation,  as  I  have  faid  in  the 
firft  volume,  and  when,  fearing  his 
ngratitude,  other  of  his  friends,  alfo, 
lad  deferted  him,  among  whom  was 
Prince   Charles    himfelf,   the  noble 
:ompany  of  his  accufers  had  then  an 
>pen  field ;  his  advocate  dürft  fpeak 
10  more;  the  revifion  of  his  caufe 
vas  interrupted,    and  an  arret  was 
I  IfTued,  on  the  20th  of  Augufl,  that  he 
hould  be  perpetually  confined,  as  a 
late  prifoner,  in  the  Spielberg.  His 
>roperty,  however,  remained  in  fe- 
[ueflration,  nor  was  he  deprived  of 
t,    but  gave  orders,  and  examined 
he  accounts  of  his  collectors,  to  the 
ay  of  his  death. 

Thus  he  fell  the  victim  of  a  co- 
etous  and  evil  heart.  His  revifion 
jdges  had  ftript  him  of  more  than 
fty  thoufandrix-dollars,  and,  at  lad, 

fearing 
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fearing  detection  from  him,  aban- 
doned him,  to  fecure  themfelves. 

Such  are  the  principal  circum- 
ftances  of  the  profecution  of  Trenck, 
which  once  was  fo  much  the  fubject 
of  converfation  in  Vienna.  Many 
trembled,  many  profited.  I  have  this 
way  had  forrowful  caufe  to  know 
what  judges  are.  His  wretched  ava- 
rice deterred  him  from  making  fome 
trifling  ficrifices,  thereby  to  fecure 
the  remainder  of  his  fortune,  recover 
his  liberty,  and  attain  to  the  higheft 
honours. 

He  wifhed  to  have  efcaped  from 
the  Spielberg,  but  this  he  could  not 
accomplilh.  Had  he  followed  my 
plan  of  flight,  which  I  propofed, 
when  he  was  confined  in  the  arfenal 
of  Vienna,  he  would  fcarcely  have 
died  in  prifon,  nor  mould  I  have  lain 

fettered 
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fettered  in  the  dungeon  of  Magde- 
burg. 

Far  from  inheriting  any  of  the 
wealth  he  had  amaffed  durins;  the 
war,  he  did  not  leave  me  the  half  of 
that  property  which  fully  reverted 
to  me  by  right,  as  his  father's  heir, 
and  which  ought  to  have  remained 
inviolate,  although  even  the  fon 
fhould  have  rendered  himfelf  guilty 
of  a  crime  againft  the  ftate ;  of  no 
fuch  crime,  however,  was  he  guilty. 

This  hiflory  of  my  life,  printed  as 
well  at  Vienna,  as  at  Berlin,  with 
the  ufual  licence  and  privilege,  will 
remain  with  my  children,  injuftifi- 
cation  of  the  honour  of  our  name, 
and  as  a  bafis  on  which,  foon  or  late, 
they  may  eftablifh  their  rights  in 
Hungary,  when  times  and  circum- 
ftances  fhall  become  more  favour- 
able.  Preicription  there  cannot  have 

place, 
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place,  for  not  the  laws,  but  power, 
illegally  exerted,  has  pafTed  fentence. 
Whenever  the  fovereign  will  per- 
mit them  to  make  legal  proof* 
then  will  they  reimburfe  the  unlaw- 
ful purchafers  the  original  fum 
paid  by  them.  The  court  will  be  no 
lofer,  and  the  prefent  poiTeflbrs  will 
have  enjoyed  the  revenues  of  forty 
years,  which  amount  to  fome  millions 
of  florins.  Yes,  then  will  my  children 
become  the  rightful  lords  of  Pleter- 
nitz,  Preftowack,  Nuftar,  Pakratz, 
and  Velika,  with  more  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  villages.  Trenck 
inherited  a  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
fand  florins  from  his  father ;  had  op- 
portunities to  acquire  a  million, 
while  I,  for  my  own  part,  have  only- 
inherited  from  him  eighty  thoufand 
florins.  No  proof  can  be  more  clear 
of  his  having  been  plundered. 

Find- 
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Finding  his  project  of  efcaping 
from  the  Spielberg  fru (bated,  and 
all  hope  cut  off,  this  chief  of  the 
pandours  determined  on  death.  I 
have  before  related  the  manner  of 
this  death,  of  his  having  fent  for  a 
confeflbr,  informed  him  Saint  Fran- 
cis had  appeared  to  him,  that  he 
difpatched  this  capuchin  confciTor  to 
Vienna,  and  on  the  morrow  faid, 
"  God  be  praifed,  my  departure  is 
<c  certain,  for  my  confeflbr  is  dead, 
"and  has  appeared  to  me;"  that 
the  confeflbr  actually  was  dead,  that 
he  fummoned  the  officers,  fhaved  his 
head  like  a  monk,  confeffed  public- 
ly, preached  ;  fermon  an  hour  long, 
exhorted  all  his  hearers  to  a  holy 
life,  fmiled  at  all  earthly  good,  went 
to  prayers,  fiept  tranquilly,  rofe  the 
next  morning,  prayed  again,  took 
out  his  watch  about  noon,  and  faid, 
Vol.  III.  M        "Praife 
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"  Praife  be  to  the  Almighty,  the 
"  hour  draws  nigh;"  that  thofe,  who 
laughed  at  his  impudent  impofture, 
yet  were  amazed  to  fee  his  face  grow 
pale  j  that  he  fupported  his  head  on 
his  hands,  prayed  at  his  table,  re- 
mained motionlefs  with  his  eyes 
open  ;  that  the  clock  ftruck  twelve, 
they  fhook  him,  but  found  he  was 
actually  dead  ;  that  miracle  was  then 
the  univerfal  cry,  and  that  Saint  Fran- 
cis had  defcended  and  carried  off  the 
pandour  Trenck  into  Paradife.  I 
have  faid  that  all  this  had  been  per- 
formed by  the  fecret  of  the  poifoned 
water  of  Tofana  ;  have  further  added 
that  the  laft  ambition  of  Trenck 
was  to  rank  high  in  the  calendar; 
that,  perceiving  he  could  no  longer 
be  t\\Q  richeft  and  firft  of  men,  he 
wifhed  to  be  the  greateft  of  faints ; 
he  knew  he  mould  perform 
miracles 
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miracles  after  his  death,  for  he  had 
built  a  chapel,  founded  a  perpetual 
ma  Is,  and  bequeathed  fix  thoufand 
florins  to  the  Capuchins  *j  that  he 
expired  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  after  having  been  the 
fcourge  of  Bavaria,  whofe  inhabi- 
tants will  fcarcely  ever,  in  their  lita- 
nies, intreat  Saint  Trenck  to  be  their 
mediator  at  the  throne  of  Grace; 
that  he  lived  the  tyrant  and  enemy 
of  the  human  race,  and  died  a  holy 
fcoundrel. 

I  lliall  terminate  this  article  by 
frankly  fpeaking,  without  difguife, 
my  thoughts  concerning  my  coufin, 
and  his  fate.  With  refpeet  to  indi- 
viduals, whom  he  robbed  to  enrich 

*  He  has  been  but  forty  years  dead,  and 
has  worked  miracles  in  Bremen,  which  the 
father  guardian  relates  with  uplifted  eye?.  His 
body  is  affirmed  ftill  to  remain  incorruptible. 

M  2  him- 
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himfelf,  innocent  men,  whom  he 
maiTacred,  either  to  obtain  their  pro- 
perty, or  in  the  blood-thirfty  field 
of  war,  and  many  other  worthy  peo- 
ple whom  he  made  miferable  j  with 
refpect  to  his  own  father,  aged 
eighty-four,  and  his  beauteous  and 
virtuous  wife,  whom  he  treated  with 
brutal  barbarity  -,  with  refpect  to 
myfelf,  to  the  duties  of  confanguini- 
ty,  and  of  man,  he  merited  punifh- 
ment,  the  puriuit  of  the  avenging 
arm  of  juftice,  and  to  be  extirpated 
from  all  human  fociety. 

Thus confidered,  his  condemnation 
to  the  Spielberg  was,  indeed,  mod 
merciful.  His  name  ought  eter- 
nally to  be  erafed  from  the  annals  of 
the  friends  of  men,  and  the  lovers  of 
virtue.  The  cruelties  he  committed 
are,  to  this  hour,  daily  lamented  with 
tears  j  and  the  fighs  of  the  wretched, 

on 
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on  whom  he  had  no  pity,  unceafingly 
accufe  him  before  the  throne  of  God. 
His  memory,  throughout  all  Bava- 
ria, muft  ever  be  held  in  abhorrence. 
I  am  almoft  tempted  myfelf  to  utter 
maledictions  over  the  afhes  of  a  man 
who  lived  for  himfelf  alone,  infenfi- 
ble  to  the  groans  of  calamity  ;  who 
treated  friend  and  enemy  with  like 
cruelty,  and,  though  I  forbear  this, 
flill  muit  I  for  ever  lament  and  curfe 
the  woes  to  which  he  left  me  heir. 
Had  he  worn  a  crown,  he  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  like  Casfar,  a 
conquerors  and  like  Amurath,  a 
barbarian.  Happily  for  man  all  ty- 
rants are  not  kings. 

But,  with  refpedl  to  the  Auftrian 
monarchy,  and  as  the  hero  of  the 
Croats,  he  merited  a  maufoleum, 
the  epitaph  of  gratitude,  and  the 
trophies  of  honour.  At  lead,  he 
M  3  ought 
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ought  to  have  been  protected  by  that 
ftate,  in  defence  of  which  he  was  fo 
loyal,  fo  ferviceabie,  fo  indefatigable, 
fo  daring  j  whereas,  in  that  very  (late, 
he  fell  the  victim  of  envy,  and  of  the 
molt  hateful  avarice, 
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WHO,   AN   OFFICER    OF  THE     GUARD,    IN 

CLATZ,  DELIVERED  ME  FROM  PRISON, 

ON  THE  26th    OF  DECEMBER,   I746, 

AND  DESERTED  IN  MY  COMPANY. 


WRITTEN    AI     A 

SUPPLEMENT  TO  MY  OWN  HISTORY. 


PREFACE. 


A  Great  perfonage  of  Berlin,  to 
whom  I  related  the  adventures  of 
Alexander  Schell,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Pruflian  fervice,  was  defirous  to  fee 
them  publifhed  ;  and  this  is  a  talk 
I  the  more  freely  undertake,  becaufe 
I  perfectly  recollect  thofe  incidents 
which  I  mail  infert  related  by  himfeJf, 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  1776.  His  let- 
ters and  poems  I  have  loft,  three  of 
the  former  only  excepted,  which 
will  be  hereafter  read.  The  jour- 
nal of  our  travels  through  Poland, 
M  5  written, 
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written  by  him,  T  have  inferted  in 
the  firft  volume  of  this  work. 

I  have  faithfully  depicted  his  vir- 
tues and  his  defects  ;  and,  mould  the 
cold  mifanthrope  difdain  fuch  nar- 
ratives, 1  fhall,  neverthelefs,  have  the 
fatisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  at- 
tention of  readers  lefs  rigorous  will 
be  fixed  by  the  originality  of  his 
character,  and  that  they  will  pardon 
fome  of  the  weaknefTes  of  humanity, 
remembering  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart,  and  his  other  eftimable  qua- 
lities. 


ANECDOTES 


ANECDOTES 

OF    THE    LIFE    OF 

ALEXANDER   SCHELL. 


ALEXANDER  Schell,  whofe 
•*— *-  hiflory  is  fo  intimately  con- 
nected with  my  own,  and  which  my 
readers  may  wifh  to  perufe,  was  of  a 
good  family,  of  the  circle  of  Suabia. 
His  mother  was  of  the  houfe  of 
Lowenftein  ;  his  father  was  reduced 
to  poverty,  by  an  unfortunate  law- 
fuit.  This  is  all  that  I  know  of  his 
origin.  Schell,  the  fon,  of  whom  I 
fpeak,  entered  into  the  PruITian  fer- 
vice,  in  the  regiment  of  Wurtem- 
M  6  burg, 
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burg,  which  the  duke  beftowed  on 
the  king. 

In  confequence  of  fome  quarrels, 
and  other  youthful  pranks,  he,  in  the 
year  1744,  was  fent  to  the  garrifon 
regiment  of  Miitfchefall. 

It  is  well  known  that  thefe  kind 
of  changes  are  mofl  fenfibly  felt  by 
Pruflian  officers,  who  never  become 
foldiers  that  they  may  grow  grey 
behind  the  walls  of  a  fortrefs,  in 
company  with  invalids,  and  men 
acknowledged  worthlefs.  Schell, 
who,  in  reality,  was  far  from  one  of 
the  latter,  could  not  but  be  exceed- 
ingly diflatisfied  with  his  ftate;  he 
wifhed  nothing  more  than  a  favour- 
able occafion  to  defert.  From  his 
family  he  received  nothing,  and  his 
wants  were  many.  He  was  much 
addi&ed  to  ftudy,  but  his  amorous 

dif- 
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difpofition  and  inconftancy  kept  his 
pockets  continually  empty. 

His  chagrin  may  well  be  imagin- 
ed, when  he  beheld  himfelf  a  lieu- 
tenant in  a  garrifon  battalion,  with 
an  income  fo  trifling,  without  con- 
folation  for  the  prefent,  or  hope 
for  the  future. 

He,  therefore,  determined  to  fly 
from  Glatz,  the  very  firft  opportuni- 
ty that  fhould  offer.  To  this  it  muft 
be  added  that  General  Fouquet, 
governor  of  that  citadel,  was  his 
perfecutor,  and  put  him  under  arrefl 
for  the  moft  trifling  fault;  efpecially 
after  Schell  had  compofed  a  fatire, 
which  was  every  where  circulated, 
on  the  amorous  intercourfe  between 
the  daughter  or  the  general,  and  the 
town-major  Doo. 

It  was  at  this  very  time,  and  at  a 
moment  when  he  feared  he  fhould 
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be  arretted  for  debt,  that  Lieutenant 
Bach  propofed  to  him  to  fupply  me 
with  the  means  of  flight,  and  thus 
to  procure  himfelf  a  fupporter,  by 
rendering  me  fervice. 

His  heart  was  good  and  compaf- 
fionate :  he  had  long  been  affected 
by  my  misfortune,  yet,  however,  he 
afterward  avowed  that  the  motive, 
which  principally  decided  him  to 
aid  myefcape,  was  the  defire  of  thus 
revenging  himfelf  en  General  Fou- 
quet. 

Were  not  thefe  circumftances  ex- 
plained, every  man  mufl  be  aftonifh- 
ed  to  read,  in  my  hiftory,  that  a  per- 
fon,  to  whom  I  was  unknown,  who 
was  under  no  obligations  to  me, 
fhould  determine,  while  himfelf  an 
officer  on  guard  over  me,  to  fly,  in 
mid-day,  with  a  prifoner  of  ftate, 
and   thus  to  expofe  himfelf  to    an 

in- 
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infamous  and  certain  death,  had  he 
been  taken.  It  may  be  added,  there 
never  was  a  more  imprudent,  nor  a 
more  daring,  undertaking. 

We  conceived  an  inclination  and 
friendfliip  for  each  other  on  our  firft 
converfation,  and  he  further  hoped 
to  make  his  fortune  by  my  means. 
We  were  betrayed,  as  I  have  related ; 
a  friend  gave  him  information  of 
this,  and  he  might  have  efcaped  by 
himfelf,  but  he  had  promifed  to 
reftore  me  to  freedom.  He,  like- 
wife,  might  have  reflected  that,  hav- 
ing neither  money  nor  refource,  he 
would  find  himfelf  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  in  the  moil  deplorable 
of  fituations.  In  great  danger,  he 
wanted  neither  courage  nor  forti- 
tude. He  was  naturally  inconsi- 
derate, and  always  yielded  to  the 
firft  emotion,  abandoning  himfelf  to 
3  chance. 
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chance.  His  honour,  likewife,  was 
engaged  to  keep  his  word  with  mi  : 
and  thefe  circumrtances,  all  united, 
induced  him  to  take  the  defperate 
refolution  of  dying,  or  efcaping  in 
my  company.  He  daringly  faced 
danger,  preferved  his  prefence  of 
mind,  and,  aided  by  him,  I  executed 
an  enterprize,  whieh,  becaufe  it  was 
fuccefsful,  has  been  more  admired 
than  blamed. 

Never  yet,  however,  did  I  find 
another  man  who  had  the  courage, 
or  the  friendfhip,  for  me,  to  perform 
a  like  action. 

On  our  return  from  Thorn  to  Vi- 
enna, we  pafTed  through  Warfaw, 
where  we  made  fome  flay.  Schell 
left  me  in  the  afternoon,  and  return- 
ed late  to  our  lodging,  without 
fpeaking  a  word  concerning  where  he 
had  been,  or  what  he  had  done. 

6  On 
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On  the  morrow  we  went  to  Cra- 
cow -y  it  happened  to  be  the  time  of 
the  fair,  and  I  determined  to  ex- 
change the  horfe  of  Schell,  becaufe  he 
was  lame.  "  Since  the  horfe  will  be 
<c  yours,"  faid  I, "  it  is  but  right  that 
"  you  fhould  pay  the  additional  mo- 
u  ney  in  exchange."  Schell  imme- 
diately burfl:  into  a  laugh,  took  out 
his  empty  purfe  from  his  pocket,  and 
faid,  tl  I  left  all  my  money  at  the 
"  billiard-table  at  Warfavv ;  when 
"  my  horfe  can  go  no  farther,  I  will 
n  follow  you  on  foot  j  I  neither  want 
u  horfe  nor  money." 

I  was  furprifed  at  this  proof  of 
thoughtlefs  folly ,  but  what  was  to  be 
done  ?  I  could  only  pay  the  money 
in  exchange,  and  we  journeyed  on 
to  Vienna.  Here  a  new  misfortune 
befelthis  horfe  j  when  Schell  wanted 
money,  and  intended  to  have  fold 

him 
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him  for  two  hundred  florins,  he 
found  him  ftrangled  by  his  halter  at 
the  manger. 

We  had  not  been  a  month  in  this 
city  before  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
obtain  a  commiiTion  for  him,  of  firft 
lieutenant,  in^the  regiment  of  Pallavi- 
cini,  through  the  intereft  of  Prince 
Charles,  of  Lorrain,  to  whom  he  had 
been  recommended  by  my  coufin 
Trenck.  This  regiment  was  in  Italy, 
and  deftined  for  the  fiege  of  Genoa. 

I  equipped  Schell,  gave  him  mo- 
ney, and  fent  him  on  his  journey. 
Some  time  after,  when  I  fuppofed 
him  already  with  his  regiment,  I 
received  a  very  laconic  letter  from 
him,  dated  at  Gratz,  in  which  he 
informed  me  that  fortune  had  play- 
ed him  a  new  trick,  that  he  had  loft 
all  his  money,  his  watch  and  horfe, 
and  that,  if  I  could  not  once  more 

affill 
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afllft  him,  he  muft  manage  for  him- 
fdf,  in  the  bed  manner  he  was  able. 
I  happened,  at  this  time,  to  have 
received  a  fupply  from  Berlin,  and 
lent  him  five  hundred  florins,  with 
which  he  proceeded  into  Italy.  This 
money,  however,  was  little  more 
fuccefsful  than  the  former.  He  had 
imprudently  borrowed  of  a  friend, 
to  pay  his  gaming  debts  ;  and, 
afterward,  flill  more  imprudently, 
made  ufe  of  the  regimental  money; 
when,  having  no  better  expedient, 
he  deferted,  in  company  with  a  fora- 
ger. What  highly  aggravated  his 
fault  was  that  he  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  a  power,  with  which  the 
imperialists  were  then  at  war.  He 
fent  me  information,  in  a  tone  of  the 
utmoft  levity,  that  he  was  now  a. 
corporal  in  the  fervice  of  the  Ge- 
noefe. 

The 
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The  behaviour  of  Schell  was  high- 
ly injurious  to  all  Prufllan  officers, 
who,  after  him,  entered  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  Auftria:  but  he  was  wholly 
incapable  of  a  reflection  of  this  kind. 

Fortunately  for  him,  I  found  an 
opportunity  of  recommending  him 
to  the  Venetian  ambaiTador,  at  Vi- 
enna ■,  once  more  fent  him  money, 
and  was  fo  adive  in  his  behalf  that, 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  months,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  officer. 

Strange  to  tell  !  he  quitted  this 
fervice  the  very  fame  year,  and  en- 
tered a  common  foldier  under  the 
Duke  of  Modena.  He  fent  me  no- 
tice of  this  change,  and  requefted 
afiiftance.  Baron  Loprefti,  of  whom 
I  have  fo  often  fpoken  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes, had  friends  in  Modena,  and 
I  once  more  obtained  a  commifllon 
for,  and  once  more  equipped,  Schell. 

His 
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His  own  perfonal  fafety,  however, 
conftrained  him  then  to  aflume  the 
name  of  Lefch. 

Unhappy  is  the  deftiny  of  a  man 
who  is  obliged  to  conceal  the  name 
of  his  family,  before  he  dare  afib- 
ciate  among  worthy  men.  This 
misfortune  happened  to  Schell ;  al- 
though he  poffefTed,  in  reality,  a 
fenfible  and  good  heart;  but  his 
pafTion  for  play,  and  total  want  of 
thought,  led  him  aftray  from  the 
paths  of  honour,  and  brought  him 
to  wander  over  the  earth  like  a  va- 
gabond. 

Once  more,  thanks  to  my  intereft, 
behold  him  a  lieutenant  in  Mode- 
na,  where  he  was  generally  beloved 
and  efteemed,  and  where  he  had 
taken  the  firm  refolution  of  never 
gaming  more,  and  of  leading  a  lefs 
diflipated  life.     Perhaps  he  would 

have 
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have  executed  thefe  his  wife  inten- 
tions, but  they  were  rendered  abor- 
tive by  his  former  follies. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena,  the  Emprefs-Queen  fent 
fome  of  her  officers  to  inftruct  his 
regiment  in  certain  new  military 
manoeuvres,  and,  among  thefe,  un- 
luckily, happened  to  be  two  officers 
belonging  to  the  regiment  of  Palla- 
vicini.  No  fooner  was  Schell  in- 
formed of  this  than,  dreading  to  be 
difcovered,  as  he  infallibly  muft  have 
been  had  he  flayed,  he  once  more 
deferted  from  Modena,  and  entered 
a  common  foldier  in  the  fervice  of 
Sardinia,  in  the  Swifs  regiment  of 
Scuter. 

Again  he  wrote,  to  inform  me  of  this 
new  change,  but  I  was  then  mourn- 
ing in  my  dungeon  at  Magdeburg, 
totally  unable  to  be  of  utility  to  him 

or 
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or  myfelf.  When  releafed  from  my 
chains,  in  December  1763,  and  once 
more  permitted  to  appear  on  the 
fcene,  I  fent  to  enquire  after  my 
friend  at  Modena,  but  could  hear 
no  tidings  of  where,  or  what,  he 
was. 

Happening,  in  1769,  to  be  at  the 
houfe  of  the  Sardinian  envoy  at  Vi- 
enna, I  there,  by  chance,  met  a 
Captain  Renard,  of  the  Swifs  regi- 
ment of  Souter.  The  converfation 
turned  on  many  Pruflian  officers, 
whom  fortune  had  ill-treated,  and 
Renard  highly  praifed  a  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Lefch,  who  ferved  in  his 
company  in  the  quality  of  foraging 
fecretary.  After  various  queftions 
and  enquiries,  I  perceived  this  Lefch 
could  be  no  other  than  my  friend 
Schell.  I  immediately  wrote  to  him, 
and  received  an  anfwcr,  which  de- 

ferves 
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ferves  to  be  remembered. — I  fent 
him  money,  but  this  he  returned,  and 
informed  me  that  he  had  no  longer 
any  need  of  afliflance  -,  that  he  had 
bidden  adieu  to  all  fuperfluous  va- 
nities ;  that  he  tranquilly  lived  on 
the  perquifites  of  his  place,  and  on 
what  he  gained  by  teaching  lan- 
guages, drawing,  and  muficj  alfo 
by  his  knowledge  of  embroidery  j 
and  that  thefe,  together,  procured 
him  much  more  than  was  necefTary. 
He  added  that  he  was  efteemed, 
beloved,  and  fought  for;  that  he 
was  in  good  health,  had  learned  to 
be  an  ceconomift,  and  that  he  would 
not  change  his  fituation  for  the  moil 
fplendid  fortune  j  finally,  that  he 
never  more  would  receive  any  thing 
from  me  ;  that  I  had  already  done 
too  much  for  him  ;  and  that  it  was 
time  I  mould  take  care  of  myfelf. 

Arretted 
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AfFecled  as  I  was  by  his  j^refent 
manner  of  chinking,  I  made  various 
different  proportions  to  him,  to 
better  his  fortune,  but  he  perfifted 
in  his  refolution,  contented  to  re- 
main in  his  garrifon  at  Alexandria, 
and  defirous  of  nothing  more  than 
of  once  again  feeing  me  before  he 
Ihould  die. 

In  1772,  when  I  was  at  Aix-la- 
Chapeile,  I  was  aftonifhed  to  fee 
Schell,  my  friend,  enter  my  cham- 
ber i  the  reader  of  fenfibility  will 
eafily  imagine  my  joy.  He  had 
walked,  on  foot,  from  the  farther 
part  of  Europe  to  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
purpofely  to  fee  me. — He  related 
his  hiftory  to  me  circumftannally, 
but  of  this  I  have  forgotten  the 
greateft  part ;  I  only  remember  ma- 
ny of  the  incidents  were  exceedingly 
romantic. 

Vol.  III.  N  Pleafure 
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Pleafure  was  the  only  end  of  his 
exiftence.     His  love  of    Italy  had 
originated  in  this  his  love  of  plea- 
fure.    Purpofely  to  procure  himfelf 
the   fociety   of  the  mod  youthful, 
and  the  moft  charming,  of  the  female 
fex,  he  had  learnt  to  embroider  in 
gold,  and  to  perform  the  moft  cu- 
rious  works   of  women.      He  alfo 
taught     them     feveral     languages, 
wrote  charming  verfes,  and,  by  his 
talents,  had  made  himfelf  fo  agreea- 
ble, to  the  fociety  he  delighted  in, 
that  he   had  puffed  the  laft  fifteen 
years  of  his  life,  in  the  manner  he 
thought  mod  delightful. 

He  continued  four  months  at  my 
houfe,  during  which  he  amufed 
himfelf  in  inftructing  my  children. 
This  office  he  performed  with  pecu- 
liar kindnefs  and  affability,  and  gain- 
ed the  afTeftion  of  all  to  whom  he 

was 
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was  known  j  but  he  loved  a  peace- 
able and  retired  life  ;  he  was,  in  re- 
ality, become  a  mod  rational  man. 
His  mind,  that  formerly  had  been  {o 
quick,  fo  alive,  had  loft  its  vivacity; 
he  was  thoughtful,  abfent,  and  often 
unconnected  in  converfation.  The 
change  became  fo  great  that  his  only 
occupation  was  to  read,  or  to  walk 
in  his  chamber,  with  an  air,  in  every 
appearance,  of  profound  melancholy. 
I  foon  obferved  that  time  was  te- 
dious to  him  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and  that  his  heart  fighed  for  Alex- 
andria. 

When  he  had  been  a  month  at 
my  houfe,  as  he  was  walking,  deep 
in  thought,  he  fell  into  one  of  the 
moats  of  the  city,  and  diQocated  his 
fhoulder,  in  which  ilate  he  was 
brought  home. 

His  patience  and  fortitude,  in  this 
N  2  fituation, 
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fituation.  were  remarkable  j   he  did 
not  utter  a  fingle  complaint. 

After  his  recovery,  he  wrote  fome 
poetry,  but  his  verfes  were  very  un- 
equal to  thofe  he  had  written  in  the 
fire  of  youth.  When  I  beheld  him, 
and  contemplated  his  countenance 
and  behaviour,  I  could  not  avoid 
foreboding  that  my  poor  friend 
Schell  would  foon  become  infane. 

He  was  confcious  of  this  himfelf, 
but,  faid  he,  I  have  a  fmall  quantity 
of  powder,  very  proper  to  cure  this 
misfortune,  as  well  as  every  other 
infirmity  of  old  age,  and,  by  the  aid 
of  which,  men  may  defy  all  the  ef- 
forts of  fate. 

The  temper  of  the  man,  however, 
Hill   continued    the    fame.     Had    I 

faid  to  him, st  Schell,  thou  mull 

"  avenge  my  caufe,  a  defpotic  King 
tl  has  rendered  me  miferable,"— ■ 

I  am 
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I  am  certain  he  would  have  gone  to 
Potfdam,  without  fraying  a  moment 
to  confider,  and  on  the  public  pa- 
rade would  have  executed  all  that 
revenge  could  have  infpired. 

He  fhewed  me  the  fears  offixteen* 
wounds,  fome  of  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  defence  of  my  honour. 
He  never  drew  his  fword  that  he  was 
not  wounded.  He  had  fraclured 
his  arm,  and  bones  in  both  his  fe^t, 
by  accidents  j  thanks  to  thofe  eter- 
nal reveries,  which,  in  broad  day- 
light, led  him  to  the  edge  of  fome 
precipice.  His  fword  was  in  his 
hand  on  the  fmalleft  occafion,  and  he 
laughed  when  about  to  bleed. 

The  (lories  of  his  youthful  gal- 
lantries were  fome  of  them  flrange. 
I  much  regret  that  his  writings,  both 

*  One  edition  reads  four.        T. 

N  3  philo- 
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philofophical  and  moral,  never  fell 
into  my  hands,  and  that  they  were 
buried  with  himfelf.  He  made  great 
progrefs  in  the  ftudy  of  anatomy, 
and  his  fole  pnrpofe  was  to  difcover 
whether  there  really  could  be  any 
thing  immortal  in  the  body  of  man, 
and,  if  pofiible,  to  explain  what  ac- 
tuated the  machine,  and  what  was 
the  origin  of  our  paffions,  without 
having  recourfe  to  metaphyfical  rea- 
foning  *. 

I  wifhed  him  to  have  remained 
longer  with  me,  but  his  leave  of  ab- 
fence  was  almoft  ended,  and  he  de- 
fired  to  return  and  die  at  Alexandria. 
One  day,  I  perceived  his  ufual  taci- 
turnity and  gloom  were  increafed, 
and  the  next  morning,  I  found  Schell 

*  The  boy  is  faid  to  have  cut  open  the  bel- 
lows to  look  for  the  wind,        T. 

was 
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was  departed,  and  had  left  the  fol- 
lowing letter  on  my  bureau  : 

"  My  Friend, 

"  You  already  have  many  chil- 
"  dren  :  how  many  more  you  may 
"  have,  who  can  fay  ?  You  are  hap- 
"  py  in  the  pollcffion  of  the  moil 
"amiable  of  wives;  I  am  but  a 
"  burthen  to  you  ;  you  are  little  en-. 
"  abled  to  be  at  any  expence  for  me, 
"  and  I  am  not,  at  prefent,  inconfi- 
'•  derate  enough  to  abufe  your 
"  friendfhip.  The  duty  of  a  father 
"  is  now,  to  you,  the  mod  facred 
"  of  duties.  I  return  contented, 
"  with  having  once  more  feen  you, 
"  and  with  leaving  you  in  good 
««  health. 

"  Moft  probably,  we  never  fhall 

"  meet  again  !  Do  not  difturb  your- 

"  felf  concerning  me  $  I  am  in  need 

N  4  "of 
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n  of  nothing,  and  fhall  find  every 
*'  thing  neceffary  to  my  happinefs 
"  at  Alexandria  :  your  company, 
"  alone,  will  be  wanting;  but  of 
tc  that  it  is  proper  1  fhould  deprive 
"  myielf.  I  would  not  that  vou 
Ci  fhould  fuffer  the  leaft  injury  for  my 
«<  fa<<e. 

"  Perverfe  and  wicked  men  have 
tc  robbed  you  of  your  fortune.  If 
"  there  be  an  eternal  God,  who  in- 
"  terferes  in  the  affairs  of  men,  he 
cf  will  become  your  fupport,  he 
"  will  reward,  he  will  preferve  and 
tc  make  you  happy  in  your  family. 
"  If  not,  and  fhould  even  your  vir- 
<f  tues  and  your  labours  all  be  loft 
*c  to  futurity,  yet  do  they,  in  this 
f<  world,  find  a  noble  recompenfe, 
11  in  the  confeious  rectitude  of  the 
"  heart.  In  the  enjoyment  of  this, 
"  few  men,   indeed,  will  be  found 

"  your 
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{<  your  equal,  confequently  you  are 
*c  happy  in  yourfelf,  and  in  defiance 
(t  of  fate. 

<f  To  me  you  owe  nothing;  you 
"  have  done  more  for  me,  than  even 
"  gratitude  and  friendfhip  them- 
"  felves  could  exact. 

f<  True  it  is,  I  brought  you  from 
"  Glatz,  but,  perhaps,  your  aftcr- 
"  fufferings  would  have  been  much 
ff  lefs  fevere,  had  I  never  exifted. 
"  What  1  did,  likewife,  I  did  more 
cc  from  refentment  to  the  King,  and 
i(  to  Fouquet,  than  from  the  defire 
"offerving  you,  therefore  was  not 
t(  my  enterprize  the  pure  effect  of 
"  commiferation  and  affection,  my 
€i  intereft  bore  a  part  in  it.  I  was 
"  (tripped  of  all  fupport,  andafhamed 
(<  of  living,  defpifed,  in  a  garrifon 
"  regiment.  I  repent  not  of  the  ac- 
"  tions  of  my  pad  life,  being  certain 
N  5  (c  that 
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"  that  my  follies  did  but  tend  to 
*f  make  me  a  wifer  and  a  better 
"  man.  I  believe,  in  this,  you  think 
f<  like  me;  I  am  fatisfied  with  the 
*f  time  prefent,  and  indifferent  con- 
*f  cerning  that  to  come. 

**  Should  monarchs,  hereafter,  do 
"  you  juftice  in  any  degree,  fail  not 
•*  to  write  to  me. 

"  Your  fon  Jofeph,  under  your 
"  guidance,  poffefies  all  the  quali- 
*f  ties  neceflary  to  become  a  great 
"  man ;  the  conviction  of  this  ha» 
st  given  me  much  pleafure,  and  muft, 
1C  to  you,  be  a  fubjecl:  of  infinite  fa- 
"  tisfaction.  Tell  your  refpectable 
"  lady  that  I  honour  her,  return  her 
"  thanks  for  all  her  kindnefs,  and 
«f  congratulate  the  choice  ihe  made 
t:  of  a  man  who  knew  her  worth. 
"  Yes,  my  friend,  you  are  happy  in 
"  a   wife,  and  therefore  muft  cer- 

"  tainly 
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fi  thinly  have  no  caufe  to  repent,  to 
"  find  yourfelf  an  inhabitant  of  this 
u  earth. 

<f  When  I  perceive  I  can  no 
"  longer  live,  I  will  fend  you  a  laft 
"  letter.  It  is  your  duty  to  remain 
cc  here ;  you  have  children,  thofe  you 
<c  muft  not  defert.  I  know  no  other 
e<  caufe  of  regret  for  your  fake, 
"  fhould  misfortune,  in  future,  be- 
t<  fall  you. 

"  Be  under  no  concern  relative  to 
<f  the  expences  of  my  journey.  I 
"  have  the  watch  which  you  gave 
t(  me,  as  well  as  the  fix  guineas  with 
<c  which  I  was  to  have  paid  the  tai- 
"  lor,  and  my  feet  will  ftill  render 
ts  me  the  fame  fervice  they  pcr- 
"  formed  thirty  years  ago,  when  we- 
"  travelled  together  through.  Po- 
*  land. 

N6  «Were 
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(t  Were  we  not,  even  then,  much 
*'  happier  than  princes,  who  are 
(i  whirled  luxurioufly  in  coaches, 
*'  through  their  defolated  countries  ? 

"  I  leave  you  the  journal  of  this 
<f  lingular  expedition,  which  I  pre- 
«'  ferved,  that  it  might  recall  to  your 
"  mind  incidents  well  worthy  of 
M  finding  a  place  in  the  hiftory  of 
i(  your  life. 

"  May  you  live  in  health  and 
€C  happinefs ;  may  you  live  diftant 
<f  from  courts,  and  unembarraflTed 
"  by  public  affairs,  for  the  difcharge 
"  of  which  you  are  but  ill  fitted,  by 
u  your  dauntlefs  candour.  They 
*c  would  but  bring  you  into  new 
"  troubles.  Quit  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
"  alfo,  if  you  can  ■,  you  are  detefred 
il  by  the  monks  ;  hypocrites  will 
<f  never  want  orcafion  to  injure  you, 
tl  and,  in  your  decline  of  life,  will 

"find 
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Cf  find  the  means  to  rob  you  of  that 
"  repofe  you  have  fo  well  deferved  : 
"  God  preferve  you  from  their  ve- 
<c  nom.  I  tremble  while  I  recollect 
<c  this,  acquainted  as  I  am  with  your 
tf  daring  fpirit. 

<c  Let  me  intreat  you  to  become 
<c  fomewhat  more  of  an  ceconomift; 
"  let  me  intreat  you  to  act  lefs  ge- 
"  neroufly  toward  an  ungrateful 
"  world ;  in  fine,  let  me  intreat  you 
"  to  become  more  prudent. 

ls  Should  we  fee  clearly,  and  think 
e<  nobly,  yet  were  it  beft  to  figh,  be 
<f  filent,  and  wifely  to  enjoy  :  fo  a6t, 
"  and  fo  fhall  nothing  be  «wanting 
<l  to  your  tranquillity.  Avoid  Vi- 
u  enna.  There,  thofe,  who  have  il- 
<f  legally  acquired,  will  illegally 
<f  endeavour  to  maintain  themfelves 
tf  in,  the  poffefllon  of  your  eftates. 
I{  The  Emprefs  ads  under  the  guid- 

ft  ance 
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et  ance  of  her  priefts,  from  whom 
*c  you  can  expect  nothing  but  con* 
s<  tempt  and  perfecution. 

*  Be  the  pall  to  you  a  lefibn,  and 
*f  a  guide  for  the  future.  Hope  no- 
t(  thing  from  unrelenting  princes; 
*f  rifk  nothing  for  the  barren  honour 
ff  of  rendering  them  fervice  j  let  your 
il  future  motto  be,  (  I  feek  only 
*  virtue.' 

"  We  have  almoft  run  our  race ; 
"  we  both,  foon,  alike,  ihall  ceafe  to 
M  be,  but  we  both  know  death,  and 
se  fhail  m^rch  to  meet  him  with  a 
"  ferene  front.  So  long  as  I  have 
fC  life  I  fhall  be  ready,  at  all  times, 
*«  and  on  all  cccafions,  as  I  ever  have 
<f  been,  to  part  with  that  life  in  de- 
t(  fence  of  your  injured  honour. 

"  In  this  refolution,  and  impreflfed 
ff  with   the  livelielt  gratitude,   this 


(    279    ) 

rf  day  departs  one,  who,  to  his  laft 
ni  breath,  will  remain 

"  Your  friend, 
"  ALEXANDER  SCHELL." 

It  may  well  be  iuppofed  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly affected  by  this  farewel,. 
and  by  the  manner  of  it,  efpecially 
when  I  had  no  means  of  conveying 
the  money  to  my  friend,  neceffary  to 
perform  his  journey.  Some  few  days 
after,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  Vienna. 
While  I  was  in  Frankfort,  I,  by 
chance,  met  in  the  ftreet  the  worthy 
Schell,  who  was  there  endeavouring 
to  gain  intelligence  concerning  his 
parents.  We  continued  two  days 
longer  together,  and  I  did  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  diflfuade  him 
from  purfuing  his  journey,  but  in 
vain.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I 
could   prevail    on    him    to    accept 

twenty 
4 
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twenty  guineas,  by  the  aid  of  which 
he  might  arrive,  with  fomewhat  lefs 
fatigue,  at  his  place  of  deftination. 
At  length,  we  both  took  an  eternal 
and  laft  adieu,  and  parted. 

About  three  weeks  after,  I  receiv- 
ed the  following  letter  from  him  at 
Vienna : 

te  Dear  Friend, 

tc  At  Frankfort  you  obliged  me 
tc  to  accept  twenty  guineas,  money 
"  which  belonged  to  your  children, 
i(  and  the  depriving  yourfelf  of 
<c  which  was,  moft  probably,  of  great 
Cf  inconvenience.  Somewhat,  how- 
t(  ever,  to  recompenfe  your  benevo- 
"  lence,  may  you,  virtuous  man, 
ft  participate  the  fenfibility,  the 
<f  pleafure,  the  good,  which  accom- 
"  panied  thefe  twenty  guineas  in  the 
fs  cottage  of  a  poor  peafant !    May 

"  the 
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*<  the  benedictions  be  verified,  with 
te  which  your  name  was  pronounced 
"  by  an  old  man  of  eighty-two,  al- 
"  mod  expiring  with  hunger,  in 
cf  company  with  his  wife,  and  the 
"  remainder  of  his  family  !  Bene- 
"  dictions,  uttered  with  eyes  raifed 
<c  to  Heaven,  when  their  long-loll 
"  fon,  Schell,  fo  unexpectedly  en- 
"  tered  their  wretched  cabin,  and 
"  with  him  brought  the  means  of  aid 
t(  and  confolation  ! 

"  Oh,  noble  Trenck,  that  I  could 
c<  defcribe  the  fcene  fuch  as  it  really 
<c  was  j  then,  indeed,  mould  you 
f(  weep.  During  four  and  twenty 
"  years,  my  parents  had  never  re- 
"  ceived  any  intelligence  of  me,  and 
<f  fuppofed  me  dead.  I  knew  they 
"  had  been  ruined  by  a  law-fuit  in 
"  the  Imperial  Court,  and  I  would 

<f  not 
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"  not  add  to  their  misfortunes,  by 
il  informing  them  of  my  own. 

u  My  father  had  difcarded  me 
<c  from  his  heart,  after  having  heard 
"  I  had  fo  lightly  quitted  the  Pruf- 
"  fian  fervice!  After  being  told  that 
**  my  name  was  nailed  up  to  the  gal- 
gf  lows  at  Glatz  ! 

"  My  mother  had  wept,  but  the 
u  afflictions  of  her  family,  and  thepo- 
<f  verty  of  her  other  children,  had 
"  effaced  from  her  memory  him 
"  whom  fhe  had  formerly  hoped 
t{  would  become  the  fupport  of  her 
*  houfe,  and  the  prop  of  her  old  age. 

"  My  eldeft  fifter  I  found  almoft 
"  dying,  with  hunger,  in  her  bed, 
({  where  fhe  had  twelve  years  lain 
<c  paralytic.  The  youngefl  was  in- 
"  fane,  and  her  diftrafted  fits  were 
(i  fometimes  fo  violent  that  fhe  was 


"  obliged  to  be  tied  down. 


My 
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c*  My  eldeft  brother,  who  had  ob- 
"  tained  the  rank  of  major  in  the 
"  Pruflian  fervice,  was  broken,  be* 
u  caufe  of  my  adventure  at  Glatz, 
"  and  is,  at  prefent,  a  corporal  in 
"  the  fervice  of  Denmark,  where  he 
<f  has  taken  another  name.  My 
"  formerly  brave,  and  now  ancient, 
cc  father,  all  in  rags,  and  afflicted 
(<  with  the  dropfy,  was  feated  in  an 
"  old  arm  chair  j  and  my  aged  mo- 
"  ther,  of  feventy,  was  obliged  to  act 
"  as  fervant,  nurfe,  and  provider,  for 
<c  the  whole  houfe. 

<c  At  the  time  when  I  arrived,  fe- 
"  veral  days  had  palfed,  and  they  had 
"  had  nothing  better  than  dry  bread 
4t  for  their  food,  waiting  the  end  of 
"  the  month.  You  have  been  in« 
"  formed  that  the  Prince,  by  whom 
"  they  were  ruined,  granted  them 
<c  a    penfion   of    nine    florins    per 

"  month ! 
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"month!*  For  which  they  were 
fc  obliged  to  pray  for  him,  thank 
Cf  him,  and  tremble  in  his  pre- 
<f  fence. 

"  They  had  no  fire,  and  theie 
Ci  poor  old  people  were  crouching 
cc  clofe  together,  half  naked,  to  keep 
t(  each  other  warm.  That  very 
tl  day  they  happened  to  mention 
tc  their  loft  fon  j  they  were  exhort- 
"  ing  each  other  patiently  to  en- 
fc  dure  their  affliflions,  and,  while 
<f  thus  fuffering,  I  entered  their  hut, 
"  made  myfelf  known,  and  brought 
"  them  aid. 

"  God  of  Heaven  !  where  are  the 
"  words  that  fhall  defcribe  what  I 
<e  felt  ? — Motionlefs  I  flood,  at  be- 
€(  holding  wretchednefs  like  this,  and 
*f  dumb  !    They  were  dumb  alfo. 

*  About  twenty  fliillings. 

« I  re- 
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tc  I  recovered,  recollected  I  had 
<f  guineas,  and  threw  them  on  the 
"  table. — Is  this  money  thy  own, 
<f  my  Ton  ?  faid  my  mother. — Yes, 
"  mother,  anfwered  I,  they  are  ho- 
"  nourably  acquired  •,  I  bring  them 
"  to  yield  you  a  momentary  fup- 
<f  port. 

4C  Surprife  an^joy  fluihed  in 
i{  every  face  ;  m^^ed  father  bathed 
c<  me  with  his  paternal  tears,  and  my 
tc  mother  hung,  weeping,  round  my 
"  neck.  The  poor  paralytic  in- 
fe  treated  (he  might  once  again  make 
"  a  good  meal,  and  her  ftill  more 
(C  unfortunate  filler  leaped  and  ca- 
<c  pered,  without  knowing  where- 
"  fore. 

u  After  we  had,  in  fome  degree, 
"  recovered  our  proper  fenfes,  and  I 
<c  had  briefly  anfwered  their  enquir- 
"  ing  queftions,  a  fire  was  made, 

«  and 
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*f  and  meat  was  put  down  to  roaft. 
€t  Yes,  my  friend,  the  family  feated 
€t  themfelves  round  a  table,  that  had 
tc  long  not  been  fo  loaded,  and  I  had 
<f  the  pleafure  to  regale  them  with 
ic  your  money,  to  revive  my  parents, 
<c  languifhing  in  mifery,  and  on  the 
*c  borders  of  the  grave,  and  to 
"  change  the  paternal  malediction 
tx  into  the  fincefeft  bleftings  and 
"  prayers ! 

"  To  you  am  I  indebted  for  this 
<e  day  of  joy,  the  brighteft,  the  hap- 
Ci  pieft  of  my  life;  for  had  I  not  had 
i(  your  money,  I  fhould  never  have 
"  returned  to  the  houfe  of  my  fa- 
<c  ther.— 'Tis  true,  alfo,  I  never 
<f  fhould  have  been  a  fpectator  of 
"  wretchednefs  like  theirs,  and 
ff  fhould  have  died  recklefs  and  in- 
«f  different.  I  now  have  an  addi- 
**  tional  reafon  to  live  -,  I  have  pa- 

t(  rents 
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<c  rents  to  provide  for,  and  they  ftand 
cf  in  need  of  provifion.  I  will  haften 
<f  to  Alexandria,  haften  to  obtain 
u  money  for  their  fupport,  for  now, 
<e  only,  do  I  begin  to  be  reconciled 
«  to  life. 

"  1  fhall  not  inform  you  in  what 
cc  place  I  found  this  mod  unfortu- 
*{  nate  family ;  you  would  deprive 
u  me  of  the  fatisfa&ion  of  labouring 
u  for  them.  I  well  know  the  bene- 
<f  volence  of  your  heart,  and  I  well 
"  know  you  have  nothing  you  ought 
"  to  give.  Yet  you  fhall  be  in- 
<f  formed  hereafter,  and  fhall  be- 
"  come  my  fuccefibr,  in  order  that 
<f  I  may  die  untormented,  when  I 
tf  feel  my  end  approach,  and  fhall 
**  be  no  more  able  to  afford  them 
*c  fuftenance. 

"  I  continued  with  them  nine 
«*  days,    and    three   entire   guineas 

"  were 
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w  were  expended  in  makingourfel ve$ 
e<  merry.  Yefterday  I  left  fifteen 
<f  upon  the  table,  with  my  watch, 
Cf  and  a  letter,  as  I  did  when  I  took 
t(  my  leave  of  you  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
"  pelle,  and  thus  avoided  the  too 
et  great  pain  of  parting. 

"  Now  march  I  on  foot  toward 
cf  Alexandria,  and  certainly  with 
i(  more  true  courage  than  Alexander 
<c  himfelf,  when  marching,  at  the 
<c  head  of  his  victorious  army,  toward 
"  Babylon.  Never  were  guineas 
cc  better  expended,  never  employed 
ce  to  a  more  holy  purpofe  than  thofe 
<<  you  gave  me  at  Frankfort.  Hence- 
<c  forward  I  have  but  one  intention 
<c  to  fulfil,  and  this,  I  hope,  will  be 
ec  fulfilled  by  the  exertion  of  my  ta- 
"  lents  at  Alexandria.  Money,  my 
"  friend,    is  become  a  thing  moft 

"  precious 
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precious,  though  my  poor  parents 
have  learnt  to  vegetate  on  little. 
(t  Live,  my  dear  Trenck,  live  in 
content  and  health.  If,  foon  or 
late,  you  mould  return  to  your  na- 
tive country,  may  you,  after  a  te- 
dious banifhment,  acquire  wealth 
to  render  thofe  you  love  happy. 
If  ever  you  fhould  wifh  to  benefit 
the  children  of  Waldau,  recollecl. 
what  I  faid  to  you  in  the  foreft 
near  Hammer,  when  you  would 
have  taken  vengeance  on  an  un- 
feeling, or,  perhaps,  only  a  fear- 
ful brother-in-law.  May  the  Al- 
mighty grant  you  this  humane, 
this  Chrifiian,  confolation.  I  hope, 
hereafter,  your  profpecls  will 
brighten,  and  I  honour  the  philan- 
thropy of  your  heart.  Forget  me 
not,  I  will  write  to  you  whenever 
I  need  your  afllftance;  do  you 
Vol.  III.  O  « write 
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(t  write  to  me  only  once  a  year,  and 
<(  let  me  know  any  fortunate  event 
€t  in  the  fituation  of  your  affairs. 
t(  This  letter  will  be  fent  from  Ulm* 
"  I  have  written  it  in  Switzerland, 
<e  and  a  friend  will  put  it  into 
tc  the  poft.  May  your  virtues 
**  preferve  you  from  new  adverfities, 
«c  and  may  heaven,  or  earth,  reward 
(C  you  for  the  pad. 

(c  As  I  have  lived,  fo  (hall  I  die, 
"  Your  grateful, 
"  And,  moft  afiuredly, 
"  Your  very  faithful  friend, 

w  ALEXANDER  SCHELL," 

Secretary  to  the  regiment  of  Sou- 
ter,   at   Alexandria,   in   the 
Jervice  of  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia» 

Since 
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Since  this  letter,  I  received  many 
others  from  him,  all  written  in  the 
fame  ftyle.  In  one  of  the  laft  he 
informed  me  that  an  old  lady  had 
bequeathed  him  effects,  to  the  va- 
lue of  a  hundred  and  fifty  ducats, 
t>y  will.  His  joy,  at  being  able  to 
fend  that  fum  to  his  parents,  who 
were  then  living,  was  inexprefiible. 
Thefe  letters  I  have  loft,  and,  indeed, 
they  would  only  unneceflarily  add 
to  the  length  of  this  narrative. 

After  a  filence  of  two  years  I  re- 
ceived the  following : 

"  The  dying  Schell  to  his  friend 
'  "  Trenck. 

"  When  this  fhall  come  to  your 

'"  hand,  I    fhall   be  no  more  j    my 

w  term  of  exiftence  draws  to  a  con- 

fC  clufion ;  never  did  man,  dear  friend, 

O  2  «  for- 
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Cf  forfake  this  fublunary  world  witli 
Cf  more  tranquillity,  than  I  fhall  in 
"  a  few  hours,  and  after  I  have  once 
ff  more,  with  as  much  prefence  of 
<f  mind  as  I  am  capable  of,  fent 
cc  you  this  laft  teftimony  of  living 
"  gratitude. 

"  The  lad  years  of  my  life  have 
/c  paffed  undifturbed  away  j  almoft 
"  had  I  forgotten  that  the  name 
"  of  my  family  was  Schell,  having 
"  for  forty  years  affumed  that  of 
"  Lefch,  and  having,  without  regret, 
"  bidden  adieu  to  all  honourable 
"  titles. 

<(  I  beheld  you  happy,  my  friend, 
u  and  I  leave  you  in  peace  and  con- 
"  tent.  My  aged  father  and  mo- 
"  ther  have  been  two  years  dead. 
<c  I  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  procur- 
11  ing  them  necefTaries,  and  even 
"  fomewhat  more,  during  their  few 
3  "  latter 
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*  latter  days  of  life.  My  paralytic 
'  fitter  died  about  fix  weeks  ago, 
c  and  the  poor  frantic  girl  knows 
f  not  that  fhe  wants  any  thing,, 
f  therefore  wants  not.  She  lives 
'  merrily  in  the  mad-houfe,  and 
1  imagines  herfelf  to  be  the  holy 
1  Rebecca. 

"  The  woman  whom  I  loved 
5  has  lately  married  a  young  huf- 
*  band  :  may  he  make  her  happy  • 
4  This  is  not  a  moment  to  indulge 
c  jealoufy. 

<r  I  am  at  this  inftant  racked  by 
c  the  ftone,  add  to  which  I  am  in 
{  a  confumption,  and  thefe  together 
f  have  rendered  me  a  living  fkele« 
c  ton.  My  phyfician  has  obferved 
c  indubitable  fymptoms  of  my 
c  approaching  end  ;  I  myfelf  am 
c  fully  fenfible  of  them,  and,  in  a 
O  3  «  few 
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w  few  days,  or  in  a  few  hours,  fhali 
4f  ceafe  to  fuffer. 

"  I  have  now  nothing  to  hope3, 
"  and  nothing  to  fear.  Herein  I 
"  fend  you  the  laft  tokens  of  a  long 
<(  and  fincere  friendfhip.  My  dying 
"foul  ftiil  will  live  in  you,  nor 
"  fhall  I  be  all  dead,  fo  long  as 
"  you  fliall  continue  to  live.  My 
**  expiring  wifhes,  for  your  profpe- 
"  rity,    transfix    tbemfelves    to   this 

"paper they   take  their  flight 

"  from  my  brain,  like  a  dream  at 
<f  the  moment  of  my  diflblution. 
<{  Live  while  you  may,  and  halten 
€t  not,  dear  friend,  to  follow  me. 

"  Honour,  fame,  and  poilerity, 
•*  to  me,  are  things  wholly  indif- 
"  ferent.     I  die  unknown,  and  my 

"  name  dies   with   me. Beware 

"  of  the  prifons  of  Glatz,  Magde- 
"  burg,     and    Spielberg !       Schell 

"  dies* 
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H  dies,  and  you  will  find    a  Scl 
fC  no  more. 

"  I  leave  no  one  behind  me  who 
"  ftands  in  need  of  your  aid,  or 
u  whom  I  am  in  duty  bound  to 
"  recommend  to  your  benevolence  ; 
"  no,  my  friend,  I  am  no  longer 
w  any  thing  to  you  :  could  i  partake 
"  the  fenfibility  of  your  heart,  it 
*f  would  but  occafion  me  fruitlef* 
if  regret,  and  difturb  the  repofe  of 
Kt  this  laft  fare w el. 

K  Repine  not,  weep  not,  rather 
"  laugh  j  let  the  laft  moments  of 
"  the  crazy  Schell  be  a  fubject  of 
"  mirth  j  he  himfelf  has  laughed,  on 
"  the  world's  great  theatre,  behold- 
u  ing the deepeft  tragedies;  laughing 
u  he  quits  the  fcene,  and  the  curtain 
"  for  ever  falls. 

"  My    fenfes     are    overpowered, 

ts  they   üumber,  my   eyes   are    in- 

O  4  *•  clined 
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cS  clined  to  clofe,  and  my  foul  wifhes 
<f  for  reft  ;  I  foon  mail  fleep,  and 
5C  fleep  without  dreaming,  nor  mail 
tc  I  ever  rife  from  this  bed,  to  enjoy 
"  waking  dreams. 

"  Oh  Trenck,  my  lafl:  thoughts 
?'  are  friendihip,  gratitude,  and  the 
"  mofl  ardent  prayers  for  your  pro- 
tf  fperity. 

"  So  dies, 
"  ALEXANDER,  once  SCHELL, 
"  at  prefent  LESCH. 

"  Alexandria,  24th  of  May  1 776.  " 

The  very  day  I  received  this  let- 
ter, I  wrote  to  the  regiment,  and 
the  anfwer  fent  back  was  that  he 
had  been  found  dead  in  his  bed  the 
26th  of  May,  having  written  fare- 
wel  letters  to  his  colonel  and  his 
friends,  by  all  of  whom  he  was  re- 
gretted.    His  captain  had  made  a 

col- 
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collection  of  his  erotic  odes,  and 
his  fatires,  written  in  the  Italian 
language,  which  may  fome  time, 
perhaps,  appear  under  another  name, 
and,  if  fo  they  mould,  will  certainly 
do  honour  to  fome  ignorant  im- 
poftor. 

Peace  be  to  thy  manes,  amiable 
Schell,  thou  wert  worthy  a  better 
deftiny,  for  the  foibles  of  thy  youth 
were  injurious  only  to  thyfelf. 


apologies  to   others,  and  vindications 

of  my/elf  and  honour,  concerning 
affer  t  ions  contained  in,  and  offences 
that  have  been  taken  at,  my  ivrilings. 

NOT  the  fear  of  further  difpleafmg 
the  wicked  and  the  vile  ;  not  the 
dread  of  being  ftill  perfecuted  by 
fharpers,  monks,  pedants,  intriguing 
courtiers,  and  paltry  knaves;  not 
the  dread  of  illiberal  and  abortive 
O  5  cri- 
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criticifm  ;  nor  any,  nor  all,  of  thefe, 
here  give  birth  to  apology  or  justi- 
fication. I  have  more  ferious  em- 
ployment, that  of  at  laft  enjoying 
content  and  eafe ;  of  terminating 
a  career  of  difficulties,  chains,  and 
punifhment  unparalleled,  with  glory, 
I  will  no  more  lland  forth  the  rafh 
opponent  of  ignorant  millions.  'Tis 
honour  fufficient,  for  me,  that  the 
worthy,  the  virtuous,  and  the  friends 
of  men,  have  been  my  protectors. 
Had  I,  indeed,  only  injured  this 
imaller  part  of  fociety,  the  number 
of  my  enemies  had  not  been  fo  great, 
nor  had  they  been  fo  all-puifiant : 
neither  would  they  have  been  fo 
bafe  in  artifice,  fo  irreconcileable 
in  hatred.  I  fhudder  and  ftart  back 
from  the  precipice,  when  I  contem- 
plate the  abyfs,  into  which,  by  rafh- 
nefs,  or  perhaps  fortitude  not  to  be 

fhaken, 
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fhaken,  I  might  have  been  headlong 
plunged. 

The  daggers  of  (harpers,  gam- 
blers, and  monks,  all  were  drawn. 
Thofe  noble  gentlemen,  who,offend- 
ed  at  my  efiay  on  true  nobility,  had 
not,  with  their  patent  titles,  pur- 
chafed  noble  hearts,  would  have 
been  glad  I  v/ere  difpatched.  Hea- 
ven was  promiftd  from  the  pulpits, 
as  the  price  of  heretical  ,  blood. 
Heretic,  be  it  faid  apart,  is  the  epi- 
thet bellowed  on  thofe  who  dare 
openly  attack  the  avarice  and  am- 
bition of  priefls.  The  good  old 
matrons  prayed  for  my  foul,  as  for 
one  miferably  configned  to  perdition. 
The  deceivers,  and  the  deceived, 
together,  cried  —  <(  Crucify  him  ! 
"  Crucify  him." 

Unfupported,  among  thefe  high- 
born vulgar,  long  I  lived.  Good 
O  6  men 
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men  approved  and  applauded  my 
writings  ;  but  approbation  was  all. 
1  will  write  no  more. 

Let  other  German  moralifts  now 
enter  the  lifts,  let  each  perform  as 
much  as  I  have  done,  and  let  them 
not  retire  from  toil,  till  they  have 
reafons  equally  coercive  to  adduce. 

So   fhall  our  country  foon   awaken 

» 

from  her  (lumbers,  foon  fhall  learn 
who  are  the  executioners,  the  tor- 
turers, of  reafon,  foon  fhall  make 
off  her  grofs  prejudices,  and,  by  the 
promotion  of  fcience,  fhall  rife 
great  and  worthy  of  herfelf.  Her 
practical  Chriftians  fhall  then  be 
more  virtuous  than  were  her  holi- 
day faints,  church  dignitaries  fhall 
tremble  in  their  flails,  and  the  re- 
nown of  the  ancient  German  fhall 
revive. 

To  obtain  a  purpofe  fo  glorious 

have 
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have  I  laboured  with  zeal,  defini- 
tive to  myfelf ;  but,  be  the  confe- 
quences  what  they  may,  'twere  fin- 
ful  to  repent. 

Such  being  my  refolution,  I  may 
here  be  confidered  as  an  expiring 
author,  who,  repentant  finner  like, 
takes  a  mournful  leave  of  the  fra- 
ternity of  reformer"  Therefore 
do  I  ftretch  out  my  hand,  defirous 
of  reconciliation  with  all  who  ima- 
gine themfelves  injured  by  the  truths 
I  have  told,  or  who  have  been  an- 
gered to  behold  themfelves  un- 
manned. I  hope  they  will  not  be 
fo  cruel  as  to  demand  I  fhouli 
beftow  flagellation  on  myfelf,  be- 
caufe  I  erecled  myfelf  a  preacher 
of  repentance,  without  having  firft 
fludied,  under  a  Jefuit-mountebank, 
in  forma  Theologica.  As  my  irri- 
tability   is  well  known,   and    as    I 

never 
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never  co.ndefcended  to  petition 
princes  themfelves  twice  for  what 
I  thought  my  due,  be  advifed,  good 
firs,  and  pardon  me  quickly,  or  I 
fhall  perhaps  quickly  fall  into  my 
old  vice,  and  defend  myfelf,  and 
truth,  with  all  the  fury  of  a  defpe- 
radoe. 

Kind  reader,  thou  indubitably 
knoweft  conltitutional  difeafes  are 
not  eafily  cured;  therefore  wilt  nor 
expect  I  mould  forget  my  nature, 
and  ceafe  to  fpeak  and  to  maintain 
truth.  If  I  ftrike  wide,  when  bat- 
tling to  bring  down  folly  and  vice, 
pardon  and  direct  me  better.  So 
ends  my  preamble.* 

In 


*  An  abüracl  only  ef  what  follows  in  the 
German  is  translated:  much  of  it  relate» 
to  the  Earon's  other  works  ;  but,  as  thofe 
other  works,  in  faft,  form  a  part  of  his  hiftory, 

it 
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In  the  firft  volume  of  my  writings*, 
the  dedication,  to  Madam  Juftitia, 
gave  fo  much  offence  at  Vienna  that 
it  was  prohibited. — Whenever,  in 
Vienna,  they  fhall  think  proper  to 
do  me  right,  I  will  then  make  a  full 
and  public  reparation  to  the  infulted 
honour  of  this  good  lady. 

My  ridicule  on  the  parchment 
titles  of  nobility,  in  the  third  volume, 
has  fo  much  offended  many  of  our 
moll  ferene  Dons,  that,  I  expected 
fome  one,  at  lead,  among  them  would 
have  mounted  his  Rofinante,  and  me 

it  will  probably  not  be  difpleafing  to  obtain 
fome  information  concerning  them.  —  The 
ftiongeit  paffages  and  thoughts  have  been  fe- 
leered,  the  necefiary  liberties  of  a  free  tranf- 
lation  taken,  and  tranfpolitions  of  fentences 
made,  fuitable  either  to  connection  or  to  the 
fubje£t.  T. 

have 
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have  defied,  detractor  and  caitiff  vile, 
to  mortal  combat. 

Fortunately  for  me,  I  was  de- 
ceived. They,  honourable  gentle- 
men, leave  hardy  enterppfe,  and  dire 
defence,  to  the  deeping  bones  of 
their  anceftors.  They  can  ferve  the 
ftate  in  night-caps,  and  morning 
gowns,  and  his  excelh  ncy,  the  lord 
high  cook,  can  fagaciouflv  iiTue  or- 
ders that  the  hare  fhall  be  roafted, 
which  hisferene  highnefs,  the  matter 
of  the  hounds,  has  heroically  van- 
quished. 

Happy  confequence  of  wifdom 
in  government!  To  you,  ye  fcions 
of  nobility,  do  all  places  of  honour, 
profit,  and  power  defcend,  as  is,  by 
right  of  birth,  your  due.  Inherent 
ye  are  noble  !  To  think  and  act  nobly 
were  fuperfluous.  Why  fhould  you 
defend  or  inftruct  bafe  burghers,  or 

rafcally 
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rafcally  hinds,  who,  moft.  humbly, 
moft  dutifully,  are  bounden  to  la- 
bour and  ftarve,  that  you  may  deep 
and  fatten ! 

What  rafhnefs  was  it  in  me  to 
write  on  honour !  I,  alas,  had  forgot- 
ten that  honour  and  honourable 
office  depend  on  the  capricious  will 
of  an  arbitrary  monarch,  who  alone 
is  the  fountain  of  honour,  the  judge 
of  honour,  and  who  alone  honour  can 
confer !  Wherefore  did  I  dream  of 
merit,  genius,  or  the  native  honour 
of  the  heart  ?  Fie  on  fuch  ignorance ! 
Yes,  ever  honourable  worthies,  ic 
is  but  jufl  I  humbly  mould  crave- 
forgivenefsi  I,  who  have  written 
thus  unwittingly,  without  permif- 
fion  from  the  powers  that  be  !  Buc 
ye  are  avenged,  and  I  am  punifhed. 
No  titles  have  1;  no  ribbands,  flarsr 
or  glorious  badges.    Thefe,  fo  grofs 

was 


(    3°6    ) 

was  my  conception,  I  fuppofed  I 
might  have  had,  and  have  remained 
an  honeft  man ! 

I  have  attended  at  levees ;  have 
waited  in  anti-chambers;  there  have 
converfed  with  ancient  officers,  like 
me,  attending  alio.  Their  cicatriz- 
ed wounds  were  ineffectual  pleaders. 
The  Tpruce  gentleman-uflier  held 
their  names  unworthy  to  be  pro- 
nounced in  the  royal  ear.  We  dif- 
courfed  on  the  bed  of  all  poffible 
worlds,  and  iron  teors  ftole  down 
their  manly  cheeks.  Reafoning,  with 
bitter  conference,  as  we  flood,  we 
have  feen  a  fumptuous  vehicle  ap- 
proach, by  fixiteeds,  proudly  champ- 
ing, drawn :  before  it  were  run- 
ning  footmen ;    behind,    heydukes, 

and  merry  Andrews;  and  within 

Yes!  His  excellency!  Stately  ftept 
he  forth,  by  flaves  fupported  in  the 

dangerous 
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dangerous  defcent.  The  fwarming- 
crowd  proftrate  themfelves.  Yet,  no 
grim  Turk  is  he,  but  beardlefs  fe- 
venteen.  The  buttons  of  his  coat 
were  each  a  diamond :  over  his 
mighty  moulder  no  Gorgon  fhield 
was  thrown,  but  gracefully  the  broad 
ribbon  hung.  From  his  pocket  pen- 
dent was  a  key. — All  wondered ;  all 
afked — "  Who  is  he  that  approaches 
u  thus  with  cheek  inflated  ?"  Not  Bo- 
reas, gentlemen  —  nor  Eurus  > 
No — His  highnefs!  His  ferene  high- 
nefs !  A  prince  !  A  prince  of  the  em- 
pire! A  knight  of  the  order!  A  cham- 
berlain! A  privy  counfellor !  The  fon 
of  a — ufurer !  A  Lord  of  eight  millions! 
Millions  which  he  nobly  expends, 
thus  to  become  great !  Thus  to  be 
dignified  !  Thus  to  be  titled  !  Great 
as  he  is  now,  what  mall  he  be  when 


of  age  ? 


For 
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For  one  io  mighty,  knowledge 
will  be  an  incumbrance,  and  thought , 
fuperfluous;  therefore  hath  he  written 
to  Rome,  and  Rome  fhall  fend  him 
a  father  confefibr,  who  fhall  relieve 
him  of  the  labour  of  thinking.—- 
Padua,  too,  fhall  fend  him  a  buf- 
foon, with  black  gown,  and  tie  wig, 
who  fhall  take  efpecial  care  of  his 
eftate.  Let  others  act,  it  is  for  him 
only  to  enjoy. 

Parting  from  my  honeft  veterans* 
home  I  went,  defcribed  what  I  had 
feen,  for  I  am  afraid  I  never  fhall 
forfake  old  habits,  but  intreated  the 
friend  to  whom  I  wrote  never  to 
make  my  letter  public.  The  world, 
alas,  might  doubt  the  fincerity  of 
my  reformation;  nay,  might  call 
this  my  recantation,  a  fatire!  A  libel ! 
Heaven  forbid,  my  friend  !  —  For 
God's  fake,  tear,  burn,  my  letter ! — 

PI  is 
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His  highnefs  can  pay  referendaries, 
advocates,  and  curators,  better  than 
I.  I  may  once  again  become  mad- 
No,  no,  I  will  humbly  petition.  —  I 
will  not  increafe  an  evil  I  cannot 
cure. 

To  err  is  human,  but  obftinately 
to  perfifl  in  error  were  devilißi  — 
Therefore  pardon,  pardon  :  I  repent. 
I  will  be  very  good  in  future.  My 
children  fhall  not  be  taught  to  think, 
for  I  will  provide  them  with  an  abbe, 
or  an  ex-jefuir,  and  they  fhall  be 
educated  for  highnefTes  and  car- 
dinals. 

Yes,  noble  Zetto,  Kronfdorf,  Kru- 
gel,  and  ye  other  nobles,  from  A  to 
Z,  I  deferve  your  mighty  wrath. — • 
What !  Refufe  to  pay  for  your  pa- 
tents of  nobility!  So  well,  too,  as  I 
.knew  your  worth  !  I  am  juftly  pu- 
nifhed.   —  God  eternally  forbid   I 

ihould 
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fhould object  to  your  high  and  noble 
dignities!  I  affirm  you  more  ignoble 
in    nature   than   the   rudeft  of  the 
rabble — I  call   you  the  pefls  of  fo- 

ciety — Oh  no !  —  No,  no,  no  ! 

Though  you  are  in  the  houfe  of 
correction,  you  have  noble  fucceflbrs, 
and  I  will  write  no  libel  by  imiendo, 
I ! — Heaven  blefs  your  worthy  wor- 
fhips !  May  the  mob  bow  down  be- 
fore your  patent  titles  !  May  your 
welfare  be  preferred  to  that  of  jultice 
and  the  common  weal ! 

And  ye,  noble  ecclefiaftics,  whofe 
all- difpen fing  power,  trafficking  in 
indulgences,  can  purchafe  earthly 
titles,  tiil  your  heavenly  mail  be  ripe 
—  Ye.  who,  living  luxurioufly,  yet 
are  certain  to  die  blefled!  I  hold  it 
fit  and  Me  here  to  promife  you  I  will 
daily  repeat  three  Pater-noiters,  and 
eke  three  i\ye-Marias  .  not  defirous 
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ye  Ihould  read  in  my  fceptical  heart 
all  I  think  of  ye — I  know  ye  perufc 
not  fuch  heretical  writings,  as  teach 
the  duties  of  the  citizen  and  the  man. 
I  a(k  not  your  prayers,  for  ah !  I 
too  well  know  my  poor  foul  has 
long  been  configned  to  perdition  — 
I  having  even  dared  to  doubt  that 
ye  are  holy ! 

In  my  plan  for  the  rectifying  of 
abufes  in  the  dates  of  Auflria,  I 
was  actuated  by  the  pureft  and  beft 
of  motives.  I  openly  aflferted  what 
were  the  deferts  of  the  judges  of  the 
courts  -,  and  all  Vienna  exclaimed 
againft  the  rafhnefs  of  my  writings  : 
yet,  was  it  afterward  feen  they  were 
but  prophetical.  Experience  has 
taught  me  wifdom.  To  reform  the 
abufes  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice 
is  even  more  dangerous  than  to  re- 
6  form 
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form  thofe  of  religion.  How  may  a 
private  individual  make  the  attempt, 
when  the  Monarch  himfelf,  fo  mul- 
tiplied, fo  rooted,  are  thefe  abufes, 
dare  not  ?  Such  is  the  true  ftate  of 
affairs,  over  which  I  figh,  and  draw 
the  curtain.  Sincerely  do  I  pity 
thofe  who  need  juftice. 


In  this  fame  volume,  I  have  writ- 
ten concerning  the  invifible  vaflalage 
of  Bohemia.  Of  this  I  cannot  re- 
pent, although  the  angry  monks 
have  condemned  my  foul  to  fome 
millions  of  years  of  burning  in  pur- 
gatory. But  in  purgatory  I  will  be 
content  to  burn,  certain  of  the  pray- 
ers of  all  good  men  for  my  fpeedy 
releafe.  Till  this  vaflalage  of  the 
mind  is  removed,  never  can  the 
people  know  the  rights  of  men. 
Pray,  brethren,  pray,  that  the  fingers, 

with 
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with  which  I  write  this,  may  not  be 
changed  into  a  devil's  claw:  nay, 
though  ye  ihould  be  monks,  pray, 
for  1  certainly  fhould  tear  thofe  un- 
fortunate friars,  who  fhould  fall  into 
my  talons,  moil  unmercifully.  And, 
with  reverence  be  it  fpoken,  your 
Lutheran  devils  are  all  a^  merciltis 
as  your  FranJican. 

I  have,  alfo,  in  my  letters  from 
Spa,  been  guilty  of  a  crime,  more 
enormous  than  any  the  whole  Deca- 
logue can  afford  ,  more  heinous  than 
the  feven  deadly  ffns  collectively.  I 
have  faid  that  a  gambler  by  profef- 
fion  could  not  pombly  be  an  honefl 
man ;  and  that,  by  fair  deduction, 
neither  could  thofe  who  mare  his 
ill-gotten  gains.  Herein  have  I 
mod  grofsly  and  abominably  finned 
againft  the  holy  Catholic  Church,  as 

Vol.  III.  P  the 
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the  pharaoh  table,  for  the  godly 
plundering  of  ftrangers,  is  there 
publickly  licenfed  by  the  bifhop. 
Therefore,  as  a  good  Chriftian  ought, 
do  I  moft  humbly  fupplicate  the 
infallible  prieflly  magiftracy  for  for- 
givenefs,  wretched  finner  as  I  am  : 
I  who  have  publickly  dared  to  doubt 
this  infallibility.  What,  though  I 
have  written  a  notorious  truth,  (till, 
fince  this  truth  offends,  I  deferve, 
as  their  high  mightineffes'  in  their 
chriftian  charity  affirm,  to  be  ever- 
laftingly  roafted;  I  had  forgotten 
that  they  have  power  in  heaven  j 
that  there  they  are  faints,  and  only 
remembered  that  on  earth  they  are 
rafcals.  I  will  write  no  more  on  the 
poifons  of  Liege,  the  intrigues  of 
courtezans,  the  curfes  of  play,  but 
will  enjoy  fome  few  days  of  reft  on 
*bis.fide  the  grave.     I  will  fupprefs 

the 
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the  groans  of  a  heart  that  has  been 
rent,  becaufe  it  could  not  reform  the 
follies  and  the  vices  of  man. 


The  Macedonian  Hero  is  a  poem 
that,  by  the  daringncfs  with  which 
it  was  written,  might,  indeed,  well 
draw  down  the  vengeance  of  tyran- 
ny. The  confequences  of  my  rafh- 
nefs  have  been  bitter.  Frederic  ac- 
knowledged I  had  written  tn 
but  Terefa  demanded  to  know  by 
whom  I  had  been  authorifed  to  write 
truth.  The  poem  was  prohibited, 
but  efcaped  burning.  Honefi  men 
lamented  the  d^ftardlinefs  of  their  fel- 
low-flaves,  who  crouched,  and  bafely 
aided  the  ravagers  of  the  earth  j 
while  zealous  republicans  rejoiced,. 
The  world,  however,  feems  to  fink 
deeper  than  ever  into  the  floogfa 
of  flavery.  We  grovel  in  the  duft, 
P  2  and 
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and  offer  up  inerTe flu al  prayers  that 
God  would  be  pieafed  to  preferve  us 
from  heroes  and  their  rapacity. 
Alas!  new  Alexanders,  Tamerlanes, 
and  Frederics,  fliall  arife,  and  fLall 
find  new  coadjutors. 


I  have  alfo,  in  Tome  of  my  works, 
faid  that  the  handfome  ladies  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  gracioufly  fmilecn  their 
handfome  young  friars,  and  that  the 
nobie  burghers  their  hufbands  wear 
their  budding  honours  proudly,  for 
with  the.n  it  is  a  principle  that  men 
cannot  be  too  much  loaded  with 
honour,  therefore  hold  themfelves 
juftified  in  affuming  titles  to  which 
they  have  no  claim :  good  reafon 
is  there,  then,  they  mould  not  be 
defrauJed  of  an  honourable  appel- 
lation fo  juftly  their  due.  I  pre- 
tend not  that,  even  at  Aix-la-Cha- 

pelle, 
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pelle,  the  ugly  are  not  virtuous ;  but 
it  is  exceedingly  true  that  they  are 
afhamed  of  their  virtue. 

For  my  own  p?.1  :,  T  have  always 
pitied  ugly  women,  and  have  been 
careful  not  to  »rend  the  handfome, 
fo  that  matrons  wifh  me  profperity, 
except  thofe  whofe  confcitnces  are 
put  under  fpiritual  guardianship,  and 
they  indeed  frown,  mumble  ana- 
themas, and  fink  me  t>.  the  lowed: 
of  the  infernal  regio:  s3  here  in  eter- 
nal darknefs  to  afibciate  with  the 
accurfed  Luther,  ana  the  heretic 
Voltaire. 


I  muft  further  rem  irk  that,  through 
all  my  writings,  there  reigns  a  m;i- 
nifelt  and  decided  hatred  againfl 
knavery,  deceit,  and  fuperflition. 
In  the  country  where  I  rdided,  I 
beheld  a  herd,  an  army  of  priefts, 
P  3  wallowing 
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•wallowing  in  luxury,  reigning  with 
worfe  than  defpotic  authority  over 
the  minds  of  all.  What  rational 
and  thinking  man  but  mufl  fhudder, 
muft  lament  aloud,  that  fuch  multi- 
tudes of  God's  creatures  fhould  be 
thus  chained,  ri vetted  in  ignorance, 
by  a  hod  of  idle  impoftors,  who  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  paid  to  enlighten  and 
inftruct  them  in  all  the  duties  of 
men,  but  who,  on  the  contrary,  live 
in  pride  and  debauchery,  fuck  their 
very  blood,  deftroy  moral  virtues, 
fraternal  and  true  Chriftian  duties, 
and  promife  heaven  to  the  moft 
abandoned  of  villains,  to  profli- 
gates, cheats,  and  aflfafllns. 

Oh  God  ! How  difmal,  how 

dreadful,  is  the  profpeel  !  where  bi- 
gotry has  the  power  and  the  will  to 
kill  all  the  feeds  of  natural  reafon  ! 
Yet  this  I  beheld  wherever  the  ruling 

prince 
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prince   was  a   churchman.     This  I 
beheld   throughout   the  whole   Au- 
ftrian  dates.  The fpectacle made  my 

very  heart  weep  blood.  I  beheld 
the  Pope,  and  all  hn'armed  legions, 
as  omnipotent  in  Vienna  as  at  Rome. 
I  beheld  and  wrote.  Thoughts 
friendly  to  the  human  race  inftinc- 
tively  flowed  from  my  pen.  I  for- 
got my  own  fafety,  irritated  th* 
worfl:  of  paUlons  in  the  word  of 
men,  and  could  I  wonder  I  had 
enemies  ? 

Irreconcilable  in  hatred,  a  pried 
purfues  the  wretch,  who  has  dared  to 
difcover  his  wickednefs  and  fraud, 
through  fucceeding  generations,  till 
that  his  name  and  race  be  rooted 
from  the  earth  \  nor  ends  here,  but, 
unfatiablein  revenge,  after  inflicting 
all  earthly  pangs,  delivers  him  and 
his  over  to  eternal  tortures.  Thi« 
P  4  is 
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h  what  is  properly  called  the  venge- 
ance of  the  minifters  of  the  merciful 
God  ! 

Sorry  am  I  that  I  could  not  more 
effectually  aid  the  poor,  deceived, 
enfiaved  world  :  it  is  under  the  do- 
minion of  curelefs  witchcraft  1 

Inftead  of  prohibiting  the  inter- 
marriages, and  multiplication  of  Jews, 
princes  would  effectually  ferve  the 
world,  and  diminifh  the  blood-fuck- 
ing* fwarm,  were  they  to  oblige  every 
man  to  take  the  following  oath  be- 
fore he  were  made  a  monk. 

"■  Thar  the  candidate  for  this  ftate 
'•'  of  fanctity  is  totally  incapable  of 
"  rendering  fervice  to  his  fellow- 
tf  creatures  ;  that  he  is  unfit  for 
"  foldier,  mechanic,  or  hufbandman, 
"  i  ckJ  that  he  is  wholly  deftitute  of 
<l  powers,  bodily  or  mental,  to  make 
6t  himfelf  ufeful  to  focicty." 

I  have 
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I  have  yet  to  apologize  concern- 
ing the  two  firft  volumes  of  this 
hiftnry,  in  which  I  have  highly  of- 
fended various  fpecies  of  wicked 
men. 

Frederic  the  Great,  who,  by.  the 
breath  of  his  power,  entailed  mifery 
upon  me,  who  gave  me  fufficient 
caufe  to  fpeak  truth  undifguifedly, 
wil],certainly,  in  his  now  ejritgbt« 
ftate,  behold  the  moderate  manner, 
in  which  I  have  ju (lined  myfelf,  with 
very  different  eyes  to  what  he  would, 
had  he,  while  on  earth,  perufed  it 
with  all  the  perverfity  of  defpotic 
obftinacy,  and  cioudtd  bv  the 
prejudices  of  humn  weakness. 
He  now  is  unable  to  prevent  my 
publickly  defending  t  <•■•  honour 
which  had  been  publickly  injured. 
P  5  I  have 
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I  have  fpoken  of  him  with  caution 
and  refpect.  I  have  every  where 
excufed  the  error  of  a  monarch  who, 
being  man,  was  by  men  deceived. 
Probably  he  had  reafons  for  not 
doing  me  juflice,  which  I  fhall  never 
recite,  as  I  will  not  involve  the  re- 
putation of  a  friend  in  my  own  un- 
fortunate deftiny.  May  he,  therefore, 
reft  in  peace.  That  pofterity  which 
may  erect  monuments,  to  his  fame, 
certainly  fhall  raife  no  pillar  of  (hame 
over  my  grave.  This  is  honour 
fufficient  to  one,  by  him  unremit- 
tingly perfecuted,  and  treated  as  a 
malefactor.  He  is  gone,  I  am  here. 
'Tis  honour  fufficient  that  the  reign- 
ing monarch  has  given  unreftricted 
privilege  to  circulate  this  hiftory 
through  his  ftates,  and  that  a  hoft  of 
witnefTes    to    its   veracity    are  ftill 


living. 
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Of  what  happened  to  me  at  Vien- 
na I  have  loudly  complained,  and 
boldly  written  ;  but  I  have  written 
truths  ;  truths  which  the  records  and 
acts  of  courts  will  prove;  truths  which 
the  prefent  monarch  has  privileged 
to  be  publickly  circulated  in  this 
work.  This  royal  privilege,  at  Ber- 
lin and  Vienna,  is  equally  honour- 
able to  the  fovereigns .  and  to  my 
veracity. 

The  Emperor,  indeed,  has  not 
thought  fit  to  ordain  a  revifion  of 
my  caufe.  He  mufr  believe  the 
report  of  his  judges,  and  mufb  con- 
tinue fo  to  believe,  though  he  lhould 
afterward  condemn  thefe  judges  to 
fweep  the  ftreets  1 

The  honelr.  man  does  not  believe 
himfelf  infallible,  readily  acknow- 
ledges, when  convinced, he  has  been 
in  an  error,  and  is  neither  too  unjuff, 
P  6  nor 
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nor  too  proud  to  repair  the  evil  he 
has  committed  by  pronouncing  a 
hafty  fentence.  Let  me  hope  there 
are  judges  who,  hereafter,  will  draw 
down  my  warmeft  bleffings  :  their 
predeceiibrs  have  merited  my  hea- 
viefh  maledictions. 

I  have  alio  fpoken  of  General 
Fouquet.  A  perfon  had  intended 
to  have  printed  his  correfpondence 
with  the  great  Frederic,  but  defifted 
from  the  undertaking,  becaufe  I  had 
not  fpoken  of  him  with  proper 
jefpech 

Should  this  perfon,  when  he  fhall 
publifh  fuch  correfpondence,  wifli  to 
write  an  eulogium  on  his  hero,  1  can 
fupply  him  with  a  few  anecdotes, 
which  will  greatly  tend  to  illuftrate 
his  true  character. 

I  was  myfelf  acquainted  with  nine 
worthy  officers  whom  he  had  r«.  'ned, 

•    and 
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and  obliged  to  defert,  by  his  tyran- 
nical conduct« 

I  am  well  informed  of  his  cruelties 
toward  the  townfpeople  of  Glatz, 
whom  he  caufed  to  be  mutilated  and 
hung.  The  whole  county  was  a 
witnefs  of  his  barbarity,  and,  although 
he  was  loyal  to  his  fovereign,  he  Hill 
was  a  tyrant  whenever  he  had  the 
power.  With  refpect  to  myfelf,  he 
treated  me,  while  his  prifoner,  in  the 
meaneft  manner. 

His  conduct  toward  the  Auftriaii 
prifoners,  as  related  to  me  by  eye- 
witnefles,  would,  were  it  made  pub- 
lic, do  his  memory  but  little  honour^ 
The  defencelefs  dead,  however,  ihall 
by  me  be  no  more  named.  I  defpifed 
him  living,  and  men,  who  act  fo 
bafely,  merit  contempt  alfo  in  the 
grave. 

Many 
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Many  of  the  ill  deeds  of  my  ene- 
mies dead  I  have  mentioned,  be- 
Caufe  they  were  before  well  known  : 
many  of  my  enemies  living  I  have 
fpared,  and  thefe,  perhaps,  may  give 
me  thanks. 

To  the  pofTefibrs  of  my  Sclavo- 
nian  eftates  I  wim  good  appetites 
at  my  board.  They  ftole  them  not, 
but  inherited  them  from  fathers  who 
were  defirous  of  leaving  heirs  rich 
in  land  and  poor  in  honour.  One 
of  thefe  fucceflbrs  of  my  coufin 
was,  not  long  fince,  confined  in  the 
Spielberg.  The  others  are  not  hap- 
py.   It  is  poffible  a  time  may  come, 

when  my  children  fhall  fay "  Be» 

<c  gone!  You  have  long  enough  en- 
tl joyed  the  Trenck  eftates:  it  is 
"  now  our  turn.'* Happily  I  ne- 
ver yet  befought  an  alms  at  my  own 
door. 

The 
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The  honourable  burghers  of  Dant- 
zic,  who  gave  me  up,  and  fuffered 
me  to  be  plundered,  are  dead ;  per- 
haps their  iucceflbrs  may  make  re- 
paration, as  far  as  is  in  their  power. 
Weingarten,  *and  Abramfon,  are 
dead  alfo.  I  pity  the  hangman,  who, 
by  fome  unaccountable  chance,  was 
robbed  of  his  perquifites,  for  Wein- 
garten died  a  natural  death, 

Jafchinfky  is  living.  I  forbore  to 
vifit  him  when  at  Königsberg,  for  I 
would  not  remind  him,  in  his  old 
age,  of  what  muft  hang  gloomy 
over  his  memory.  He  has  my  for- 
givenefs.  I  cannot  refrain,  how- 
ever, here  relating  how  fevere  are 
the  puniihments  of  a  bad  confcience. 
When  I  arrived  at  Königsberg,  he 
loft  his  underftanding,  and  became 
lunatic.  The  whole  town  was  wit- 
nefs  of  this  ftrange  event.     I  have, 

alfo, 


(    328    ) 

alfo,  fully  difcovered  he  was,  as  I 
fuppofed,  the  forger  of  the  letter, 
which,  in  the  year  1746,  was  the 
caufe  of  my  ruin.  His  motive  was 
intereft  j  he  was  indebted  to  me 
three  hundred  ducats.  A  part  of 
my  rich  equipage  the  prefent  Ge- 
neral Baron  Pofadowfky  bought  of 
Jafchiniky  himfelfj  and  he  further 
received  a  mm  granted  him  by  the 
King,  that  was  deducted  from  my 
confifcated  eftates.  He  is  (till  in- 
fane. 


Now  I  am  apologizing,  it  is  bufc 
juft  I  mould  intreat  forgivenefs  of 
foine  few  invifible  perfons,  whom  I 
cannot  but  have  offended ;  and  firft, 
the  feraphic  Father  St.  Francis. 
Pardon,  holy  fir,  for  having  ren- 
dered 
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dered  thy  whole  order  contemptible. 
Who  ever,  like  me,  has  beheld  thefe 
odoriferous,  though  not  fweet-fcent- 
ed,  Seraphines,  at  their  gluttonous 
tables,  their  wine  barrels,  their  con- 
feflional  chairs,  will,  if  he  be  wife, 
pafs  on  the  other  fide  of  the  way. 
Thee,  holy  Francis,  I  intreat  to 
take  them  to  thy  own  abodes ;  rob 
this  unworthy  world  of  fuch  a  godly 
crew  j  and  fuller  that,  fifty  years 
hence,  their  names  only  be  remem- 
bered. Thou. belt  canft  inform  us, 
how  well  pleafed  the  Father  of  the 
world  muft  be  to  daily  hear  fuch 
multitudes,  of  herculean  faints,  daily 
employ  themfelves,  and  importune 
his  ear,  with  the  eternal  repetition 
of  Ave  Maria!  Ave  Maria!  Ave 
Maria! 

What  thou  wilt  fay  to  that  arch 
enemy  of  man,  Satan,  when  he,  and 

his 
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his  Infernal  adjutants  fhall  come, 
laden  with  the  fins  of  thy  Seraphines, 
and,  infulting,  lay  them  at  the  foot- 
ftool  of  divine  juftice,  I  know  not. 
Neither  can  I  fay,  when  the  hea- 
venly hofl  have,  per  contra,  gathered 
together  the  good  works  of  all  thy 
tribe,  what  balance  fhall  remain  for 
the  fiipererögation  magazine,  eftab- 
lilhed  at  Rome. 


If  honour,  juftice,  and  virtue, 
bring  good  to  man,  then  have  I  oc- 
cafioned  much  difquiet  to  thofe  vaf- 
fal  fiends  that  are  Rationed  by  the 
mighty  Lucifer,  as  centinels,  to 
watch,  or  patrol,  the  earth,  for  the 
general  weal  of  his  empire.  My 
writings  have  incited  the  reader  to 
aft  like  a  goodChriftian,  and  an  ho- 
neß:  man  j  the  doctrines  of  monks- 
are 


! 
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are  more  friendly  to  their  caufe,  and 
give  thefe  induitrious  devils  much 
leis  trouble. 

Moll  humbly,  therefore,  do  I  fo- 
licit  pardon  from  the  horned  Beelze- 
bub, the  grim  Mammon,  and  the 
terrific  Belial,  confefTing  their  poten- 
cies :  I  never  was  a  catholic  chrif- 
tian,  fuch  as  they  admire. 


From  my  guardian  angel  I  intreat 
forgivenefs  for  all  the  trouble  I 
have  given  himj  and  it,  certainly, 
has  not  been  a  little  to  guard  a 
Trenck  from  dafhing  his  foot  againfl: 
a  ftone,  or  his  head  againfl  the  axe 
of  the  holy  inquifition.  He  has  well 
fulfilled  his  duty,  and  deferves  eter- 
nal reft,  never  more  to  undergo  a 
talk  fo  arduous. 

I  doubt,  indeed,  he  has  been  guil- 
ty 
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ty  of  one  grofs  overHghr.  He  cer- 
tainly permitted  Satan  to  infpire  me 
with  the  defire  of  taking  up  the  pen, 
nay,  afterward,  fuffered  him  to  guide 
my  hand.  Wherefore  did  he  not, 
like  Luther,  take  up  the  ink-Hand, 
and  throw  it  at  his  head.  I  then 
lhould  not  have  written  fo  rafhly 
againfl:  gamblers,  monks,  and  def- 
pots.  It  may  be,  indeed,  he  en- 
dured a  prefent  evil,  to  fecure  a  fu- 
ture good.  Satan  may  have  been 
outwitted. 


Of  the  Almighty,  with  ferious 
awe  and  reverence  1  fpeak,  I  im- 
plore forgivenefs,  if,  when  under 
afflictions  too  fevere  for  man  to 
fupport,  I  have  doubted  erroneoufly 
concerning  the  fyftems  of  men* 
which  reprefent  the  great  Firft  Caufe 

as 
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as  a  human  creature,  fubject  to  the 
worft  and  weakeft  of  human  paffions ; 
fubject  to   anger,   malice,    revenge, 
ambition,   vanity  !   Let  me  hope,   if 
I  did  not   poiTefs   fufficient  under- 
standing to  difcover  truth,  that  mail 
not  be  imputed  to  me  as  a  fault. 
Thou,  furely,  wilt  not  condemn  me, 
becaufe  I  am  unable  to  believe  thou 
ever    madeft  a   creature    that    was 
predoomed  to  eternal  deftrudtion. 

Of  wicked  men  I  have  afkd  mercy, 
for  having  written  fo  much  agairrfl: 
the  evil  of  their  ways.  To  tiwe, 
God  of  benevolence,  I  intercede  for 
grace,  for  that  I  have  not  written 
more.  The  faculties  of  man  arc 
only  divinely  employed,  when  em- 
ployed in  the  caufe  of  virtue*. 

CON- 

*  The  Baron  further  adds  a  purification  of 
laimfelf,  acjainft  M.  Archenholtz,  a  German 

critic, 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  have  at  this  moment  occafion  to 
add,  now  when  this  volume  is  com- 

pleted^ 

critic,  who  had  taxed  him  with  mifrepre- 
fentation  concerning  England.  He  affirms  the 
affair  to  have  happened  as  he  ftated  in  the 
fecond  volume,  makes  many  fevere  remarks 
on  the  Englifh,  and  their  laws,  and  fays  that, 
when  he  went  to  the  cuftom-houfe  to  pay  the 
importation  duty  on  his  Hungarian  wine,  the 
officer  prefented  him  the  Gofpel  to  kifs,  and 
fwear  that  it  was  all  for  his  own  drinking ; 
and,  when  he  refufed  taking  an  oath  fo  ridi- 
culous, the  officer  called  a  porter,  defired  the 
Baron  to  give  him  a  milling,  and  the  porter 
kuTed  the  book  in  his  ftead.  He  adds  this 
was  in  compliance  with  an  act,  which  at  that 
time  prohibited  the  importation  of  French 
wines,  except  for  individual  consumption  ; 
and  fatirically  rer  irks  that,  in  Rome,  one 
man  is  hired  to  pray,  in  London,  to  fwear 
falfely,  for  another. 

The 
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pleted,    tha;:    I  was   received  with 
efteem  and   honour  in  my  country, 
fuperior  to  all  that  can  be  im:  gined, 
by   thofe  who  have  not  themfelves 
been    witnefles  *  of    this    reception. 
Content  and  happy,  I  journey  back  to 
Auftria.     The  good  king  has  done 
me  juftice,  and  heaped  favours  on 
me  ;  I  have  received  my  confifcated 
eflates,  and  am  in  hourly  expectation 
of  the  rents  of  which  I  have  been 
forty  years  deprived. 

The  Baron,  alfo,  acknowledges  himfelf 
obliged  to  the  learned  geographer  Bufching, 
who  has  corrected  his  errors  of  dates,  pro- 
mifes  to  profit  by  the  remarks  of  his  critic 
in  a  future  edition ;  pleads  halle,  errors  of  the 
prefs,  and  a  lapfe  of  years ;  and  adds,  as  an 
additional  hiftorieal  fact,  that  Beftuchef,  and 
his  lady,  were  in  oppofite  intercfts,  and  both 
were  in  the  receipt  of  bribes  from  different 
courts.  T. 

More 


(    336    ) 

Morel  fought  not ;  pods  of  honour 
I  cannot  there  accept.  N,obody  (hall 
accufe  me  in  my  old  age  of  being 
felfifh,  or  living  detrimental  to  that 
(late  of  which  I  have  now  been  fix 
and  thirty  years  a  fubject,  although 
it  hasmoft  fhamefullymiftreated  me, 
and  continues  ftill  to  repay  me  with 
ingratitude.  I  leave  behind  me  a  gra- 
cious monarch,  who  knows  my  heart  j 
I  leave  the  beft  of  reputations,  inno- 
cence undoubted,  and  am  convinced 
the  Pruflians  love  me,  and  will  be 
the  friends  of  my  children. 

The  object  of  my  journey  is  ae* 
complifheds.  I  can  now,  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  enjoy  honour  and  eafe, 
and,  as  a  good  man  fliould,  can  meet 
death  with  a  fmile. 

FINIS. 


ERRATUM. 

Vol.  I.   p.  207.  1.   19,  for  Lieutenant- Cchncl, 
Ttudjir/I  Lieutenant. 
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